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THE ONLY DAILY DIRECT FLIGHT TO 


Kli^ leaves Mayo CCtUc in good health 




AMM^ (Petra) — Me^ (Jeckups conducted on His. 
J^jesty King Hupnn at Mayo Qinic, Rochester. Tuesday 
^ prowo ^ ^esiy is in good health, the King's 
Pp'ate physician Samir Farraj said Tuesday. Dr. Farrai smd 

underwent showed that 
tn^ IS no trace of die ailment which caused King Hussein to 
mdeigo a <»n^r surgery at the clinic in August 19S>2. Dr 
King, who has already left the medical centre, 
now on undergo routine tests once a year, instead 
Hussein U sched^ed to hold 
^ksjnth American President Bill Qinton during his stay in 
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Orient House faces 
seizure 


OCCUPED JERUSALEM 


(AFP) — The Israeli-run 
Jerusalem municinalitv is 


Jerusalem municipality is 
considering seizing the bank 
accounts of the Palestinian 






Policeman dies 
after shot in Gaza 


GAZA (R) — A Palestinian 
policeman died of a gunshot 
wi|hnd in Gaza in unclear 
circumstances, a Palestinian 
officer and Israel Radio said 


on Tuesday. Khalil Abu 
Hamdeh, 20. was the first 


uo. The officer said Abu 
Hamdeh was shot ftom be- 
hind about 600 metres from 
an Israeli utility positioa 
just before midnight. He was 
taken to hospital and died of 
his wounds. But Ibraei Radio 
said he was killed by his own 
gun when it misfired in un- 
dear circumstances. 


Assad, Hrawi 
meet 


DAMASCUS (R) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi met Syrian President 
Hafez A1 As^ on Tuesday 
to coordinate Middle East 
peace strategy, Syria's pres- 
idential spokesman said. 
Spokesman Joubran Kourieb 
said the talks were also 
attended by Syrian Vitt- 
President Abdul Halim 
Ljaddam. Hie Syrian News 
Agency SANA said Mr. Hra- 
wi and Mr. Assad later held a 
closed-door meeting. No 
toiler details were given but 
the two countries were ex- 
pected to reaffirm dteir rejec- 
tion of separate peace deals 
with Israel, a theme whidi 
continues to dominate edito- 
rials in Syria's official news- 
papers. Lebanese officials 
said in Beirut that Mr. Hrawi 
and r^. Assad would also 
discuss the latest series of 
moves toward peace 
announced by Jord^ and 
Israel in Washington earlier 
this month. 


U-N. team ends 
Iraq mission 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations said Tuesday it 
had destroyed Iraq's stocks of 
chemio^ used in chemical 
weapons and was now work- 
ing on ensuring it never made 
■’such weapons again. '‘ITie 
destruction process had been 
completed... all chemicals 
that are concerned with the 
bhemical weapons program- 
me bad been destroyed,” 
senior U.N. chemical 
Wttpons expert Ron Manley 
told reporters before leaving. I 
He said the U.N., which is ' 
.^scrapping Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction under the 
terms of the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire, would now concen- 
trate on setting up a system of 
monitoring. TTie chemicals 
were destroyed at Muthana, 
site of Iraq’s biggest chemical 
complex, most of which was 
(tetroyed in Gulf war bomb- 
ing raids. 


Ibrahimi sees progress 
in Yemeni mediation 


headquarters in the Holy City 
over 5300,000 in back taxes. 


brael Radio reported Tues- 
day. The municipal author- 
ctKS annouaced in March 
they were checkin| the legd 
po^bilities of e^cting the 
P&||ptinians from the buUd- 
in^n East Jerusalem known 
as. Orient House, but nothing 
has been done. The radio 
report followed a rumpus be- 
tween Israel and the Pales- 
*tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) after Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat called in May for a 
holy war to liberate Jem- 
Salem from Jewish rule. TTie 
Israeli government has hit 
back with a warning that it 
will insist that all Palestinian 
governinem organisations 
must be in the self-rule areas 
of Gaza or Jericho and not 
Jerusalem. Legal measures 
are under consideration. 
However, a municipal 
spokeswoman could not con- 
firm the radio story. “No 
decision has been t^n on 
this subject, but we will take 
all adequate measures within 
the law to end this situation,” 
said spokeswoman Aliza 
Krist. She admitted that seiz- 
ing the accounts “would have 
an obvious politica] charac- 
ter." 


ADEN (Agencies) — Spor- 
adic artillery exchanges 
echoed over Aden on Tues- 
day as a U.N. envoy reported 
progress in his mission to 
bring about a ceasefire in 
Yemen’s six-week-old war. 

Aden residents, suffering 
water, power and medi^ 
shortages, said battles that 
had raged on Monday on 
battlefronts around the 
southern stronghold eased af- 
ter midnight. 

They said they could only 
hear sporadic shelling on 
Tuesday. 

"It is relatively less in- 
tense," said a southern secur- 
ity offidal. 

The southern defence 
ministry said 10 civilians, in- 
chiding five members of tte 
same family, were killed by 
shelling on Monday in Aden, 
where northern forces are 
fighting to crush a bid by tiie 
south to secede from a unifod 
Yemen formed in 1990. 

Aden was declared c^tal 
of the Democratic RepuUic 
of Yemen when the south 
seceded on Ma^ 21. 

In Abu Dhabi, U.N. envoy 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi said "the 
ball is starting to it^" in his 
nnussioo to try to implement a 
U.N. oeasc^e call issued on 
June 1. 

He said noitbero Yemen 
had accepted suggestions by 
its rivals in the south to in- 
volve neutral foreigners in a 
•military committee that 


Sanaa 

accepts 

ceasefire 


THE GOVERNMENT fo 
Snaan OB Toesdny aeccpleil 
a U,N. aNDprootise pliM to 
a rrarrlliT to Ye- 
oien*s dvB war, a aorttera 

nlBrfal «aM- 

U.N. qpedai envoy Lafcb- 
dar Th rahtmi has propoa o d 
fiiat a laaa eBf c he nper- 
vbsd hy a JoM YcaMM 
ewamittee bached hy Meth 


Sanaa ^ lauliai^ tatoi 
ova a forri^ nio. 

**The goTfintnl Im- 
fi lm e d hfr. IbnhMflf III 
acoptaace of the pte Ali 
eveatog,” the offleU saU. 


would try to enforce the ceas- 
efire. 

He said he was told of the 
north’s decision early on 
l^sday after be arrived in 
Abo DhaN ftom talks widi 
southern Yemeni leader AU 
Salem A1 Beidh in the city of 
Mukalla in eastern Yemen. 
He bad earlier met northern 
Prerident Ali Abdullah Saleh 
in capital Sanaa. 

"1 think the interestiz^ de- 
velopment is that the north 
accepts tbe idea of Yemenis 
and foreigneis so I think that 


(Coatinped oa |h^ 9) 


Palestinian policeman to die* 
in action since police took 
over from Israeu troops in 
Gaza and Jericho five weeks 


Rabin links prisoners’fate 
to that of ‘collaborators’ 


JERICHO, occufried West 
Bank (Agendes) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin warned Tuesday that 
brael would link ftinber re- 
leases of Palestinian prison- 
ers to the treatment Palesti- 
nian collaborators receive 
from the new authority. 

"The hunting down oS ori- 
laborators is contrary to tbe 
(autonomy) agreement and 
we will (tew the necess^ 
conclusions for everyting 
which is linked to the ques- 
tion prismiers," Mr. lubin 
said during a visit to Vered 
Jeridio, a Jewish settlement 
overiooking the self-rule en- 
clave of Jericho. 

The Palestinian police in 
Gaza have arr<»ted about 30 
Palestinians accused of coi- 
'laborating with Israel. 

Freih Abu Middain, the 
“minister" for justice in the 
Palestinian authority, said 
those arrested had continued 
to collaborate with Israel fol- 
lowing the Sept. 13 autonomy 


agreement. T^ would be 
tned by a militaiy court, he 
said, in apparent oontraific- 
tion to the self-rule accords. 

Middain warned, "col- 
laborators vdio participated 
in the murder of other 
Pal^inians amid be sent- 
enced to death under article 
36 of the (Egyptian) penal 
code in force before die 1967 
occupation." 

The article leferes to any- 
one, not just ooilaborators, 
took part in or was 
accomplfce to murder. 

Islamic fundamentalists 
temporarily called off the 
•killing of suspected coiiabor- 
ators on May 29 — after 
hanging two men — to give 
the new police force time to 
show . it could handle the 


The police on Monday 
rarned ramilies of murdered 


warned ramilies of murdered 
collaborators not to seek re- 
venge on the kDlers, some 
300 of whom have recently 
been released by Israeli. 


(Coatiiiiied «i page 6) 


Self-rule brings optimism 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Pale^inians 
have recovered their optim- 
ism following the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces ftom most of 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
accordixig to an opinion poll 
published Thesday. 

The Centre for Palestine 
Research and Snidies found 
that 66.4 per cent were opti- 


mistic or relatively (^mistic 
about the future following 
the initial implementation c>f 
self-rule. 

Only 21.4 per cent were 
pessimistic and 12.2 per cent . 
unsure. 

Last Febru^, only 39 
cent of Palestinians were opti- 
mistic about the foture and 37 
per cent pessimistic in a simi- 
lar survey by the centre. 

Some 57 per cent sup- 
ported the May 4 agreement 
to laiuncb autonomy. Forty 
per cent criticised it aul three 
per cent were unsure. 

The May 31 toU of 2,000 
Palestinians in Gaza and the 
West Bank came up with 44.4 
per cent supp(^ for Fateh, 
the main Pal^ne Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) move- 
ment led by Yasser Arafat. 

'Hiat represented seven 
points more for Arafot than 
in a previous poll last April. 

The Islamic Resistance 


Movement, Hamas slipped to 
22.3 per cent of voting inten- 
tions if elections were teld 
now compared vnth 16 per 
cent in A^T. 

Nationalist independents 
took nearly 11 per cent and 
another 11 per cent said they 
would not vote for any of the 
recognised 0oups. 

A senior PLO officiai said 
Monday the PLO is consider^ 
ing whether to hold a referen- 
dum to allow oppmients of 
self-rule to have their voice 
heard. 

Saeb Erakat, who holds 
tile portfolio of minister of 
lo(»l government in the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
said he bad raised the 
issue of a referendum as a 
response to those opposed to 
the aatOROmy agreement 
with Israel. 

"We are conadering a re- - 
ferendum.” Dr. Erakat said 
witiiout specifying vdiat ques- 
ti(Hi the electorate would be 
asked. '*We have a lot of 
Palestinians who are not hap- 
py with autonomy. We want 
them to come and say vriiy, to 
speak," 

“But, we don’t want any- 
one to say that it will replace * 
elections." 

Elections are dne to be 
held on Oct. 15 for a 100- 


niember Palestinian legisla- 
tive coiuici] and local coun- 
cils. 

Dr. Erakat said prepara- 
tions were underway to draft 
the electoral system by die 
end of June, and local gov- 
ernment laws would be in 
place by mid-July. 


A referendum of the two 
million Palestinians in die 
"West Bank and Gaza Stiip 
would not be easy, be ai^- 
nowledged, notably as self- 
rule in the West Bank is 
Ihnitdd to Jericho. 


"We don't know if we will 
have a referendum," he said. 
"Can we afford the costs? 
Can we provide tbe logistics? 
How to do it in die West 
Bank?" 


Israel has ordered Palesti- 
nians in the Jeridio self-rule 
area to stop planning a small 
airport that Mr. Yasser Ara- 
fet had been plaiming to use, 
a PLO official said on Tues- 
day. 

"Tiiey told us to stop it 
because then is no final set- 
tlement over the land in 
terms of whether it fells in- 
side or ouiade the self-rule 
area,” tbe PLO official, who 
asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters in Amman. 


Majali heads for U.S to join Kin g 


there is something there," be 
added. 

The new northern position 
is the first reported break- 
through in international and 
Arab efforts to stop tbe fitt- 
ing and start diah^ue in Ye- 
men. 

In meeting in Sanaa last 
week. Mr. Saleh icM Mr. 
Ibrahimi the north would 
only talk to the south if if 
abandoned its declaration erf 
secession. He also ruled out 
dialogue with Mr. Beidh him- 
self. 

Sanaa had last week sug- 
gested dial a military com- 
minee of aovtbeni ud sou^ 

fa ni l ii B t Bear Adea to tfy 
eeforce a ceasefve. The 
iOBCli fcjeesed that aad sag- 
Bested a foreipi role, wUch 
Sanaa turned down. 

A miUtaxy oommittBe com- 
prising Yemenis as weO as 
French and american military 
attaches and Jordanian and 
Omani representatives bad 
tried before the war broke 
out on May 4 to redeploy 
rival troops and ease tension 
between them. 

Mr. Ibrahimi held talks on 
’Riesday widi United Arab 
Emirates PresUfent Sbeikb 
Zeid Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan 
On Yemen. He was due to 
visit Qatar later on Tuesday 
dien Jordan. 

He is expected to brief 


AMMAN (J.T) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
left for the United States on 
Tuesday to join His Majesty 
King Hussein in meetings 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and senior administration 
officials on die Middle East 
peace process and American- 
Jordanian relations. 

The King is already in the 
U.S undergoing medical 
check-ups at the Mayo Clinic, 
Rodiester, Mnnesotta since 
early Monday, reports said. 

The King arrh^ at the 
dinic Sunday ni^ from Lon- 
don. 

The check-ups are ex- 
pected to be the last in a 
six-monthly series the Kii^ 
underwent after his success- 
ftil surgery at die Mayo Clinic 
ia August 1992, from now on, 
it is cajueaed that die dieck- 
ops win be atwiw| The date 
for the King's White House 
oweling with Mr. Qinton was 
not immediatefy kaowa. Up- 
(Coatiaaed oa pagep) 


Alarm 

mounts 

over 

Korean 


crisis 


Under the May 4 accord 
which launched self-rule, 
Israel was to set free 5,000 
Palestinian prisoners by June 
8 as a confidence building 
measure. Only 2,475 have, 
been released so far, a human 
ri^ts group said, and abmit 
7,200 Palestinians remain in 
jail. 

But Che same article also 
states, "Ae Palestinian side 
commits itsdf to solving the 
problem of those Palestinians 
who were in contact vrith the 
l^ae) autboritte. 

"Until an agreed solution 
is found tbe Palestinian side 
undertakes not to prosecute 
ttese Palestinians or to harm 
them in any way." 

Some 5,000 Palestinians 
are known to have collabo- 
rated with Israel, accor^ng 
to die Israeli human ri^ts 
^up Betselem which be- 
lieves many more have never 
been uncovered. 


SEOUL (Agencies)— Worid 
leaders united in esqiressing 
alarm on Tues^ at North 
Korea’s dedsion to quit tbe 
U.N. nuclear watchdog agen- 
cy but there were signs of 
disagreement about the next 
move in tbe crisb. 

U.S. President Bill Qinton 
vmced deep concern, Russian 
Prerident Boris Yeltsin called 
tbe move “very serious" and 
Japanese Prime ffinister Tsu- 
tomu Hata said the situation 


was grave. 

North Korea, believed ^ 
the United Stines and its 
allies to be building nuclear 
weapons in defiance of the 
safegu^s pact it signed, 
announced on Mrniday n was 
pulling out of Ae Interna- 
tional Atomic Ene^ Agen- 
cy (IAEA) immediately. 

llie a^ncy last Frufay sus- 
pended teilhnical aid to die 
North after it refused access 
to lA^ inspectors seeking 
evidence of a secret nuclear 
bomb. 

The North called the agen- 
cy move a prelude to U.N. 
sanctions, adding: "We 
strongly reaffirm our position 
that U.N. ‘sanctions' will be 
.regarded immediately as a 
declaration of war. 

It said it would no longer 
permit lA^ staff into die 
country but gave no indica- 
tion whether it would tell two 
inspectors who are still there 
to leave. 

The North did not 
announce withdrawal from 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, as it had threatened 
to do since March of last 
year. In Vienna, the IAEA 
said this meant it was still 
legailjr bound to accept in- 
spections of its nuclear 
frfants. 

"Tbe North Korean 
announcement appemed to 
be aimed at intimidating the 
world," smd a senior aide to 
South Korean Prerident Kim 
Young-Sam. 

North Korea asked Japan 
not to join in the possible 
sanctions. 

A letter containing the re- 
quest to Japan was adopted 
by a mass rally held Tue^y 
in Pyongyang, the Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said. 

"It is a good option for the 
Japanese authorities not to 
join the international reao* 
tionaries in their reckless 
moves to take sanctions 
against the DPRK (North 
Korea) is a bid to stifle it," 
the lener said. 

Tbe rally, attended by 
"working people of various 
starta in Pyongyang,” criti- 
cised a police raijl'eaTUer this 


(Continued on page 9 ) 












IMaa Bfliisler Abdal Safaun Mqjali b seen off Deputy Prime Minister Thoo(|an Hindawi and 
apaa Ms ifipartair fnr Ito II T mi Tiw^daj hj otbo' ataaben of the Cainnet (Petra photo) 


Lebanon says no probe into 
suspect’s Pan Am claim 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon on luraday dismis- 
sed a daim attributed to a 
Palestinian activist that he 
had placed tbe bomb which 
exploded on a U.S. airliner 
over Locikeitiie, Scotland, in 
December 1988. 

Yousef Sbaaban "never 


said that he had placed the 
bomb in the Pan Am plane" 


that kDled 7!70 people, state 
prosecutor Munif Oweidat 
said. 

"But he said that under 
torture be was ready to con- 
fess to anything, even the 
Lockertrfe bombing, if asked 
to," Oweidat said, ' noting 
Sbaab^u’s comments were 
not logged in oennt records 
because they were not con- 
nected to his trial. 

The state prosecutor 
diaiges that statements attri- 
bute to Sbaaben on Monday 
were "deformed on purpose 
to embarrass (Ldnnese) jus- 
tice,” and he ruled out any 
investigation into the claim. 

I^aaban, according to the 
state-run news agency ANI, 
told a court here that he was 
responsible for bombing the 
plane. 

Tbe 29-year-old member of 
Abu NidaJ's hardline Fateh 
Revolutionary Council 
(n(C) was being heard in the 
murder ti^ of Jtmfeaian di- 
plomat Nayeb A1 Maaj^ah 


who was shot dead outside 
his Beirut home in Janu^. 

Shaaban faces a posable 
death penalfy. 

Libya said Tuesday the 
claim by Shaaban that he 
Mew up the ahiiner ateovled it 
of any responsibUity for tbe 
bomung. 

"The Fdestiiuan dtizen’s 
daim is the latest develop- 
ment in what is called the 
Lockerbie affair and is an 
element which guarantees to 
deny tbe U.S. and British 
accusations against the two 
Libyan dtizens," the offidal 
Libyan news agency JANA 

The lawyer for the two- 



tm'" 






Ubyan suspects, Ibrahim 
Leewell, said in a statement 


Legwell, said in a statement 
to JANA that tbe confession 
by Sbaaban confirmed the 
innocence of his clients. 

Judicial sources and secur- 


Youstf Shaaban 


ity forces in Lebanon and 
victims’ relatives have cast 


doubt on Sbaaban’s state- 
ment. 

Libya is struggiuig under 
U.N. sanctions unposed in 
1992 for feiling to hand over 


the two Litwan suspects for 
trial in the Um'ted States or 


trial in the Um'ted States or 
Britain. 

The United States said it 
had no evidence to corrobo- 
rate Shaaban's claim and 
reiterated its demand for the 
extradition of the two Li- 


byans who have been in- 
Acted in both Britain and the 
United States for the attack. 

Barbara Bodine, the State 
Department coordinator on 
counter-terronsm, said that 
Sbaaban “was not a suspect." 

“We feel very strong evi- 
dence against tbe two in- 
dicted Lmyans. but we are 
serious in following up this 
lead to see if there is any 
verarity in it at all,” Ms'. 
Bodine said. 

Britain also renewed its de- 
mand that the two Libyans be 
brought before a Scottish or a 
U.S. court to answer the 
charges. 


Rwanda tops OAU agenda; 
Mandela mediates on Angola 


TUNK (R) — A group of 
African leaders ti^g to 
arrange a'cease^ in Rwan- 
da met on Tuesday and South 
African President Nelson 
Manitela began mediation on 
Angerfa’s enm war. 

How to end the Rwandan 
massacres was the daunting 
drallenge fechig the Orga- 
nisation of African Unify 
(OAU) sninniit ending on 
Wednesday. 

A closed plenary session 
on Tuesday afternoon was 
expected to produce sparks 
between presidents who ac- 
cuse eadi other of stoking tiie 
fire in Rwanda. 

The tribal killing there 
rinoe April may have wiped 
out as many as 500,000 peo- 
ple, almost all dvOians. 

'Die summit’s second day 
began with two hours of pri- 
vate talks between tiie presi- 
dents of Rwanda’s neigh- 
bours, Zaire, Uganda, . 
Burundi and Tanzania. 
Kenya’s vice-inesident, bead- 
ing his conntiy’s delegation at 
the Ttinis summit, took part 

They issued no statement 
but were due to meet agai« in 
tbe afternoon aiming to agree 
a resdutiem caning for a ceas- 
efire. 

denary talks on Rwanda 
were delayed by hours of 
long prepared qjeecbes by 
presidents. 

Mr. Mandela, tbe towering 


preset^ at his first OAU 
summit as presideot of black 
■Africa’s most powerful coun- 
try, brajm a sdiedule of senne 
30 prmte meetings with 
heads of state. 

On Tuesday morning ' he 
met Angola’s Eduardo Dos 
and Zaire's Mobutu 
Sese Sefco separately and 
aides he was to meet 
them again later in tbe day. 

“We have discussed tbe 
question of Angola... the 
meeting was very poative,’’ 
Mr. Mandela said after 
seeing Mr. Mobutu, who 
appeared to be acting as go- 
between for Areola’s absent 
UNTTA rebels. 

The Angolan civil war con- 
tinues pnahated despite Some 
progress at peace talks in 
Zambia. 

Mr. Mandela, whose of^n 
and easy manner is a striking 
contrast with many other 
security-obsessed presidents, 
helped attract 42 of the 
OAXTs 53 beads of state to 
Tunb. 

Unlike most summits, 
almost all stayed for the 
second day, refliecting a com- 
mon view that eitter Africa 
solves its pixrfrfems-or it sinks 
further into chaos and pover- 
ty. Only Egypt’s Hosni 
Mubarak and Senegal’s 
Abdon Dioof had left by 
Tuttday morning. 

But die preadents consult- 


ing on Rwanda are bieteriy 
divided. 

Zaire’s Mobutu is seen as 
tiie champion of Rwanda’s 
romp government, composed 
of the majorify Hutu tribe, 
wfaDe Uganda is openly ac- 
cused of backing die mainly 
TUtsi rebels of tiie Rwanda 
Patriotic Ftont (RFF). 

Even if they reach ^ree- 
ment in public there was little 
optiinism in Tonis that the* 
fitting will stop. 

"All tius talk is a waste of 
time. Hiere just has to be a 
winner on the ground. That 
would be a relief for every- 
one," a senior West African 
delegate commented. 

Rwanda’s interim presi- 
dent, Theodore Sindil^ub- 
wabo, called on the RPF, in 
Tunis as observers, to enter 
direct talks with the govern- 
ment, but the text of the 
speech be was due to make at 
foe summit was angry anH 
uncompromiring. 

Accusing Uganda of 
"hegemonic designs” on 
Rwanda, he described the 
RPF guerrillas as “hordes" 
and said their movement 
"maintains its poU^ of ruth- 
less extermination of the 
Hutu ethnic group.” 

Mr. Museveni and tbe RPF 
have powerful supporters at 
tbe summit who blame 
Runmda's Hutu gover nm ent 
for most of tbe »"“mrres. 
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Petra Bank liquidators push drive 
to collect successful court claims 


By a JtNdan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A public notice 
served on a defuna l^don> 
.based firm to pay JD 3.76 
million to a committee li- 
quidating Petra Bank is only 
a legal requirement with little 
prospect for collecting the 
money, given the fact that the 
company has **disappeared,” 
a key official said on Tu^ 
day. 

Bassam Attaii, a senior 
member of the government- 
appointed committee li- 
qmdating Petra, Bank, once 
Jordan's second-largest com- 
merdal bank, said the com- 
mittee had rung up for more 
than JD 17 mulion dinars in 
cases it won against Ahmad 
Oialabi and members of his 
fondly. 

Petra Bank ran into serious 
trouble in 1989, prcmpting 
the government's Economic 
Security Committee to take it 
over. Dr. ChalaU, an Iraqi 
who founded and ran the 
bank as what many experts 
describe as a one-man opera- 
tion, fled the country. So did 
all other members of his 
fondly and close assodates. 

The government pumped 
in more than JD 200 milli on 
to protect depositors' interest 
and managed the institution 
until April 1990, when it 
ordered the bank liquidated. 

Dr. Chal^i and IS others 
— mostly Chalabi family 
members — were tried in 
absentia and found guilty of 
embezzling the buk's funds 
and speculating in the nation- 
al currency. They were sent- 
enced to prison terms and 
heavy fines. 

' The liquidation committee 
released an advertisement in 
the local media on Tuesday 
serving notice on SCF Com- 
pany of London to pay an 
outstanding due of JD 3.7 


million. 

‘*We hereby give yon final 
warning to settle (the 
amount) within 30 days (firom 
May 31, 1994). Otiierwise we 
shall regretfully take all 
necessary leg^ procedures to 
collect the ri^ts of Petra 
Bank," it said. 

Mr. Attari told the Jordan 
Times that the committee 
had found that the SCT Com- 
pany was “under the fiill con- 
' trol" of Ahmad Chalabi b^ 
fore it “disappeared" a few 
days after Petra Bank was 
ordered liquidated. 

“Our London lav^ers 
advised us that (SCF Com- 
pany) had no offices, no 
addr^ and no telephone 
number," said Mr. Attari, 
adding that the firm was 
operated by Hussein Chalabi, 
a cousin of Ahmad Chalabi. 

Mr. Attari said the com- 
mittee bad a total of 37 cases 
against Dr. Chalabi and his 
family members, relatives 
and dose associates who fi- 
gured high in the spurious 
operations that led to the 
collapse of Petra Bank. 

He said the committee had 
won 13 cases. “Judgments in 
other cases are not fin^ yet," 
he said. 

Dr. Chalabi is believed to 
be living in London, from 
where he is playing out the 
self-assumed role of an Iraqi 
dissident opposed to the gov- 
ernment of Resident &ddam 
Hussein. 

He b on the 17-member 
leadership council of tiw Ira- 
qi National Congress and b 
telieved to be the main maif 
behind the regular is-QiyiKy 
of press releases and state- 
ments on behalf of the con- 
gress. 

Other members of the 
Chalabi family are scattered 
around the world. Some are 
believed to be living in 
Europe, some in the Far East 



Ahmad Ch^ahi 

and others in the United 
States. 

Earlier reports said the 
Jordanian gwenunent had 
a{^Mt>acfaed the Paris-based 
International Police Or^- 
oisation (Interpol) seekuig 
the arrest and exti^tion cn 
the convicts in the Petra 
Bank case. But, according to 
experts in internatioua] law, 
extradition is not possiUe 
without the consent of die 
host government and it was 
almost impossiUe tt> get any 
of the Chalabb extiaditied 
based on the ruling of die 
Stale Security Court, a milit- 
aty tribunal. 

“Most governments refuse 
to efitertain extradition re- 
quests based on military 
court verdicts,” said one ex- 
pert. It was not immediately 
known whether the author- 
ities planned to cite the civfl 
court verdict to seek the ex- 
tradition of the fugitive bank- 
er and other defendants 
found guilty. 

The State Security Court 
sentenced Dr. Chalabi to 35 
^ears-in prison and a fine of 
million, the amount the 


year 

U6 


tribunal fmind that the Iraqi 
banker had embezzled from 
Petra Bank. 

Ali Sarraf, who headed die 
foreign exdiange operations 
of Petra Bank, was also given 
a similar jail sentence and 
others were handed down 
stiff jail terms. All of them 
were tried in absentia. 

The liquidating commit- 
tee's successful claim against 
SCF Company was the sole 
court niliqg against that par- 
ticular firm among the many 
European- and ^ddle East- 
based companies whidi opi- 
ated under the direct or in- 
direct control of Dr. Chalabi. 

Mr. Attari, who served as 
genera] manattr of Pdtra 
Bank between me time it was 
taken over by the govern- 
ment and ordoed Kqiudaied, 
said that the committee left 
the door open for other law- 
suits as aim if warranted. 

Two Geneva-based bank- 
ing instituticMis widi extensive 
operations in Lebanon were 
the leading **front com- 
panies" for Dr. Chalabi, 
accordfog to the findiogs of 
an ioquiiy committee of ex- 
perts whose report was one of 
the key elements in the trial 
of Dr. Chalaln and otiiets by 
the State Security Court 
more than two years ago. 

Those two fin^ have also 
goite bust, with no legal trace 
of its former oper^ves. 

Tlie report of die investi- 
gating committee has also 
been introduced as pan of 
other civil lawsuits med by 
the liquidation committee. 

Asked bow the committee 
intended to collect its claims, 
given that none of the defeih 
dants are present in Jordan 
and their vdiere^xmts are 
“unknown'' in most cases. 
Mr. Attari said: ‘We have our 
own means and ways, but 
prefer not to make any public 
comment on the issue." 


Shaath settles in Gaza, 
says democracy a must 


kAFAH (Agendes) — Nabil 
Shaath, the chief Palestinian 
autonomy negotiator, en- 
tered the Gaza Strip on Tues- 
day after speuding almost the 
whole of his life in exile. 

A delegation of senior 
Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials 
turned out to greet Mr. 
Shaath, ^riio will take up the 
post of “minister" for coop- 
eration and planning in the 
new Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority. 

PLO offldal said the 55- 
year-old businessman, who 
owns a computer softwm 
company, w^d settle in 
Gaza and prepare for the 
arrival of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafot, who is ex- 
pected late this month or in 
early July. 

Dr. Shaath was chauffered 
from Cairo in a black 
Peugeot 505. 

m paid a 24-hour visit to 
Gaza City on May 19-20, 
bringing thousands of dollars 
to pay the New Palestinian 
police force. 

The offidals who met him 
on the Israeli side of the 
Rafab border terminal on 
Thnday said he would be 
carrying large amounts of 
money again. 

He was accompanied 
the PLO's represCTtative in 
^ro, Zuhdi A1 Kadia, vdio 
was not expected to stay long 
on the Strip, as well as two erf 
his three diikiren. - 

The Shaaths would live 
temporarily in a new seafront 


hotel in Gaza Strip. 

Born in 1938 of a Palesti- 
nian father and a Lebanese 
mother in Safod, Galilee, his 
family left for Egypt at the 
age of 10 when Israel was 
created in 1948. 

He studied in Alexandria 
before leaving for the United 
States in 19^ where he be- 
came president of the Arab 
Students’ Organisation. In 
1965^ be returned to Egypt 
and fook up an active role in 
political life. 

The 1967 Nfiddle East war 
prompted Dr. Shaath to re- 
new links witii the Palestinian 
movement and within two 
years he left for Beirut. 

It was while teaching at the 
American University of 
Beirut that he became a lead- 
ing imkesman for Fateh, 
Ararat's mainstream PLO 
foction. 

However, differences with 
the PLO leadership at the 
start of the dvU war saw him 
return to Egrpt in 1976. 

Durii^ the 1982 invasion 
of Lebuion by Israel, Elr. 
Shaath defend^ die Palesti- 
nian cause in Europe and the 
United States. 

A widower. Dr. Shaath de- 
scribes him sdf as a bom 
optimist and prides himself 
on never having been on the 
nX> payroll. 

Dr. Shaath said the be- 
nefits of the independent 
Palestinian authority were 
coming through: T^ first 
identity cards were issued a 
few days ago, passports were 


being printed and free pas- 
sage between Gaza and 
Jericho would start next 
w^, with Palestinian offic- 
ers on the borders. 

He said the Palestinian 
embassy in Cairo would start 
issuing visas to visitors to 
Gaza and Jericho widiin two 
weeks. 

Dr. Shaath said negotia- 
tions between die PLO and 
Israel would resume as soon 
as pebble to spread the 
Patetinian authority over the 
West Bank, to complete busi- 
ness in Gaza and Jeridio and 
to proceed with the commit- 
tee for the return of Palesti- 
nians displaced since 1967. 

“My country will never be 
a suitcase," Dr. Shaath said 
on his departure from Cairo, 
borrowing a verse from 
Palestinian poet Mahmoud 
Darwisfa that has become a 
slo^ forexiled Palestinians. ' 

*^e are going back for 
good," said Dr. Shaath, vis- 
ibly moved. 

“But I feel I will always be 
a part of Egypt and that 
Egypt will always be in my 
hea^” said Dr. Shaath, rrot- 
ing his wife was an Egj^an 
and his sons had also married 
Egyptians. 

He bade farewell to the 
journalists who bad hounded 
him throughout the conipli- 
cated autonomy negotiations 
between the PLO and Israel. 

- “It is a very important day 
in my life. 1 am full of hope," 
Dr. Shaath told a news con- 
ference before leaving Cairo. 



Nabn Shaath 

Responding to Palestinian 
opposition group's fears that 
Mr. Arafot would nm the 
new self-rule areas autocrati- 
cally, he said denKicracy was 
a must. He hoped Mr. Arafot 
would be there “within the 
next 10 days.” 

“I assure you of my com- 
mitment and that of our lead- 
ership to democracy. If SOTie 
of our leaders close up and 
decide they want to make 
Lfliiputian dictatorship it will 
mean the end of Palestine 
ris-a-vis its people and the 
world," he said. 

“I am goings home with a 
feeling that the donors are 
behind us, that the world is 
behind us." 

Dr. Shaath flayed down . 
threats by the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad movements 
against Palestinian offidals 
for signing a peace agreement 
with Israel. 

“1 hope we will be just, 
foir, democratic leaders and 
builders and I hope that this 
will get us protection from > 
the people themselves, by the 
people themselves,” he said. 


Slovenia opens consulate in Amman 


By a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Slovenian De- 
wty Prime Minister Lojze 
raerie Tuesday opened a 
consulate for Slovenia in Am- 
man and held a reception at 
the Amman Marrion Hotel 
to celebrate the occasion. 
J sq i Murad, honorary^ con- 
sul of Slovenia in Jordw told ' 
the Jordan Times that the 
move would pave the ground 
to raising to level of di- 
plomatic representation to 
the embassy level at a later 
stage. 

Mr. Peterie, who arrived 
Tuesday in Amman met 
Prime fmnister Abdul Salam 
Ai Majali and ^finiste^ of 
State to Foreign Affairs Tal- 
d Al Hassan to discuss rela- 
tions and prospects for eco- 
nomic, scientific and trade 
relations. 

Mr. Peterie was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency . 
Petra, as saying that his coun-. 
try appreciates Jordan s con- 
structive and active role in 
tte Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Slovenia is concerned with 
promoting relations with Jor- 
dan because the country was 



Prime Minbter Abdul Ml^aB Taesday mcete with risitbig SkweniaD Deputy Prime* 

Minister Lcgae Frierie who arrived at the head of a deleg a tion for talks on proBHrfing trade 
and ecoDomiG cooperathm (Petra pholb) 


one of the first to recognise 
Slovenia following the break 
up of former Yi^pslavia, said 
I^erie who is acccmipa- 
nied by an official delegation. 

Expiressiog his pleasure at 
viriting Jonfon, Mr. Peterie 
said he hoped he would dis- 
cuss nnth Industry and Ttade 


Minister Rima Khalaf pros- 
pects to economic and trade 
cooperation before he leaves 
the country for home 
Wednesday. 

It is bop^ that the consu- 
late, located on Mecca 
Street, would soon be trai^ 
formed into an embassy to 
further boost bilateral ties he 


smd. 

Mr. Murad, as well'as Mr. 
Al Hassan and Foreigo 
Mi^tiy Secretaiy Gmi^ 
Naytf Al Hadid, wbc angW 
the Jordanian officials to wel- 
come Mr. Pbterie- and bL 
delegation upon his arrival 
in Amman. 


Senior RJ executives reshuffled 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
Jordanian (RI), the xasioxal 
carrier on Tuesday 
announced major dianges in- 
volving senior RJ staff. 

Under the dianges, made 
by RI President and Chief 
Executive officer Mahmoud 
Balqaz, Nader Al Dahabi 
was appointed first deputy 
diief executive officer. 

Mr. Dahabi retained his 
direct supervisoty responsi- 
bility for the engineering and 
maintenance department and 


the adminis trative control 
over the planning and man- 
agement control depart- 
ments. 

Aqel Biitajt was named 
vice pneskleot of investments 
and Zeid Kiiani was 
appointed advisor to the 
president. 

Omar Zokash was named 
vice pnesident of information 
tystems. 

Zuheir Zahman was 
named vice president of 
administration and pirocure- 


ments, and Musa Anz as vice 
•president of managiement 
control. 

Ghassan Ali was named 
deputy vice president of fi- 
nance and Majdi Sabri as 
deputy vice president of 
nuuketing and sales. 

Smner Majaii was named 
vice pTMi^t of airport and 
in-fi^t services, a^ Ihsan 
Naghawi as assistant vice 
president of planning. Mi. 
Balqaz also captain 

George Matta as assisfont 


vice pnesident of the opera- 
tions control centre, and 
transfened Fathi Sal^;to 
the finaooe department 'to 
assume his new duties as 
assistant vice president -fbr 
accounts. • 

Mr. Balqaz decidedL-to 
attadi Alia Gateway Ifofd, 
tiie duty free riiop, the RJ 
supply section training cen- 
tre, R(tyal Tours, Alia Hospi- 
tality Services and the pte- 
sengeis' boutique to the in- 
vestments depaxtment. 


Ceremony marks completion of RSS-JICA project 


"t. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cere- 
mony was held Tuesday at 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) marking the compk^ 
tion of the RSS Computer 
Technology Development 
and Training Centre inroject 
which was established 
through cooperation between 
the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JlCA)j 
RSS and the Hi^r ^unefl 
to Science and. Technology' 
(JCST), an RSS statement 
said. 

The centre aims at intro- 
ducing and developing com- 
puter technology, following 
up the new developments in 
this field and training man- 
power in tile field of compu- 
ter by holding long-term and 


short-term training courses in 
order to contribute to the 
socio-economic develofxnent 
of Jordan. 

It was supplied witii mod- 
ern equipment, advanced 
main-frame and micro com- 
puto sets, and necessary 
sotoare to enable it to cany 
out its duties at the national 
and pan-Arab levels. 

The centre began last 
to organise advanced traming 
courses for Jordanian and 
Arab specialists and teefani- 
daus. 

Three long-term courses 
entitled “Senior Progran^ 
mer" and three others enti- 
tled “System Engineeruig'’ 
have so for been h^ with foe 
paitidpation of 127 trainees 


indnding several from Syria, 
Egypt, Bahrain, Oman, Ye- 
men and Mauritania. 

Attending Tuesday's cere- 
mony whicfa.marked the for- 
mal handing over of the cen- 
tre's <^reratibns to Jordan, 
were Ikeda Yuji, the 
J^ranese ambassador in Am- 
roao, the repneseotative of 
the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency in Am- 
man, and several guests. 

Mr. Yuji addressed foe 
^theriog saying that the pro- 
ject tymbol^ foe dose and 
long-lasting cooperation and 
friendship bettroo Jordan 
and Japan. Prairing RSS's 
technical and manpower 
capabilities, Mr. Yuji said 
that this stems frrom RSS’s 


continued commitment'-to 
achieving further sdentifo; 
knowledge and its strenu&ns 
radeavours to acquiie 'lhe 
latest in the field of sdepoe 
and technology. ■ 

He ac^d , that' Jaj^^ 
assistance to Joriian aims 
generally at bolstering 
sodo-economic development 
process hr the country. 

Haul Mulki, secretary 
general of the Higher Coundl 
for Sdenoe and Tecfmtrfogy 
and RSS jrresident, pointed 
to Jordaman-Japanese coop- 
eration as friaying a key role 
in developing Jordanian ex- 
pertise and enharrdng tte 
countty’s role and its con- 
tribution to foe field of scien- 
ce and technology. 


UNESCO forms women’s cultural network 
to promote exchanges in the Mediterranean! 


By Rana Husseini 
Spedfil to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As the issues 
of women's rights and 
equality have been discus- 
sed for several years at the 
national level in many 
countries, the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) 
announced foe formation 
of a shore-to-shore net- 
work to promote cultural 
exchange in the Mediterra- 
nean region. 

The announcement was 
made at UNESCO's prepa- 
ratory meeting in Bonn, 
Germany, for the confer- 
ence on the launching of- 
the U.N. -sponsored net- 
work. 


Accordiug to Badi'a 
Mtu^d, director of cultural 
relations at the Ministry of 
Education and who repre- 
sented Jordan as the coun- 
try's network coordinator 
to the Bonn meeting last 
April, “our main goaf here 
in Jordan is to create 
awareness among Jorda- 
nian institutes and women's 
organisations about the 
formation of the network.” 

Ms. Murad said the net- 
work aims at providing a 
structure for the attainment 
of twin objectives; activat- 
ing inter-cultural dialogue 
in order to foster the sf^t 
of peace and tolerance in 
the region, and promoting 
women leaders of cultural 
action. 

TJie network will link 
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cultural bodies adminis- 
trated by women in 
Mediterranean countries, 
1^. Murad said, elaborat- 
ing on the issues discussed 
at foe meeting. 

In addition, she^aid, the 
network is desired to pro- 
vide opportunities for dia- 
logue, exchanging and 
sharing, thus enabling 
members to draw on a wide 
range of resources, in- 
formation and experiences. 

Furthermore, Murad 
said the form of inter-re- 
gional cooperation will 
make it jx>ssible to experi- 
ment with foe “countless 
posribilities of cultural <iis- 
‘semination and distribution 
in the new global and 
Mediteiranean context.” It 
will test women's cultural 
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action in a specific euviron- 
ment, she Mded. 

Moreover, Ms. Murad 
said, UNESCO will coor- 
dinate joint actions, facili- 
tate contact among net- 
work memters. help to 
identify possible sources of 
aid and fonding, and com- 
pile and help to circulate 
informatiou. ^ 

"UNESCO’s ultimate 
objective is to see tbe net- 
work operate smoothly and 
be folly independent of tbe 
organisation,” said Ms. 
Murad. 

. urged all involved 
individuals and organisa- 
tions to contact the l^nis- 
fry of Education with prop- 
o^s for discussion at fo- 
tiire UNESCO meetings OD 
this topic. 
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rescues trapped youth 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 1994 


By Rana Hiwwfini 
to the Jordan Tines 

AMMAN -- After beine 
,tiapped between rocks for 
than four bonis in steep 
]*{*ney» a 17-old-o1d youth 
was rescued by a 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) team. 

According*to Cq>laia 
AMul Ra*ouf ^*aytah, the 
. CDD was notified at approx- 
•nnately 6p.m. Monday even- 
ing tbm a youth was trapped 
m. a valley , h, ai $kiemeh 
- town hear Baqaa. - 
. CapL Ma'aytab told the 
'Jordan Times that the rescue 
;operation began at about 8 
and lasted tfil 3 a.m.. 
the next day. 

*Tt was a troublesome task 
because it was at ni^t and it 
was difficult for the CDD 


team to reach the area where 
the youth was trapped,” 
Cwt. Ma'aytah said. 

He added that the rescue 
team used ropes to cross the 
400-nietre distance to reach 
the trapped boy. 

“We were contacted by the 
police department who 
advised us to wait until next 
day to save the youth by 
helicopter, but we decided 
that we could go on using our 
equipment.” he added. 

The boy, Ashraf M. 
Adwan. had gone hunting for 
birds with some of his friends 
in that area. While reaching 
for a birds nest, he slipped 
between the rocks, the report 
said. 

Ashrafs friends tried to 
rescue him but failed and 
decided to call for help. 


The boy was reported in 
good condition. 

Nine people were injured 
Monday in Karak after a fight 
erupted between two tribes 
reg^ding grazing sheep, a 
police report said. 

Without naming the tribes 
involved, the report said, the 
fi^t started when the sheep 
belonging to five shepherds 
grazed from a fodder that 
belonged to a group of seven 
shepherds. 

The argument turned into 
a first fi^t and nine people 
were taken to hospitals. 

All nine injured in the 
brawl were listed in fair to 
good condition. 

Police said they detained 
the rest pending further in- 
vestigation into the case. 
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By Jean-Qaode jQias 

Sjpeaaf to tbc Jordaii Times 

-AMMAN — Ageless songs, 
distinguished charm and 
genuine French sf^t will be 
■&e gifts A^enne will bring 
with her this week from 
France to entertain audience 

■ in Jordan. 

‘ . The celebrated frianist, Ro- 
«r Pouly, will accompany 
•ber graced singing. 

' Owning the French week 

■ at the Inter.Continental 
Hotel, Adrienne will give two 
xoncerts; on Thursday and 
-Friday. The musical event is 
'presented Air France and 
Ae Frendi Cultural Centre in 

- Amman. 

' Far from modern, 
•e^>hemeral trends, ignoring 
p^e imitations of Anglo- 
Saxon rock music that the 
French airwaves too often 
cany, Adrienne's scmgs be- 
long to the admirable reper- 
toire of stylish Frendi music 
•with themes that never die. 

• : Her interpretaticm, on ber 
last compact disc (CD), of 
standards like ‘*Les feuilles 
. mortcs." “Que reste-i-il de 
nos •amours*’ or “Syracuse" 
.Li addition to her own com- 
' positions, brii^ a fresh 
breeze of pure FVendi poet- 
perfectly channelled by 
her soft, weightless, well ba- 
lanced voice. 

Roger Pouly is a star by 
himself, having released 
several CDs of superb 







Adrieime 

“piano-bar" instrumental 
music. 

The Adrienne and Roger 


Pouly duo is a living, mnsical 
demonstration of French 
savoir-ftdre. 


Experts study projects to preserve Petra 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Petra, Jordan’s 
main tourist attraction and 
most valu^le archaeolo^^ 
site, is in need of protection 
and preservation if its mag- 
nificence is to survive, 
according to par^pants in 
the panel discussion held at 
the Friends of Archaeology 
Centre (FOA) Monday even- 
ing. 

Under the title “Is Petra 
endangered?” the panel, de- 
scribed by FOA President 
Rami Kbrniry as people who 
want to raise awareness of 
archaeology, talked about 
plans for preserving Petra 
antd protecting it fir^ the 
destructive elements of 
weather. 

Abd Al Dab Abu Ayyash, 
assistant of the secretary 
general of the Mmistty of 
Tourism and Antiquities, dis- 
cussed the objectives and 
activities of the ministry’s 
Petra Higher Committee 


(PHC) saying that ‘it is bi^ 
time for the government to 
start moving” m the direction 
of developing Petra as the 
“centre of a touristic drcular 
movement in the country.” 

Dr. Abu Ayyash said that 
the development of Petra 
should go hand in hand with 
protecting it from national 
environmental threats. 
Sa^g that ai^roxiniately 
3,000 tourists visit the andent ' 
dty dai^, a master plan to 
handle issues of infrastruc- 
ture of hotels, Foacte and 
parking areas is being drawn 
by the government. 

He also stressed the “real” 
need for the fonnation M a 
greater munidpality in the 
area to indude the surround- 
ings of Petra, such as Wadi 
Moosa and Ta^ieh, to im- 
prove fedlities and services. 
These indude the sewage sys- 
tem, electridty, conununiea- 
tion and health services. 

Tourism management, be 
said, is cnidal in light of the 


rising interest of the private 
sector to invest in the touris- 
tic area. “We expect the 
estabKshinent of 19 hotels by 
the year 19^,” said Dr. Abu 
Ayyash, saying that JD3S 
miitio n are currendy invested 
in tiie trade. 

Talal Akasheh, of the 
Higher Coundl fo r Sd ence 
anoTechnology (HCST), ex- 
plained the sdentific and 
tectaolracal aspects of pro- 
tecting mra. 

He questioned the advan- 
tages and disadvanta^ of 
excavations, exploration as 
well as restortion of the rose- 
red dty. 

He said that many consid- 
erations have to be studied 
before embarking on any 
tourist attraction activities — 
mainly the preservation of 
Petra's cultura heritage. 

Dr. Akasheh said that the 
HCST has been involved in 
documentation of Petra’s 
monomenls and assessing the 
damage of wind and water 


erosion on them in order to 
“keep tap on evotviag weath- 
ering processes.” 

The German and Japanese 
governments are involved in 
projects in Petra whereby 
training is provided for stu- 
dents of archaeology at 
Irbid’s Yarmouk Univeisity 
by German ejqierts, udiile the 
Japanese government has a 
researdi team involved in 
geodiemical documentation 
of the rocks of Petra, accord- 
ing to Dr. Alm^h. 

He added that Petra can 
only be protected and pre- 
served if the inhabitants of 
the areas surrounding it are 
aware of the urgency and 
importance of conserving the 
unique and predous dty. 

“People around Petra need 
to be amongst those most 
interested in Ae protection of 
Petra,” he said. 

Moreover, a UNESCO 
(United Nations ^ncation, 
Sdentific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation) team of experts is 


involved in drawing the mas- 
ter plan to preserve the dty’s 
rich archaeological treasures 
with the help of local 
international experts, said 
Anna Paolini, an Italian 
scholar who has done exten- 
sive researdi in ^tra. 

The eight-member team 
has evaluated the seriousness 
of water-caused soil erosion 
in the ate. The experts are 
also working on intr^udng a 
plan for developing Wadi 
Mousa to make it more 
louristically oriented, Ms. 
Paolini said. 

After discussing the 
numerous projects taking 
friace at Petia and their im- 
pact on the area, the panel, , 
conduded its sesaon by seres- ' 
sing the need for cooperation 
between the various parties 
concerned to soccessfriUy 
achieve their cemunon prior- 
iQr, whid) is the d^lopment 
and preservation of the 
andent dty of Petra. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


WORLD CUP USA 1994 

vMea«M'i«gii#w>rM«ipfnnthaU iMatphiig 

— ^Worid Cup USA 1994** at the Aasoicaa Center 
andftflrinra (4tiW p.m.^:W p.m.) 


Concert at the Royal Cattnral Centre at ftOO pun. 

FILM AND SLIDE SHOW 

Film in F-ngKsh entitled **The Deep Sleep* at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Art and Cultnre at 7:00 pun. (Td. 495291). 

Slide show entitled “Contemporary American Printmaking 
And The Work Of Larry Thomas** at Dual Al Fnium of dm 
Abdnl llamrrd Foundation in Jabal Lnwcfiiddi at 

4.-00 pun. CTcl- 643251/2). 


tsmmmar |b Aralne ‘Tniili munf ntri Variation: Its 

Meanings and Importance Cor Humanity** iiy Dr. Adnan Al 
Kri and Dr. Davnwd Al *Imwi at Abdnl Hameed Skomau 
Foundation in Jriial Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Erinbition Iqr ]dastk artist Siawtcat Al Alonsi at Afia Art 
Gallery (T^ 672S72). 

RyhiMtinm on the development of **Le Lonvre** al the 
Frendi Cnltnrai Ceolre. 

RYhihiisiin of photogta|dis by artist Khaled Sa*id rt the 
Royal Cidtoral Centre. 

P ahHing wdiiliitin n by uiist George Balyoari at Al Briqaa 
Art GaDeiy a«L 720677). 


ICARD A to start 2-day workshop 
on natural resources management 


By Eln NasraDab 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Specialists to- 
day will start a two-day work- 
shop on biodiversity and 
natural resources manage- 
ment in the Near East region. ' 

Organised by ICAlWA 
(International Centre for 
Agricultural Researdi in the 
Dry Areas) at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel, the work- 
shop will bring together dele- 
gates from Jordan, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Syria and Turkey 
to Higgnae ways to pTotect soU 
and water resources and stem 
desertification in their re- 
gions through the imple- 
mentation of a wide-scale 
{MOgramme on ‘biodiversity 
and natural resources man- 
agement,’ according to 
ICARDA Coordinator for 
the West Asia Region Nasri 
Haddad. 

Dr. Haddad told the Jor- 
dan. Times that the work- 
shop. which will be attended, 
by ICARDA Director 
General Nasrat Fadda along 
with ten senior sdentists from 
tibe centre, is expected to 
work out details of a proposal 
to be presented to donor 
nations for financing nature^ 
safeguard programmes in the 


Near East 

In the meeting, whidi will 
be opened by Agri^ture 
^£nister Mansour &n Tarif, 
the delegates are also ex- 
pected to discuss ways of 
protecting the environment 
guided by recommendations 
passed by die Earth Summit 
in Rio De Janeiro in 1992, 
according to Dr. Haddad. 

He the meeting is 
organised in conjuction tritfa 
the International Plan Gmie- 
tic Resource Institute mid 
will focus on ways to ensure 
sustainable agrioiltural and 
rural development and 
methods of dealing with 
drought and the management 
of land sustainability. 

It is hoped, be said, that 
tbe delegates and ICARDA 
will rea& agreement on a 
defined proposal to initiate 
tbe project for the best in- 
terest of the countries in the 
Near East. _ 

According fo the ICARt 
DA ofiidal, the workshop 
complements in some way 
ICARDA’s endeavours to 
d^elop i^cultarc, fanning 
and paknie lands in tire And> 
World. 

For instance, be smd, tbe 
sQ-called ' Ma^req project* 


which is being implemented 
in Arab countries has similar 
objectives and aims at help- 
ing these nations increase 
pi^uctivity of barley, forage 
and sheep. 

One 51^ Mashr^ project 
is being conducted in Moroc- 
co and another in Syria, Iraq 
and Jordan, Dr. Haddad 
said. 

He added that tbe five-year 
project in Syria, Iraq mid 
Jordan uill be complete this 
y^ and ICARDA is plan- 
ning a renewed mandate in 
the three Arab states. 

Through this project 
ICARDA is providing exper- 
tise for agricuhoral activities 
and for training national 
staff, and it has been transfer- 
ring technology to fanners 
and sheep owners. 

Last week, said Dr. Had- 
dad, a 10-member group rep- 
resenting emsns and officials 
from 1 f^, Syria, and Jor^ 
.yirited ICARDA projects ^ 
Morocco and familiarised 
themselves with the progress 
of work on fennlands and 
food production programmes 
as well as other i^evant acti- 
vities conducted under 
ICARDA supervision and 
help. 
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The message from Europe 


THE RESULTS of the elections for the European 
Parliament this week should carry no surprises. 
They are telling indications of people’s fimsfra- 
tion with the status quo both on the inter nal and 
external scenes. The fact that the parties in 
power, whether the left or the ri^t, have 
suffer^ equal setbacks in their bids for the 
Strasboni^ assembly reflects a dear dissatisfec- 
tkm by the electorate with flie poBdes that the 
Enropean govonments are parsning. 

I The poiides of the British Conservatives and 
I the Spanish Socialists, to take two opposites, 
have in the past two years cmne under inoeasing 
pressure for failing to address growing economic 
and soda! problems. 

The Enropean roling parties seem to be 
oblivions to the growing r^essness the voters 
are showing over the handling of the European 
Union affairs and the integration and stabilisa- 
tion of Europe. 

But the Europeans, no matter how genuine 
and profound foeir problems are, are to be 
envied. Thousands of mfllitnis of people — poor 
and downtrodden ^ cannot even have a say in 
the way they are being governed, let alone be able 
to change their government. 

What many of the West Enropean leaders fail 
to see in their quest for a grand Europe is that 
deep in Europeans’ thought is a very genuine 
concern not only for their own wellbeing but for 
others inside and outside the omtuient whose fate 
will eventually have its reverberations in Europe. 

While the Enropean leaders press ahead to- 
wards a united Europe, it seems th^ this grand 
objective is blinding their eyes to the plight of the 
Bosnians, the Algerians, the Afghans, flie 
Rawandans, and the Irish. 

Europe, especially with its past record, cannot 
turn a blind eye to the pl^ht of all those people. 
Peace and prosperity in Western Europe cannot 
be>expected to hold for another 50 years while 
people on its western, eastern and soufliern 
ffonliers are in tnnnoil. Europe, the cradle of 
Western civilisation has a moral obligation to 
lead and to lend a h^ni^ hand to those in dire 
n^. By doing that, it wiD be protecting its 
future. 

West European leaders cannot just wash their 
hands of Eastern Europe and Africa and ask 
America to lead. The U.S. has a hH^ histocy 
not wanth^ to act as a world leader. This has 
been demonstrated during World War n, during 
which the U.S. balked from the war for five 
years. The domestic challenges which wfll force 
the U.S. to look forward in the near f u t u re wiD 
leave a vaconm that Europe is best qualified to 
fiU. 

We in the Middle East look at Europe with 
great concern. We want the European experi- 
ment to work and succeed. We hope for it to 
engulf the whole Ot Europe. But we also look on 
Emope for partnership as do African and East 
Eunq>eans. And unless Europe recognises the 
hopes, aspirations and needs of its ne^hboors, its 
experiment could foD vkthn to conflicts that wfll 
start elsewhere, but will end op breaking through 
the doors of the Continent. 

Ateo, while the leaders of Europe can keep all 
the proUms surrounding the Continent at a : 
ID the shoit term, they cannot keqp the | 
images of misery strife frmn readiin^ into 
every Enropean home. Considering Enrope’s 
histi^ and past involvement in the current 
troubled parts of the world, these images are sure 
to stir some disomtent. 


ARABIC PRESS COHIMEin'ARlES 


NOW THAT tbe Arab Le^ue is dto>layiiig total impo- 
tence in <^e^iing with Arab issues, more and more Arab 
countries are seeking inmmational help for settling con- 
fficts in the region, said A1 Ra*i Arabic dail^. Tbe 
said the Arab summit institution is also showin g nO - demr e 
to tacide issues of concern to the Arab World, , proinptiQg 
Arab governments to seek foreign' help all the time. One 
stark example is tbe conflict in Yemen, where all Arab 
mediation efforts failed and where the Arab League proved 
unable to stop the fratrectdal fighting, prompting Yemeni 
leaders on both sides to seek U.N. asastanpe to arrange for 
a ceasefire and to end the bloody war, said the paper. : 
Indeed, said the paper, mistrust aamg die Arab leadens 
and failure on the part of the Arab Leauge to act pnmptly . 
to deal with emeti^des have left a vacuum for foreigners 
to fill. The paper said before the Yemeni crisis, the ^bs 
opened their doors wide to the American-led coalition 
which wreaked havoc in Iraq, causing untold sufferings for 
the Iraqi people. Tbe paper expressed hope that tiie U.N. 
env(^ Alakfadar A1 Ibrahimi wil! eventually find a way for 
settling the conflict in Yemen and avert foreign inteifernce. 


Washington Watch 


By James Z<^y 


Arab- Americans and their self definition at a time of change 


■CAUGHT IN the confusion of current events, the Arab- 
American community is fadng diallengn both to hs self- 
•identity and to the direction of its political organisations. 

This month’s issue of a Wariiington area Arab-American 
magazine even reports that one Arab-American leader is 
thinking of resi gnin g his position both hecpMW- be is 
disilludoned with tbe Israeli-Palestinian accord and b^use 
be is finding it difficult to define a political agenda that 
makes sense within the new pc^tical context. 

The need to rethink the role of Arab-American or^nisa- 
tions and their political agenda is not a task to be taken 
fightly or to be feax^. Ihe end of the cold war, tbe Gulf war 
and the ongoing Middle East peace process have all play^ a 
part in creating a new political re^ty both in the United 
States and in tbe Middle East. Such a transition cannot help 
but be traumatic for any group of leaders or peoples used to 
operating for decades under assumptions that are suddenly 
no longer valid. 

Many Arab-Americans consider themselves “eriles” and 
because they do not define themselves folly as Americans, 
they do not participate in American politics or culture. Their 
approadi to politics and to tbe Middle East reflects their 
inability to make the leap from there to here. They continue 
to ffame issues in tbe langu^ and ideologies of thie past and 
cannot grasp that doois are open to our community that have 
never b^ opened before. For them, the overriding issues 
are not tbe stnig^es fadng tiie American people but rather ' 
the regional, ideological and political struggles ’’back 
home.” » 

Some Arab-American political oiganisations have allowed 
this mindset to set the tone and agenda of their political work 
and their own identity. By defining themselves as outriders 
with a non-American agenda, they ensure that they and 
those they represent win remain on the maipns of American 
political and cufti^ life. 

To defina oneself in this way reduces Arab-Americans to 
the status of mere surrogates for various Arab regimes, 
causes or prind^es and those who embrace this attitude 
' become hatf pec^e, ndtiter fully Arab — because they do 
not live in the Worid — nor fully American, because 
they have refused to partidpate as Americans in the 
American cultural and political scene. 

This status of “exfle” is perhaps fruitful for intellectuals, 
writers and artists. Tbe isolation imposed by separation can 
be a powerful incentive to work and create, to struggle to . 
assist the tr ans fomation of the old country and tbe old ways 
that still dominate there. Exiles from the Soviet Union, 
Eastern Europe and elsewhere have all made ^eat contribu- 
tions not only to American culture, but to their homelands. 
Even so, a divided self cannot thrive forever. To live as an 


outrider mrices pyshic and cultural demands too cfifficult for 
most people to sustain indefinitely. Sooner or later, one must 
find home — either going back or staying and 
asrimflating. That is tbe experience of every immigrant 
group and Arab-Americans wfll be no different. 

For tbe vast majority of Arab-Americans, tbe 70 per cent 
jxrni in the United States and the larger p^ of the recent 
immigrant commimity, the dioice has been made. They are 
Americans who can see no braefit from accepting a 
surrogate status. These Arab-Americans see tbemserves as a 
component group witiiin American society and they seek to 
participate in and enjoy being a part of the complex cultural 
mosaic of the United States. 

For fois group tto chalienges posed by the new era are 
interesting and mcdting. For example, tiie shifting of the 
political l a n dscape brou^t about by the Israel-PLO mutual 
recognition has enabled Arab-Americans to pi" unpre- 
ce d ented access and acoeptanoe as a pn|jtin»i and gfnuig 
constituency. They are benefiting as a commanity from 
greater poUtuaL opportunities. Thrir diaUenge is bow to 
shore up their podtion given tbe new atmospmre while at 
the same time maintaining their role as a brid^ to the Arab 
World and its people. 

Fundamen^y, they rej^ not only self isolation but the 
efforts of politick adversaries to isolate them portraying 
them as foreigners who somehow do not belong in the 
United States. Tbe vast majority of Arab-Americans have 
not only steadfastly rejected such ghararh»p «at f nng, but they 
have orga n i s ed politu^ly to defeat those who are trying to 
relegate them to seconddass status. There have been 
instances where they the tables on Arab barters by 
isolating them from their own party and political oonsti- 
toency. 

_ L&ewise, these Arab-Americans are not reacting defen- . 
9wly because suddenly tiiere are doors open that tove never 
been open before. Rather, they are seeking to admitt- 
ance for as many Arab-Americans as po^ble. Th^ have 
digested the nature of politics — (kxMs must be but 

once they are open it is up to a ^veu group or pni Wcal 
con^tuency to parlay access into opportunity, power, amt ■ 

And recognising the new realities has enabled Arab- 
Americans to empower themselves by becoming fiiU players 
in the U.S. political process. 

The agenda has tiiree parts: 

1. To empower Arab-Americans in the political main- 
stream. 

effort requires setting up a system through whidi 
qualified Arab-Americans can be considered for appoint- 
ments or jobs at all levels of local, state and fedei^ 
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Racial wounds are hard to heal 


By Lawnace Bartlett 
Ageace France Ptesse 

HARARE — As South 
Africa sets out to heal the 
.wounds oi racial «wifljgr, 
recent evmts in ndgiibour- 
ing Zimbabwe toow that 
tiie scars last a kmg time. 

Fourteen years after the 
eod of white rule and more 
than a century after col- 
onisation, a white faints, 
plan to GoauDemocate foe 
arrivai erf their ancesttns 
ox-wagon has been de- 
nounced as dueatening a 
race war. 

The spec tr e of war was 
raised botii ’^^ce-Prea- 
deot Jodiua Nkomo, who 
has been making in- 
creasingly vitriofle attacks 
on ufoites in recent mootiis, 
and by D^nity Govern- 
ment Minister Simon 
Moyo. 

Mr. Nkomo, who repe- 
ated an eariier warning of 
dvil war, said whites «4 k> 
’foerpetnate racial friction” 
sooiM ‘’move out of onr 
oonntxy befne it is too 
late.” 

At the centre erf the latest 
row is tiie Roseirfeb Csmily, , 
vriudi fsnns in tbe Manila ' 
Tanching area some 70 
kfl om e tr es west of Bala- 


1894 after trekking north 
from Sooth Africa. 

Bnt when their plans 
came to the ttteatkn of 
Mr. Moyo, tbe Nff for tiie 
area, be s^ ’’imrqieatant 
white settlers” woe plan- 
ning to celebrate foe defeat 
of foe Ndebde of 

Lobaignla, wfaifo was sid>- 
jogated by white occupa- 
tion forces a century ago 
last October. 

He said if they went 
ahead it would be a dedaxa- - 
tioD of war and “they will 
profris^ fKiet didr racist 
mpetite and mis^iided ac- 
tion.” 


years as Zimbabweans. 
There was no intentioo to 
offend anyone. 

’This is our home. We 
are proud to be here. Why 
shouldn’t we celebrate?” 

Mr. Rosenfels, a fluent 
Ndebeie speaker, was 
chosen President Robert 
Mugabe in 1990 as an MP 
for the rulmg ZANU (FF) 
party. 

hfisunderstanding or not, 
tiie reactions of Mr. Moyo 
and Mr. Nkomo demons- 
trate how fragile is the 
veneer of radal reccmcilia- 
tioo in Zimbabwe nearly a 
decade-and-a-half after tbe 


“There remains a deep-seated resent- 
ment of white wealth ^proportionate 
to their numbers, and the govern- 
ment’s plans over the past two years to 
nationalise millions of hectares of 
white-owned land for the resettlement 
of blacks have brought smouldering 
discontent to the surface.” 


They were planmng a fni- 
vate family reunion 00 one. 
of tb^ fums, indiiding a 
20 IdUMnetres trip in an 
m-wagon, following tiie 
road, used by fanuly pat- 
'liardi Max Roseafeis when 
be settled there in July 


Although he did not 
name the Rosenfels and 
said tiie plans involved a 
oohnnn of h or s em en anri 
c^-wagons Tufii^ into foe 
dty otBahmyOfit is dear 
tiitt he was taiwng about 
the family. 

’‘It b a total mbander- 
stamiing,” said Max Rosen- 
,feb, great-grandson of the 
original smtier. “We are 
siin|4y celebrating our 100 


.mid of a bloody guerrilla 
war to overthrow white 
minority rule. 

Mr. Nkomo has led the 
attack in recent months on 
the country’s 100,000 
whites, who make up one 
per cent of the pcqmlation, 
r^niarly departmg from bb 
prepared speeches to do- 
nomice them for refusing to 
bcomne asamilated as true 
Zimbabweans anri ftwimg to 


share their wealth and land 
with bla^. 

“Whites have oontinued 
shuiming os,” be said in hb 
latest outing 

But Mr. Mngate has also 
joined tbe off en sive a g«ngi 
whites, accusii^ them last 
month of supporting 
opposition paraes in an 
attempt to r^ain power be- 
hind a black front. 

Tbe omithiiial smpmg at 
whites has been conoenmed 
by some Independent 
black-owned local news- 
papers, widi tto Httucial 
Gazette writii^ that: “We 
should resbt mfo all our 
mi^t a damaging propag^- 
tHMi of race hatiM.” 

Ptriitical ana^sts suggest 
dim ^foites are simpty bong 
used as poBtical wupini^ 
boys fn- the hard economic 
times tbe country b gmng 
through ahead of eleetiom 
early next year. 

But there remains a 
deep-seated resentment of 
white wealfo dhp ioportion- 
ate to their nombm, and 
the government's plans 
over tbe past two years to 
naticmalbe nrillioDS of he^ 
tares of wliitccwned land 
for the resettlement of 
blacks have brought 
smouldering dbcmitent to 
tbe surface. 

.Land r eform bone of the 
i^es Sooth Africa also 
faces as the country’s first 
black eovenuneiic, Netted 
in Aprd, tries to come to 
terms wM the Ixtter ladal 
legacies left by white'-' 
mmoiity rule. 


government. It also means supporting Arab-A merica ns 
candidates as well as those candi^tes who best repremirt 
tiieir political concerns and agendas. Thb requires a sophisti- 
cated approach that does not torn on a ^ven Section or a 
single position of a candidete. Politics b not onlj^ about 
electing friends, but also about trying to torn enemies into 


^The most obvious manifestations of poling suf^iort are 
raising money and ^tting out tiie vote and thb requim ^ 
participation in all aspects of the poHtical process: Joiiwg 
poHticai parties; working in political campai^s and mobilis- 
mg tbe Arab-Americans community into a voter bloc that 
can make a difference in electoral politics. 

2. To create a role for Arab-Americans in the fiolicy 
debate over hfiddle East peace and U.S.-Arab relations. 

Once access b gained and credibility earned, Arab- 
Americans must try to responsibly contritote to tbe policy 
debates that afito them as Americans and as Arab- 
Americans. Arab-Americaiis have been do^ thb to a 
s^nificant degree sinoe tiie CKnton adnrinisonation took 
power, on issues ranging from the peace firocess and 
Palesfoiian rights to h^fo care and immigration. 

To most effectively play tins role, Arab-Americans must 
seek to define themrelves in terms of the unique status th^ 
have in American society, lliey are, in fact, Americans who 
can act as a bridge between two worlds. They can translate i 
Arab concerns into the U.S. policy debate and also com- 
municate tbe U.S. ptriitcal process and U.S. policy to foe 
Arab World. At ^ same time, as an e xtra ordinarily 
sucoessAil ethnic community, Arab-Americans need to j>ro- 
ject tbe inherited values of their Arab culture and tradition 
to die broader U.S. policy debate on domestic social issues. 

S.Finaily, politically empowered Arab-Americans should 
seek to undostand the needs of their community. 

But assessing needs without laying out a strategy to meet 
those needs will in the loi^ run be futile, too. There are 
limited resources available to all Americaiis these days, not 
just Anfo-Americans, and so a plan must be drawn up that 
shows bow and afoere to best channel community resources. * 

A survey of Arab-American community ne^ has been 
done in several cities around the country. It shows that 
Anfo-Americans, like all Americans, have a broad nmge of 
needs, sinne spraal and some common to others in oar 
sodeQf: our immigrants need social services; access to healfo 
care; Aiab-Amencan gro cers in foe inner cities need 
fMOtection and securi^ from crime; many of our cbflfoun 
need tnUngaal edncatimi or assistance. 

The plan that must now be developed b a political one — 
how to access the agpodes of government and foe institu- 
tions in U.S. society in order to {sovide Arab-Americans 
with tbe support to meet tbe needs identified. 


Peru vote seen as 
Fujimori vs Perez 
de CueUar match 


By Mary Powers 
Reuter 

LIMA — Pern’s 1995 pres- 
idential race b taking sospe 
as a contest between Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori, afoo 
b expected to stand for ;elec- 
tion, and former United Na- 
tions chief Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, polistexs sav. 

Alfoou^ neither nas offi- 
cMy de^ued hb'pandidacy, 
few Peruvians doubt Mr. Fu^ 
jimori plans to seek a second 
term and tbe former U.N. 
secretary general appears 
close to a decision to run, 
analysb and politicians who 
met with him said. 

“Perez de Cuellar b the 
•onty candidate who can ove 
Fiijimori a run for nis 
money,” said Manuel Torra- 
do, politica] oonsnitant and 
head of tiie Datum Polling 
Firm. 


/ 

Save water ... every drop counts 


The elections are set for 
next April, with a second 
round in Jane if no candidate 
gains 50 per cent of the vote. 

Danief Estrada, mayor of 
the southeastern dty of Cuz- 
co, said Mr. Perez de CueOar 
told him during a recent visit 
to Paris that he would return 
to Peru on July 20 and remain 
in the country “as Jong as he 
needs to make a dec^on.” 

A Datum poll of 999 peo- 
ple nationwide in mid-May 
mdicated a Fujimori-Perez de 
Cuellar race would be a dose 
one — 43.8 per cent would 
vote for the mcombent and 
42.8 per cent would catt bal- 
lots for the foiinu U.N. 
diief. 

A poll Iw Apoyo Sa con- 
ducted in Lima, where sup- 
port for Mr. Fujimori b seen 
as stronger, showed 45 per 
cent of those interviewed 
would vote for the prerident 
and 44 per cent would dioose 
Pereze de CueUar. 

"There b about a third 
who are soUdly in favour of 
Fjuimori, a third who solidly 
oppose him and another 
(third) who are uadedded “ 
SMd Apoyo Director Alfredo 
Torres. 

Datum’s Torrado said 

Cuellar’s unde- 
clared canfodacy had created 
opposition 
^ ^ previously 

.. Nevertheless, Mr. Fu- 
jimon continues to tide a 
wave of popular Mprovd' 

tetm ^e-year 

poll showed 
W.2 per cent approved Mr 
Fujimon, the son of Japan^ 
emigrants who rose*^ 

^0 beat noveliS 
Mano Varjgas Llosa.in ^ 

1990 ele<mon. The Adoto 

gave the ^ 

^3 61 per cent approval . 


"TTiere b no doubt Fu-J 
^ori b tbe best pre^dent 
Peru has had in a long time so 
it would be very dmigerous 
for an opposition caomdate 
to go on tiie attack,” Mr. 
Toirado said. 

Fujimori’s successes in> 
f^tmg a 14-rear-old Mko^ 
Shining Path guerrilla in- 
surgency, bringmg down in- 
flation and statnlising tbe 
economy are preoeiv^ as hb 
strongest acmevements, tbe 
analysts said. 

But most Peruvians bare, 
yet to see the successes in ^ 
economic sphere transformed 
into a real improvement in 
the quality of foeir lives, they 
addexi. 

According to tbe Datum- 
poll, 67.1 per cent of those 
surveyed identified unem- 
ployment and foe lack of jobs 
. as the number one problem 
.facing foe country toUovred 
by foe economic c risi s. 

“This time, Peruv iana are. 
going to vote wifo their pock- 
etbooks,” said Apoyo’s' 
Torres. 

Mr. Estrada said the candi-^ 
date who most successfully 
proposes “achievable ideas*' 
m ^bsues — foe creation 
of jobs and decentralisation 
— - will carry the day in nex t 
year’s vote. . . 

I 

In a referendum vote on a- 
new constitution last Novem- 
^r. foe poor results from 
sever^ interior regions re- 

nerability m the provinces.: 
which* 

mak« his reelecnon possible ' 
barely gained appro^ ’■ 

..Since that tally, Mr Fn- 
Jimon has constantly h«^pn ■ 

®PPoation poUtical * 
ooMentetor desen^^: 
^verning froni a heli-. 

Fujimori could mffer' 

MuTTo’lilH^ 


u-aciiuonal politic ” 

hi. 

by mSfv “"»i<iered 

Perra * CueUar must . 
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WOl Sonia 
Gandhi enter 
politics? 


By M.R. Narayan 
Swamy 

A^ence France Presse 

NEW DELHI - Sonia 
Gandhi's surprise appear- 
anw at a meeting of India's 
ruling party has sparked in- 
tense speculation that the 
Italian-bom widow of for- 
mer premier Rajiv Gandhi 
may be {neparing to enter 
politics. 

, In her first political foruv 
since her husband's assa^ 
sination in May 1991. the 
47-year-old ^nia Gandhi 
overshadowed Prime Mini* , 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao at 
^e opening of the Congress 
, (1) party convention here 
^riday. 

The standing ovation she 
received from the 1,000 de- 
legates was convincing evi- 
dence that the allure of the 
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty re- 
mains irresistible to the 109- 
year-old Congress. India's 
oldest political party. 

Con^ss delegates jos- 
tled one another as thev 
tried to get close to the 
sari-clad &m'a Gandhi, and* 
the sports stadium where 
the convention was taking 
place echoed with fiill-thro- 
ated slogans hailing her and 
her late husband. 

Amidst the commotion, 
Mr. l^o's arriv^ went vir-. 
tually unnodced until he 
had climbed the dais. Cries 
of live Sonia Gan- 

dhi” went on even after be 
bad begun speaking. 

”It proved that aura 
of the Ndini-Oaadhi fami- 
ly remains intact,” The 
Pioneer newspaper com- 
mented. ”As izi as the par- 
ty workers are concerned, 
no one can match that 
appeal.” 

‘-'She came, she con- 
quered,” blared another 
r. 

e Asian Age asked die 
■questioii on everybody's 
lips: “Why did she come?" 

Opioion in the Congress 


.By Juiyana Mojsilovic 
The Assodated Press 

BRCKO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina — Warm 
weather, a lull in fighting 
and a cover of trees are 
enabling Serbs to dig new 
trenches protecting their 
lifeline from ' an expected 
attack that could be the 
most important engage- 
ment of the Bosnian war. 
_ 'TTie Bosnian army, less 
than 1.6 kilometres away, 
can slice Serb lands in two 
by cutting across this nonh- 
em corridor. But the Serbs 
who hold it are trying to 
ensure it would be the most 
difficult five kilometres of 
the war. 

Any attacker likely 
would face a World War 
. 1-style slog over Serb tren- 
*'.dies against withering anil- 
iery. tank and machine-gun 
fire. 

From their observation 
post just out»de Brcko, a 
town on the Croatian bor- 
der about 100 kilometres 
north of Sarajevo, Bosnian 
Serb soldiers watch govern- 
ment forces. 

“It’s been peaceful here 
in the last two or three 
days, just a few bullets from 
time to time.” said a local 
Serb commander who iden- 
tified himself only as Cadjo. 

But few doubt an attack 
is coming or that its out- 
come is crucial. 

Brcko is within the 5.5- 
kiiometre-wide corridor 
that links Serb holdings in 
Bosnia and Croatia with 
Serb-dominated Yugosla- 
via. Only 9 per cent of its 
people were Serbs before 
fighting started two years 
ago. Tte rest were Muslims 
and Ci<»ts. 

As many as 2.000 people 
are believed to have b^n 
killed when Serbs took con- 
trol of the town in heavy 
fighting in summer 1992, 
and tlwusands more fled. 

Sert> nationalists want to 
unite all Serb-held lands in 
Croatia. Bosnia and Yugo^ 
lavia. They need the corri- 
V dor not only to connect that 
' ‘land, but also to inove 
equipment and soldiers. 
Without it, the lands to the 
west would be surrounded 
and could be slowly 
squeezed by the Muslim-led 
government and their Croat 
allies. 

In recent weeks, there 
has been fighting around 


is dixided as to why Sonia 
Gandhi cast aside her 
known distaste for the mur- 
ky world of politics to 
attend the convention, 
when she had declined to 
attend similar meetings in 
1992 and 1993. 

Murli Deora. a puny 
.strongman from Bombay, 
said: “It is the desire of 
congressmen that she 
should enter politics.” 

But Mani Shankar AWer. 
an MP close to the Gan- 
dhis. said he believed she 
does not intend to step into 
the political arena. 

The media-sby Sonia 
Gandhi, who has kep her- 
self busy o\'erseeing the 
work of a foundation 
named after Rajiv Gandhi, 
was not available for com- 
ment. 

The Nehru-Gandhi 
dvnasty has ruled India for 
4d of the past 47 years, 
beginning with Jawa'harlal 
Nehru. The country's first 
premier, his daughter, In- 
dira Gandhi, and grandson. 
Rajiv. 

^jiv Gandhi .seri'cd un- 
til 1989 and was on the 
campaign trail preparing a 
return to power when he 
was cut down by a suicide 
bomlxr in May 1991. 

A rudderless Congress 
urged Sonia Gandhi to take 
over the party leadership 
after her husband's death. 
She refused, enabling Mr. 
Rao to come out of virtual 
retirement and become In- 
dia's ninth prime minister. 

The current speculation 
centres ..around whether 
her unexpected appearance 
at the party convention 
means she has changed her 
mind about pohtics. 

“Mark by words, the tus- 
sle for power (between Rao 
and Sonia Gandhil will be- 
gin now,” The Pioneer 
quoted an unnamed Con- 
fess leader as saying Satur- 
dav. a fear shared by a 
se^oo of the party. 

The ItaHan-Doni Sonia 



THE CHARM OF A DYNASTY: Sonia Gandhi (File photo) 


Maino married into the 
Nehru-Gandhi family in 
1968. She has never fought 
an election or held an offi- 
cial post. 

She preferred the role of 
quiet housewife and mother 
to son Rahul and daughter 
Priyanka even after her 


husband became prime 
minister. 

But Sonia Gandhi, who 
speaks fluent Hindi and al- 
ways wears a Sari in fniblic, 
has long been seen as a 
poientid rival .to. Mr. Rao 
because of her ebar^a 
and fonuly name. 


“If she decides to throw 
down the challenge, she can 
render Rao very uncom- 
fortable,” one Congress 
member said. 

Newqa a peis have specu- 
lated in the past that Sonia 
Gandhi -mi^t want her 
dati^ter. Pnyanka, 22. to 


enter parliament from the 
Amethi constituency, which 
her husband last won post- 
humously in 1991. 

PampUets saying “Only 
Sonia and Priyaua can 
save the country” were dfe- 
tributed by Gandhi loyalists 
at the convention. 


A war that 
nobody is 
winning 


By Jeffrey Ulbrich 
The Assodated Press 

KIGAU, Rwanda — Tte 
rebel Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) has rolled up 
more than half the country 
in two months of savage 
flghting against government 
forces, but that doesn't 
really answer the question: 
Who is winning the war? 

The initial advances 
brought the rebels to the 
gates of Kigali, the capital, 
and Gitarama, the govern- 
ment's current seat 50 
kilometres to the west. 

r 

Both cities are now under 
heavy rebel attack. But the 
lightning advances of past 
weeks nave slowed afanost 
to a standstill. 

“How do you measure 
who is winning the war?” a 
senior independent military 
source asked rhetorically. 
“In this case, the RPF is 
winning the terrain, but 
(government forces) are 
killing more people.” 

Hundreds of thousands 
of Rwandans have died 
since the dvil war erupted 
anew — nobody really 
knows how many. Most of 
the victims have been dvi- 
lians. And most of those 
dvilians have been from the 
minority Tutsi tribe, mur- 
dered by government- 
trained militias of the 
majority Hutu ethnic 
group. 

“The (government 
forces) are now in a desper- 
ate mood," the senior offic- 
er said, speaking on condi- 
tion that he not be identi- 
fied. 

Even if the Tutsi-led re- 
bel forces ' win the war on 
the ground, they may have 
little left to rule b^use 
most of the Totsis in the 
country wfl be dead. At the 
same time, the rebels will 
be too spread out and too 
tiiin on the gnmnd mHitaii- 
ly to control thdr gam 
effectively, the source said. 

Recent withdrawals of 
government forces have left 


gniesome results. 

A frequent tactic, milit- 
aiy sources say. is to exter- 
minate Tutsis and ocher 
opponents systematically in 
^ area, then conduct an 
orterly withdrawal. When 
™ rebel forces come in, 
they find a human waste- 
land. 

“It looks like when in- 
tense fighting is going on, 
tfae iniljtia is also in there 
lulling (civilians).” the 
military source noted. 
the withdrawal is not neces- 
sarily a defeat. It is always 
tactical and planned.” 

Rebels and representa- 
tives of the Rwandan army 
have conducted five louncU 
of ceasefire talks in 1Gg^_, 
the capital, over the past 10 
days widi little result. One 
of the conditioiis set by the 
Patriotic Front as that the 
massacres must stop before 
tiiere can be a ceas^re. 

But before the massacres 
can stop, the rrtifitias must 
be brou^t under control, 
and it is far from dear that 
anyone will be able to do 
that. 

The militiamen, armed 
with guns, knives, madietes 
and spean, enter villages 
and neighbourhoods 
methodically murdering 
Tutsis and others they 
don’t like. They throw up 
roadblwks everywhere and 
menace all who pass. 

Some observers believe 
the more the Patriotic Front 
rebels tighten the noose 
around the army in the 
southwestern comer of the 
country, the more frenzied 
the murder and massacres 
will become. 

The rebels are steadily 
pounding army troops who 
bold the centre of Kigali 
and others holding out in 
the key dty of Gitarama. 

In Gitarama, the fighting 
has been so intense that 
President Theodre Sindi- 
kubfwabo has left, taking a 
few of his ministers with 
him to the western town jof 
Gisenyi near Lake Kivu 
across from Zaire. 


Serbs dig trenches, await new offensive 



FIGHTING ON: No end seems in dght for the Bosnian war des|Hte the tboosan d s oi' deat h s and years of battling (AFP photo) 


Brcko and along the front 
lines in northern Bosnia as 
government forces chip 
away at Serb-held lands. 

Last week, more than 300 
explosions were reported 

by U.N. observers in the 
area of government-held 
Srebrenica, about 35 km 
shouthwesi of Brcko. 
Farther south, exchanges of 
artillery fire were reported 
around Ribnica. 

Bosnian radio later re- 


ported shelling and Serb 
infantry attacks on govern- 
ment lines in the vicinity. 

‘ While negotiations aimed 
at a temporary ceasefire 
languished in Geneva, the 
Bo^ian Serb said they have 
refrained from a stiff coun- 
teranack. 

They say they want a ceas- 
efire first, and then talks on 
a division of Bosnia. The 
Bosnian government, which 
has made modest gains of 


its own lately, has been 
hesitant to sign a ceasefire 
which could cement Serb 
gains. 

“If Muslims, helped 
Bosnian Croat troo^, con- 
tinue their offensive, the 
battle that would inevitably 
follow would be the 
bloodiest battle of the 
whole war.” said Lt. Col. 
Milovan Milutinovic, Bos- 
nian Serb amy spokesman. 

Bosnian Serb military 


leaders are convinced they 
can repel any offensive. 

Serb sources say at least 
ISO guns — mortars, 
multiple-barrel rocket laun- 
chers. cannons, howitzers., 
anti-aircraft guns — ajHi up 
to 100 tanks are regtfy. 

Serb infantry would be 
outnumbered but would 
fight from the trenches. 

Two men in civilian 
clothes protected by tall 
trees bent over the ground 


where they were dig^ng 
near Brcko. Snipers could, 
not see them, but in case 
they did. Serb fighters on 
guard in an unfinished 
house at the front line were 
ready to fire back. 

“They see us,” Cadjo 
said of the Muslims, “and if 
these U.N. guys were not 
here they would have 
sniped.” Two U.N. 
monitors, from Canada and 
Jordan, carefully watched 


the front Hne from slits in 
the walls. 

Mr. Milutinovic, the Bos- 
nia Serb spokesman, 
'warned that B^ian Serbs 
would not tolerate govern- 
ment attacks much longer. 

Another Serb officer, Lt. 
Col. Miko Skoric, said 
Serbs “won't just take back 
small pieces of land that 
Muriims temporarily con- 
quered. Our counteroffen- 


sive will be serious.” 

About 200,(X)0 people 
have been reported dead or 
missing in more than two 
years of war launched by 
the Bosnian Serbs, who re- 
belled against secession 
from Yugoslavia by Mus- 
lims and Croats. Serbs have 
never made public their 
casu^es, but an unofficial 
Bosnian Serb .mifitary esti- 
mate jmt it at up to 50,000. 
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ostle for site, head of new trade body 


Russia to sell off 


G^N.'HVA (fl} — Germany 
>r TT”'r:in-: f:rn'.aJ — if 

s-.ern;r:^J% -jo^rr.id — bid to 
■ ;r. t'"!- siii th* World 
CTc..";i5.i‘.ioa (V/TO) 
S'. i.fTc.'Icnd. ar.d candi- 
zTt :Tcjifer.it!!!gforthe 
;jr :'i’.se: :: the new body. 

:;dd Ihe jostling 
Y'cr: of z complicated 
among major 
'd pcwers over the 

c:* Kcv international 
•r,“r.''’'c::or.;! vhich has to 
within tte 


next few weeks. 

Leadership of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) and the 
Paris-based C^gartisation of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) are 
also involved in the bargain- 
ing alongride the WTO. 

Cbontries ranging from 
Brazil and New Zealanad to 
Canada, Belghun and Italy as 
well as Brit^, the Nether- 
lands and Mexico are can^t 
op in the diplomatic “swap 
shop” on who gets udiat. 


Trade sources said the 
German application for the 
WTO seat was expect by 
Wednesday's deadline at the 
Geneva headquarters of 
GATT, the Gener^ Agree- 
ment of Tariff azrd Trade 
which is to be absorbed by 
the WTO next year. 

According to several senior 
GATT envoys, the Ud tt> 
shift the WTO to Bonn, 
where dozens of government 
buildings will be left empty 
when the German capital be- 
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Heavy and Hitachi 
@r profit deciines 


^AF?) — Japan’s 
Keaw Industries 
■..J. ar.^i Hitachi Zosen 
Ccrr-. Itave announced de- 
clin'rs in consolidated eam- 
:r,ei for the ye if to 1-iarch but 

-'.Id rarent ’company profits 

V. imorov* dv-s year. 

Heavy, the 
•: ."jrLr/f 1'.'? shipbuilder, 
.:r::zc:or and nuc- 
c p'-nt concern, 
• «i'J I'.t ;:L-'i.-iearr.'lags dived 
15 c;.‘ >’5^ car- 

L'illjor. yen (SI. 13 


iij !?-*.! slipped i.4 per cent 
:i-. t:!i:cn yen, depress- 

ed i?; icv.'ir revenue from 
r -j except power 

• ; ■.■•r.’-'r. were flat. 

• Xea *»7 offered 

.7 *'‘.rc:sst for this 
:i pa 'sr.t company 
. "'I. :- '.vc’: :cir>c!ec! 13.3 

:i-. :r Wliic.n yen, 

.; • ■: .“c-'/.c-j to s’xge a par- 
•; : 4 C-'Vi' 7 y to 130 billion 
••er.. =a:s.^t sales, which 
o:o;vwd 3. 3 per cent to 2,435 
^■Ihon yer,. are expected to 
:'•? K''!,5‘'h3 bilHon. ven. 


^acU Zosen, the heavy 
engineering affiliate of Sanira 
Bank Ltd., said its oonscrii- 
dated pre-tax inofit fell 0.8 
per cent to 24.4 billion yen 
despite a 17.1 per cent in- 
crease in group sales to 525 
billion yen. 

Group forecasts for tiie 
current year were av^able 
but parent company earn- 
ings, whidi grew 25 per cent 
to 32 bUlion yen in the latest 
year, were fmeast to rise to 
23 billion yen. Parent sales,' 
wbich were up 12.4 peie cent 


at 403 billion yen, were pro- 
jected to climb to 420 biwon 


jected to climb to 420 bution 
yen. 

“Although some people 
are saying the economy is 
recovering, forecasts that the 
prolonged sluggishness unU 
continue for* senne time due 
to structural problems in the 
Japanese economy,” Hitadii 
Zosen said in a statement. 

For the year just ended, 
Mitsubisbi Heavy said re- 
venue from its shipbuilding 
and steel structure operations 


edged do^ 0.1 per cent to 
448 billion yen whfle power 
systems revenue was flat at 
^3 bilikm yen. 

Madnnexy sales dived 6.2 
per cent to 517 billion yen 
and revenue from aircraft 
and special vehicles such as 
tanks fell 0.2 per cent to 456 
biflion yen. Safes of general 
madiinery and components 
along s mth airoonditioning 
and refrigeration systems 
dropped 3^ per cent to 331 
billion yen. 

Hitachi’s revenue from 
shipbuildiiM and the ocn- 
struction of steel stra c t ur es 
^ 0.4 per cent in 167 bilikm 
yen. But sales of machinery 
and prime movers grew 5.7 
per cent to 56 billion yen and 
revenue from industrial 
and environmental equip- 
ment jumped 22.7 per cent to 
155 binion yen. 

Other sales, including re- 
venue from biochemicals, 
new materials and electronic 
control eqmpment, jumped 
19 per cent to 25 biQion yen. 
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issues 


rr:t.'ti,“^rTi I'ccu pags 1) 

~^r.c rr.inlstry ss>'s 

r..:?:; ?3lesirnlans 

'iliLj uj collaborators 
b; rf«!fitjrsians during 

\'iii :r:\‘Ldz began in 

1V37. Fewer than 
per cer.: actudiy collabo- 
ih*: s'.inistr^.* says. 

■r. .^ijrcro. 20'j residents 
r.’u r;!-;c;vid prisoners mar- 
:r:un.'j ‘ov n Tuesday, 
r. ■■“ 1 .^.;: b:!r."ers damardina 
; ; i.T'thc 

i". Ifu -1 jails, 
r':.’’,'. inif '.s fron the V/est 
I: ■ •frii-d by Israel for 
f r atircbing J«*.'/ish 
n.Odier'i and collaborators 
found Sibelter in Jericho. 
•: zt V? t'-e men said Tuesday. 

'Jnder the autonomy 
5 r 4 rocTT.cn!, Israeli forces are 
r.'.'t aulherised to hunt down 
in tire self-rvfe 

-s'lf'.'s 

jr. "I. ih 2 aaual sheltering 
mers by die Palesti- 
nia' wiitiiorities might prove 
err.b?rassing to the new 
auio.-iC'sr;' o^cials ‘srito have 
l:' CiX'percts vrith Israel and 
:t? s i-eritv forces. 


Mr. Rab^n warned Tues- 
day: “A certain number of 
wanted Palestinians have ar- 
rived in Jericho. We are 
going to take care of them 
and you will see the results.” 

Right-wing Likud party's 
Benny Be^ urged the gov- 
ernment to reved the crimes 
of those wanted men. 
“Jericho has become a refuge 
for Palestinian fugitives, ” he 
charged. 

Ziyad Wawi said he and 
Burban Subeih came into 
Jericho three days ago, fol- 
lowing a steady stream of 17 
other wanted men into the 
area who had come in pairs 
over the last month. 

“We came to Jericho be- 
cause with the I^estinian au- 
thority here, it is now safe,” 
Mr. Wawi said, adding the 
men bad got the green light 
from the FLO temJership in 
Tonis before coming out 
here. 

“We came partly to pu^ to 
have our question raised 
again with tiie Israelis,” Mr. 
Wawi, 24, told AFP, speak- 
ing on behalf of the o^r 


wanted men. 

“We want Israel to grant us 
amnesty now that there is 
peace. 

He said they were all mem- 
bers of the Black Panthers, 
the armed wing of Fateh in 
the West Bank, and had all 
halted their acti^ties with the 
SepL 13 signing of the dec- 
laration of principies by 
Israel and the PLO in 
Washington. 

But, he said he and Mr. 
Subeih were among 19 still 
wanted by Israel after 
another 32 — charged with 
less serious crimes — were 
granted amnesty. 

“We don’t want to stay 
here, we don’t want Jericho 
to become a haven for prison- 
ers and wanted men.” 

The PLO has sadted offi- 
cials who sign^ a cominom-. 
ise deal coi^ning Palestinian 
prisoners fr'eed by Israel to 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho, a Palestinian offidal 
said on Tuesday. 

He said tiie officials, mem- 
bers of the liaison committee 
with Israel which monitors 
security in Jeridio and the 
Gaza Strip, were not antfao- 
rised to sign. 
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gins its move to Beriin in 
1996, has almost no diance of 
success. 

Altboi^h Economics 
Minister Guenther Rexrodt 
insists the bid is a serious 
one, German officials ack- 
nowledge they have little 
hope of success. 

“Fairness dictates that our 
offer for the WTO riiould be 
considered, but ultimately no 
one really believes that tiiey 
will move from Geneva,” 
said one. 

However, the emergence 
of Bonn as a challenger to 
Geneva’s vaunted “interna- 
tional city” status has 
brou^t inot the c^ien monnt- 
mg discoatent amoi^ (fiplo- 
mats and other foreign resi- 
dents over restrictions im- 
posed by the Swiss antfaor- 
ities. 

This has been coupled with 
a growing feeling that the 
Swis per^e, if not the go^ 
ernment, imve littie ccnninit- 
ment to an internatiofial role 
for their country — reaf- 
finned in a weekmid referen- 
dnm **no” to providing 


troops for the United Na- 
tions. 

“1 think there is no doubt 
that in the end we will dedde 
to stay here,” said one top 
envoy in Graeva, seat of 
GAIT sifKe its creatkm in 
1948, of several U.N. agen- 
cies and of tiie U.N.’s Enro- 
pean headquarters — 
altiKMi^ tin Swiss pe^e 
have twice voted not to join 
the worid bi^. 

“But tins win be largely 
because of tbe costs involved 
in moving, particnlarly for 
the poorer countries who will 
have to maintain a strong 
presence, at tiie WTO,” be 
added. 

Switzerland's own offer on 
conditions for the WTO, 
srtneh will have wider powers 
riian tile GATT ano enjoy 
equal standing with the 
Wasbington-bued World 
Bank aM tbe Interaational 
Monetaiy Fhnd, was sifoinit- 
ted late last month. 

Althon^ it has remained 
oonfkfential, it is widely be- 
lieved to meet many of the 


terms laid down by GATT 
dnef Peter Snthenand for 
building rental, a new OMifer- 
ence centre and better treat- 
ment for its staff and their 
families. 

A dedsioD is eroected fay 
the end of July , although it 
may not be until late in the 
year that ^ 120 ^ 1 us coun- 
tries in die GATT will decide 
rriio takes over from Mr. 
Sutiiei^d, a ton^ former 
Irish attornqr-genmral. 

In recent tUys, Mexico’s 
Preadent Carios Salinas has 
let it be known be would be 
interested in the WTO post 
— joining Braal’s Finance 
Mnister Rubens Rfenpero 
and ^-badeed frmner Ita- 
lian Trade Minister Renato 
Ruggero in tbe race. 

New Zealand, an active 
pla^r in international trade 
politics and a possible oun- 
promise between developing 
countries and tbe EU, has 
two potential candid^es — 
present Ttede NGnister Philip 
Bordon and fab (uedeomsor 
and one-time Prime Minister 
Midiael Moore. 


bankrupt enterprises. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
plans to sell its foiled enter- 
prises to the highet bidder in 
a final attempt to save loss- 
making bossinesses and avert 
mass unerap{o)rinent caused 
by factory dosures, the head 
of a new government agency 
on banki^stcy has said. 

The scheme unveiled by 
Sergei Belyaev, bead of the 
F^ral Bwkruptcy Depart- 
ment, has received President 
Boris Ydtsin’s approval in a 
deoee that allows the sale of 
debt-ridden enterprises. 

Mr.' Belyaev was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS as saying that 
about 30 enteiprises of which 
20 are located in Moscow had 
been identffied as insolvent 
and are to be either put op 
for sale or liquidated entirely 
hemming montii. 

Tte enterprises have at 
least 1,000 employees each. 

A preliminary list of loss- 
making enterprises will be 
pobUdied, Mr. Belyaev said, 
adding that about 1,500 fac- 
tories would be targetted for 


closure or sale under the new 
s^me. 

The measure is viewed 1^ 
economic advisors as a key 
move towards enforcing the 
country’s dormant banknqa- 
cy law, wbich has not bem 
applied due to the govern- 
ment’s concern that factory 
closures would provoke mass 
unemployment and soda] un- 
rest. 

Experts also stress that tbe 
move will help resolve tiie 
problem of inter-enterpibe 
debt, which has readied 
gigantic proportions since tbe 
collapse of the command eco- 
nomy and has forced tbe cen- 
tral bank into issuing 
cr^ts. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s chief econo- 
mic adviser, Alexander Lif- 
diits, warned last month ttot 
faUiire to solve tbe inter- 


enterprise debt problem 
would lead to the “Ukiainba- 


tion of tbe Russian economy” 
— a reference to the hyper- 
inffation that has racked the 
economy of neighbouring 
Ukraine. • 


Hong Kong’s impossible dream: A humble home 


HONG KONG (AFP) ^ 
The figures are mind- 


bogglin|as they gfow off of 
banto Giidy Yip’s 
screen. 

For a 20-year mortgage on 
an 825-sqnare-foot (74- 
square-metre) middle-dass 
s|Nutnient in today’s teeming 
Hong Kong, expect to pay a 
stagerrizte 23,304 Hong Kong 
dollars (m, 015) a mo^, for . 
20 years. 

Worse ^11, the bank will 
only lend b^ of wfiat it 
thinks the value of tiie flat is. 
You will have to cough up the 
rest yourself, if you are lucky 
enough to have saved 
eaou^. 

“Then there’s tbe rates, 
the solicitors’ fees and com- 
mission for tbe property 
agent,” notes Ms. Yip, a 
customer service ofiker at a 
local bank. “For a lot of 
people in Hong Kong, it's a 
real burden.” 

Such a burden that hun- 
dreds of thousands of college 
^duates. newly-weds a^ 
^ung fonuUes here are hav- 
ing to put aside any hope of 
owning their own home any- 
time soon. 


Three years before the 
Britirii o^ony reverts to Chi- 
na, boosing prices are im- 
po^biy hi^, and kx>k set to 
'Stay that way debate Gov- 
ernor Chris Patten’s pfedge 
to cool the sialiiig pn^ierty 
market. 

In tile middfe-dam subuih 
of Tal Shit^, 20 minutes 
by subway from the Central 
flnandal district, tbe 825- 
squaie-fbot apartment witii 
“pool view” was sellir^ last 
week for five million doQais 
($646,830). 

Nearer to Central, a 500- 
square-foot (4S-square- 
metre) apartment with two 
bedrooms not much biggCT 
thjan the beds inside is consi- 
daed a bargain at three mil- 
lion dollars ($388,100). 

These prices are about 500 
per cent more than vriiai they 
were three years ago, when 
the ^latest in Hong Kona’s 
property booms took off m 
the wake of the Gulf war, 
prope^ consultants say. 

\^le fingers point innant- 
iy at hard-to-identify ’^specu- 
lators,” tbe cuipnt has 
been the goveniment's policy 
oi keejnng the Hoag Kong 


dollar pegged to its U.S. 
counterpart, at a time when 
Waritingtoo is keeping in- 
terest rates low. 

So while Hoi^ Kong infla- 
tion remains at a relatively 
high sight per cent or so, 
interests rate are stuck ranch 
lower — for a bank account, 
a nearly 2 j per cent. 

“If I pot money in tiie bank 
Fd lose,” said Alex Wong, 
group general manag er of L 
and D Assodates, me terri- 
tory’s biggest property 
agents. 

“But if 1 put my money in 
property and let it out, I can 
get four to flve per cent rental 
return and 30 to 40 per 
cent in capital gains,” be 
pointed out. 

Mr. Wong says there are 
two kinds of property inves- 
tors. 

The first are people who 
first bought property 10 at 12 
years ago. and who have 
since seen tbe value of tiieir 
houses increase so much that 
they can afford to buy a 
bigger, better fiat. 

The second axe those who 
have ^veii up steady white- 
collar jobs for more lucrative 


Oman Aviation profits rise slightly 


DUBAI (R) — Oman Avia- 


tion Company, which runs 
Oman’s domestic and inter- 


national air services, made 
1S^3 operating profits of 4.1 
million Omani riyals ($10.6 
million), up one^r cent on 
1992, the Omani News Agen- 
cy has said. 

The agency did not give a 
figure for 1992 profits and 
company officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

Oman Aviation's income 
in 1993 was up 12 per cent to 
24.1 million nyals ($62.6 mil- 


lion), the agency quoted its 
annual report as saying, also 
without giving a 19^ income 
figure. 

But expenditures also rose 
because of an increase in 
fuel, operations and aircraft 
lesrng costs. 

Oman Aviation, launched 
as a domestic service in 1981, 
entered tbe world market 
last year under the name' 
Oman Air with a new Boeing 
737-700. It has said it plans to 
bring another aircr^ into 
service this month. 


The Oman News Agency 
said the comply would pay 
a 1.4 milli on riy^ ($3.6 ^- 
lion) 'dividend, or 20 per cent 
of paid-up capital, to share- 
holders. 

Oman Aviation is 35 per 
cent owned by tbe. Omani 
government and the rest is 
held by Omani investors. 


Oman jointly owns iBahraio- 
based regional carrier Gulf 
Air along with the govern- 
ments of Bahrain, Aim Dha- 
bi and Qatar. Qatar has 
set up a national carrier, 
Qatar Airways. 
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brought home a kiss, but there’s 
some assembly required. We 
have to put the lips together.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OMVE 
by Hmn AmoM and Ulh* ArgMen 


Unscramble these four JunHXes, 
one teller to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


FYMIL 






OSSUE 





MOWMUCriAMX 
BIP roRTHtS 
BSAuriPUL 




■ asT fcnanemeasi 



GAMENT 


UPBRAL 


6HE UNANMOUay 

peciAuse THS jupse^ 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 







(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: JULEP CAPON RENDER CHERUB 
‘^swar What the commuters called the daily traflie 
lam — CREEP AND BEEP 


sales jobs that pay hefty com- 
missions — for instance. 


property agents. 

For half of Hong Kong’s 
sot mfl]^ people, tiie hous- 
ing criris does not exist, they 
live in eovernment-subsidised 
pabUc Dou^g estates, often 
paying rents in tbe area of 
Ijm doUais ($130) a month. 

Older units are so cramped 
that they are popularly 
known as “pigeon hol^,” bat 
the fost-giDwing number of 
newer ones if private would 
easily rent for 10 times tbe 
government price. 

Tliose witii the Ug prcblem 
are Hong Kong’s middle 
dass, bet^ known locally as 
“toe sandvrich dass.” lliey 


earn too mudi to quality for 
put^ bousing, but too Ihtie 
W a down payment or mort- 


'They can rent, but tiiat too 
is not easy. For that same 825 
square fMt s^xu^ent, die 


montiity rent is Kkely to be 
20,000 dollars ($2,590) ^ ab- 
out tbe same as a junior 
manager’s income in a trad- 
ing company. 

Leaving Hong Kong 
altogether is another option. 
Tli^ie fears about Hfe after 
1997 remain the prime reason 
Hong Kongers are still endg- 
rating at a rate of 1,000 a 
week, the high cost of living 
has become a powerful new 
incentive. 


HOROSCOPE 

forecast for WEDNESDAY JUNE 15, 1994 
By Thonnas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENQES: 
An excellent day for you to 
extend your boundaries far 
beyond there present Limita- 
tions as you make constructive 
plans to gain your goals, and 
become more alert to what is 
going on around you. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This 8 a good day for aGoom- 
pfohing a great deal of assign- 
nwn 8 . Show others you have 
many talents. Strive to be suc- 
cessful in you endeavors. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use your intuition, which is 
accurate now, in handling 
finandal affaiis. Think along 
optimistic line on how to get 
your duties done. 

GEMINI: (May 2i to June 21) 
The right day to haiidle impor- 
tam oimters of the paa as well 
as current ones. Don’t lake 
risks when dealing with others 
you are asaodatd with. 


be a particularly fine day for 
you to get those projects com- 
pleted. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to. 
Octobo''2^ 'Take time' to 
your bwiiess affoirs in better 
order. Await a better time for 
looking into new outicis for 
new endeavours. Be wise. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Support persons 
who have been loyal to you in 
the past. Be more supportive of 
die one you love. Express 
happiness and joy to this 
person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Study your 
money situation and make 
plans^ to have more financial 
seciiriQ' especially in tough 
times. Handle credit affairs 
well. 



MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Plan how to be more 
succeufiu in the future. The 
planets are now favourable for 
a successful endeavour which 
you are now involved in. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
sure to complete any tasks left 
undone before taking on new 
assignments. Take time to 
snuty subjems diat can be help- 
ful to you in die future. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Know what 
your personal wishes are and 
how best to gain them. 'This can 


CAPRICORN: -(December 22 
to Jammry 20) Have confer- 
ence with higher-ups and ym 
their badung and goodwilL 
Take time to improve your 
appearance for those dose eo 
you. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Use more mod- 
ern methods and get better 
rttulte. A financial expert can 
give advice for a plan you bm 
in mind to be more |»oductive. 

nsCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Talk over mutual 
affairs with associates and 
make the future brighter. 
Handle important business^ 


matters wisely so you can 
ahead. • 


THE Daily Crossword 


byGiylaDNn 


ACROSS 
1 Tgnoct aiB M i 
ittOva 

SniqnmsGheiTM 

lOAndeihvri; 

Ubr. 

i4BuM-kibed 
IS Rand 
iSOnftpralta 
IXAuViar Jeng 
18BII 
laOwwe 

20 Cut off 

21 "sunny to 
Hanwi"* 
iMUn 
"AdWn — *■ 

SSTiurtn 
SSMaxIcM 
„ UUuWiwry 
asvteedwindB 
31 LM 
32AiMi1vi 
campner 
MDnSoy^ 

37 Poniiuuiuj 


^VekaMeand, 

*u™p««OHsly 

*2FHpl08lW 

ASSuWielan-B 





•My 

2SlWlaM'»UKj 
gWwwyllow 
30 Turned evgr, 
praSiBbly 

MGerimniiMeta 

60 Draaia" 

SMier 

61 AUiorUne 

asoMOMinte 

orAnpaiM 

aOWrwhere 


^Andsefonh: 


77110 

a~nolr* 

OMouykig 


Down 

JSsr™™ 

3 Jqunoy 


lOHoishiH 
II Khtorra 
javvWHtewn 

3ia25.““ 

mnOtehrtwr 
28 Ru 

29Amuprtarlc 

SSSS?-'’-* 
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nnnn 

nnnn nnHS nninnn 

Injj ggRR 


47s5J®™" 

Sg2S?*P«t. 

sa Trap‘S 
S3 CM 


^hioifnoiiBeGe 

f^SmofSeei 
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analysts 

(R) — Shares 
r ?“ ? bumpy ride on the 
S Exchange 

..-• .(ISE) tha year but long-tcnn 
pitKpects are good, brokers 
';-v, and analysts said. 

After a year of spectacular 
^ies, the fSE’s composite 
■' index has plunged 43 per cent 
V since January, standing at 
16,536.39 Tuesday. ® 

; 7" Brokers see further falls in 
share prices, as listed com- 
panies are expected to suffer 
from a five-month-old crisis. 

“Over the next months, we 
'■ see things getting worse 
Mfore they get any better,” 
„■ Nicholas firatt, managing 
^ director of Scud^r, Stevens 
kih Clerk, told a Euromoney 
conference in Istanbul. 

“In the long term fun- 
damental quality of certain 
7 '• Turkish companies are good, 
but we can't say much about 
the short-term,” he said. 

Automotive plants and 
durable goods makers have 
slashed thousands of jobs and 
almost halved production. 

‘ •; . Recession is likely to 
^read into other sectors in 
coming months and many 
firms are expected to default 

• on bank lo^ due in June. 

Extreme volatility in in- 
. terest rates and the Torki^ 
lira since January have made 
• it difficuh for investors to 
predict the sbort-term out- 
look of the share market. 

The econoRiic crisis, the 
worst in the republic's 7^ 

year history, has seen the lira 

see-sawing between 15,000 
and 40,000 per dollar and 

■ interest rates soaring above 
500 per cent. 

Many investors shifted 
their savins to the treasury's 
high-yielmng three-month 
notes, known as “super T- 
Bills,” which carry an annual 
compounded return of 406 
^ per cent. The treasury is ex-' 
pect^ to continue borrowing 
at high rates this year. 

Maiicet catalisation bp 
dropped to S10.9 bilUon in 
April from, $37.5 billion in 
IS^, compared with $9.9 bil- 
lion in 19^. The traded value 
halved to $12 billion in five 
months. 

But for Hakan Ferhatoglu, 
chairman of Meksa Sew- 
ifies, Turkey will eventually 
regain its role as the darling 
of emerging market inves- 
tors. 

“But Turk^ must first in- 
troduce inflation accounting, 
amend capital markets law 
and promote institutiona) in- 
vestments,” he told the Euro- 
money conference in Istan- 
bul. 

Mr. Ferhatoglu dted the 
necessity to remove the 10 
per cent daily price mmgins, 
improve protection for inves- 
tors and introduce closed-end 
instituional funds and real 
estate trusts. 

Special tax incentives 
^ bnoosted equity fiinds last 
year but they were also 
blamed for accelerating the 
y . market's plunge as the funds 

✓ swiftly pulled out of stocks. 

Mina Toksoz, from the 
Economics Intelligpice Unit, 
^ said risks for foreign inves- 
tors were associated with the 
^ ‘ Islamic gains in the local elec- 

• dons, economic restructuring 
'' ! relat^ to a planned customs 
^ ' union with the EU and the 
" ‘ imfriementation of bold au- 
y ■ sterity measures wbidt Tur- 
A key announced on April 5. 

' : The good news is that 

o' ; prices have become very 
cheap and privatisation 
^ ; seems to be going through. 

Many state-sector shares ear- 
P • mari^ for a sell-off are in 
"i ■ for a sharp rise. 

“the road is hard but lon^- 
' ; term rewards arc plenty,” 

" • said Mehmet Sami, assismnt 

0 ! general manager at ATA 
: Securides. 

f ; The Stock exchange ts also 
? * trying its best to attract more 
! foreign capital. Settlement 
f: ; will be extended to two days 

V • ftiw one by end-June and 

1 '■ trading hours will double to 
? . four hours. 

5 • The exdiange will move to 
j new premises and plpis to 
f ; complete the installation of 

■ computer trading by the end 

■ of next year. Aril Scren, vice 
} ' chairman of the exchange. 

said. 

,• “Listed companies arc 
potentially very profitable, 
efficient and productive, but 
they now a recession and 
30-40 per cent of their capw- 
ity lies idle,” Mr. Seren said. 


UAE court convicts BCCI executives 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) court Tuesday con- 
victed 12 former B^I ex- 
ecutives of fraud and handed 
out jail sentences of up to 14 
years for the scandal which 
ruined thousands of inves- 
tors. 

The court also ordered the 
defendants to pay more than 
$8 billion in d^ages to UAE 
President Zayed Ibn Sultan 
AI Nahayan and other own- 
ers of the collapsed Bank of 
Credit and commerce Inter- 
national (BCCI). 

Abu Dhabi, the main oil 
producer in the UAE, owned 
^ per cent of BCCI before it 
was shut worldwide in Jufy 
1991 for allegations of mas- 
sive fraud and liquidated a 
year later. 

BCCI had been one of the 
biggest financial institutions 
in the world, with assets of 
more than $20 billion and 
operations covering nearly 70 
countries, a^ it left behind 
nearly 2^,000 creditors. 

Announcing the venfict, 
presiding Judge Shchab 


Abdul Rahman sentenced 
the two top BCCI men to 
between eight ^nd 14 years in 
prison and the remaining for- 
mer executives co between 
three and six years. One was 
acquitted. 

Former chief executive 
Swaleh Naqvi, a S8-year-old 
Briton of Pakistaiu origin, 
was sentenced to 14 years on 
nirte charges while BCCI 
founder A^a Hassan Abedi, 
a Pakistani, was sentenced to 
eight years in absentia. 

Mr. Naqvi had appeared in 
court since the trial began in 
October until he was extra- 
dited to the United States last 
month to stand trial in con- 
nection with the BCCI scan- 
dal. Defence lawyers ruled 
out hts return to the UAE if 
be were convicted in the Un- 
ited States. 

“If he were found guilty in 
the United States, titen he 
would be jailed there. If not. 
he could be extradited back 
to tbe UAE,” one lawyer 
said. 

Lawyers also said ex- 
pected the UAE to give up 
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attempts to bring Mr. Abedi 
to Abu Dhabi to serve his jail 
term on tbe grounds he is half 
paralysed and unable to 
speak a^r he suffered from 
a stroke three years ago. 

Mr. Abedi, 70, has been 
living in bis home town of 
Lahore' since he fell ill. 

Another BCO defendant 
tried in absentia was treasur- 
er Ziauddin Ali Akbar, who 
was given six years in jail by a 
Britreh court last September 
on charges related to the 
collapse of BCCI. Mr. 
Akbar. a Pakistani with Brit- 
ish citizenship, was sentenced 
by the UAE court for three 
years. 

In a statement, the major- 
ity shareholders said they 
were pleased with the sent- 
ences but added the case was 
not over. 

“It is a landmark in the 
BCCI affair that these key 
individuals have been 
brought to justice,” the state- 
ment said. “However, we do 
not regard this as the condu- 
sion of the BCCI affair. The 
process of bringing wrong- 
doers to justice continues as 
we assist authorities around 
the world in their investiga- 
tions just as we are maintam- 
ing our work with the worl- 
dwide liquidators to help 
those who have suffered from 
BCCrs closure.” 

All tbe defendants, mainly 
Pakistanis with British 
citizenship had denied 
charges of forgery, breach of 
trust, dissipation of funds, 
irregular ^location of di- 


vidends Md offences in 
one of tte biggest fmancial 

modem history 

The other sentenced were 

Hassan Kazmi, a Paki^ani 

six years; Abdul Hafiz 
Ahmad, British — six years, 
Imtiaz Ahmad, Canachan — 
three yeas; Aounilfiaq SickU- 
qi, British — three years; 
Fakhir Hnssein, Palustani ~ 
three years; Mohammad 
AzmatuOah, Brteh — three 
years; Badiir Taber, 
ni — three years; IqM 
Chowdary, Paktetaiu six 
years; and Nassim ^leikh, 
British — three years. 

The 13th defendant, Iqbal 
Ahmad Rizvi, sdio has been 
free on bail for health 
reasons, was acquitted on all 
charges. 

*T am very happy witii tbe 


Dhabi Investment Authority. 

The UAE has filed a civil 
suit demanding damages of 
around $10.2 billion for loss it 
says was inflicted by tbe de- 
fendants over the past 10 
years. 

“Tbe defendants, except 
the eiebth (the acquitted) are 
bound to pay damages to tbe 
dvil claimants,” tbe judge 
announced without miaking 
dear if they feced more jail 
terms in case they failed to 
pay. 

At the opening of tbe trial 
m October, prosecuttir Adli 
Hessan, had describexl the 
wfendants as criminals who 
Mve brought misery to mil- 
of people. 

‘Today, we look into a 
case that has affected not 
only the UAE but tbe whole 

I , J _. 


verdict. I deserve it because I world,” he told the court. 


(fid DOC do anything wrong, 
Mr. Rizvi said. 

Court sources said those 
vriio had been sentenced for 
three years would be released 
soon as they have served the 
spedfied jail term. Those 
who got more than three 
years have the right to 
appeal, the sources added. 

On dvil charges, tiie court 
found the defendants except 
Mr. Rizvi guilty and order^ 
them to pay dwagps to the 
Abu Dbabi shareholders. 

The damages indude $6.56 
billion for the personal de- 
partment of Sheikh Zayed, 
77, in addition to $1.22 bil- 
lion to tbe Abu Dhabi Fi- 
nance Department and 
$1.IX)4 billion to the Abu 


LONDON EXCHANGE RA-TES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are tiie buying and selling 1 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against tbe 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Ex^ange and 

bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. Sl.W costs 

1.3S26/36 

Canadian dollar 


1.6434/44 

Deutsche marks 


1.8414/24 

Dutch guilders 


1.3838/48 

Swiss francs 


33.83/87 

Belgian francs 


5.6070/20 

French francs 


1594.2/5.7 

Italian lire 


102.88/98 

Japanese yen 


7.900IVDO 

Swedteh crowns 


7.1290/40 

Norwegjaa crowns 


6.4290/40 

Danish aowns 

One sterling 

$1519(VOO 


One ounce of gold 

S3842S/3S4.7S 



“MUlkm of families lost ch^ 
wealth, traders lost their 
business and companies stop- 
ped operating, h^ions of 
people aree victims of what 
th^ criminals have done.” 

Iran 

allows first 
private banks 
since 1979 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has 
dedded to allow the setting 
up of privately owned banks 
fimin next week for tbe first 
time since the Islamic revttiu- 
tion in 1979. 

Iran’s central bank gov- 
ernor, Mohammad Hnssein 
Adeli. said in remarks quoted 
by Tebian radio that the 
bimk would supervise in pri- 
vate banks “and therefore 
guarantee thdr activities.” 

The radio, momtored l^ 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, quoted Mr. Adeli 
as saying regulations gov- 
erning the activities of the 
private banks had been 
approved by tbe government 
and a money and credit coun- 
cil and dedared to be wi thin 
eonstitutional and religious 
laws. 

‘The banks wonld be able 
to take depoats and paitic- 
pate in production and eco- 
nomic activities nationwi^,” 
be said. 

Iran nationalised private 
banks at the start of tbe 
revolution. 
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Russia tells Bosnian 
to give up land, warns U.S. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Russia’s 
foreign minister, backing an 
international initiative to end 
the war in Bosnia, warned 
Bosnian Serbs Tuesday to 
9ve up conquered land or 
risk losing support from Mos- 
cow. 

Croatia’s President Franjo 
Tudjman held talks in 
Sarajevo with Bosnia's Mus- 
lim President Alija Izetbego- 
vic over a possible confedera- 
tion of their states. 

“If you choose peace, you 
can count on the most dra- 
sive support from Russia*.” 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev told Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karate in 
Moscow. 

“But I want to warn you. 
There is also another choice, 
which we tiiink leads to war. 
You cannot control 70 per 
cent of territory by force as 
you do now,” Mr- Kozyrev 
said. 

Mr. Kozyrevs warning 
comes as Western and Rus- 
sian diplomats are putting 
pressure on the Serbs and the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment to accept their proposal 
to divide the country in a 

compromise partition.^ 

The major powers plan 
raik for giving the Serbs 49 
per cent of Bosnia and the 
i^t to Muslims and Croats. 

But neither side en- 
dorsed the 51-49 split and 
Serb leaders, whose forces 
control 70 per cent of the 
country, say the proposed 


peace map ignores Seri) in- 
terests. . , . 

Mr. Tudjman amved in 
Sarajevo Tuesday for his first 
official visit to the war-torn 
capital, and held talks with 
Mr Izetbegovic over the 
newly fonned Bosnian Fed- 
eration and its possible con- 
federation with Croatia. 

Ivir. Tudjman's one-day 
visit underlined the improve- 
ment in MusUm-Croat rela- 
tions since the United States 
helped broker a common 
federal state between the for- 
mer foes, ending a 10-montfa 
war for territory in central 
Bosnia. 

Although fighting has 
mostly subsided between 
Serbs and Muslim-led army 
forces due to a temporary 
one-month ceasefire, the re- 
lative calm was majr^ by 
inter-Muslim clashes in the 
northwestern enclave of 
Bihac. 

The mostly Muslim Bos- 
nian government army in die 
past few days has advanced 
against rebel forces loyal to 
breakaway Muslim leader 
nkiet Abdic, a United Na- 
tions spokesman said. 

“De^ife bad weather the 
fifth corps retained its press- 
ure on Abdic forces,” U.N. 
commander Eric Chaperon 
said Tuesday. 

U.N. military sources said 
they were fearful nearby 
Serbs would intervene in the 
inter-Muslim -fighting. 

Mr. Abctic split with the 


Bosnian government in 
Sarajevo last summer over 
his wilUngnes to negotiate 
with the Serbs. 

Muslim-led army advances 
were reported late Monday 
after the U.N. commander in 
Bosnia said he was encour- 
aged by the initial success ^ 
the three-day old truce, de- 
spite reports of sporadic 
clashes between Muslims «nd 
Serbs. 

“I have been encouraged 
»nerally by the decr^mg 
levels of fighting,” said 
Lieutenant General Sir 
Michael Rose in Sarajevo. 

Hgbting inside the Bihiw 
pocket began Saturday, the 
day after ^ U.N.-brokered 
truce, which Mr. AbdBc did 
noit si^, came into effect. 

Bosnian army Hfth Corps 
soldiers captured 30 
kilometres of ground and two 
companies of Mr. ' Abdte’s 
forces Monday, the sources 
said, with troops loyal to 
Sarajevo advancing up a 
mmn road to the town of 
Pecigrad. 

Two Serb tanks from the 
Krajina region were reported 
to be shelhng Bosnian army 
territory on Mr. Abdic’s be- 
half, the U.N. said, adding to 
fears of wider Serb involve- 
ment in tile clashes. 

The Bihac pocket is sur- 
rounded by Serb forces but 
there has been no fitting 
along the external confrrata- 
tion line since the Geneva 
truce became eff^ve. 


U.S.,Enr(^>ean and Rus- 
sian diplomats hope the tem- 
porary truce will provide 
momentum for negotiations 
on a fial peace settlement. 
Diplomats from tiie interna- 
ticKial “cantact group” are 
scheduled to meet later ti^ 
week to prepare a final prop- 
osal to present to the warring 
fections. 

Rnsaa warned the United 
States on Tkiesday that a un- 
ilateral witfadrav^ from a 
U.N. arms embm^ in Bos- 
nia could revive international 
confrontation of even lead to 
another worid war. 

Mr. Kozyrev used the 
opportunity of a meeting with 
Mr. Karadzic to blast U.S. 
l^jslators . for recent deci- 
sions, aimed at opening the 
way for arms supplies to Mus- 
lim forces in the former 
Yugoslav republic. 

American legislators 
try sudi steps in favour of the 
(Muslims) it would create a 
new potitiral atuation...It is 
definitely a way to a new 
world war,” Mr. Kozyrev 
said in the presence of r&pot~ 
ters as he welcomed Mr. 
Karadzic to Moscow. 

The U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, following the 
example of the Senate, voted 
last week to order Prudent 
Bill Qinton to lift the embar- 
go, declared by the United 
Nations on all former Yugos- 
lav reiHiblics in September 
1991. 

The West has long worried 



Bosnian Serb leader Radovan KaradzL- and 
Bnarifln Foreign Affairs Minister Andrei 


Kozirev pose for the photographers in Moscow 
(AFP photo) 


that the strong sui^rt, in- 
ducting arms supplies, Bos- 
nian S^rbs receive from their 
ethnic kin in neighbouring 
rump Yu^lavia, breaks the 
balance m powers and leaves 
the Muslims at an obvious 
disadvantage. 

Mr. Clinton told tire House 
in a letter that any U.S. 
action to lift the embargo 
would end the Bosnian peace 
process. 

“If one great power or 
both start supporting their 
dients it would bring the 
world back to the worst years 
of the cold war," 'Mr. 
Kozyrev said. 

Western attitudes towards 
the Serbs in former Yugosla- 
via have fir^uently annoyed 
Russia, whi^ has close his- 


toric and religious ties with 
Serbia. 

Russia expressed its anger 
earlier this year when NATO 
issued an ultimatum to Serb 
forces, which besieged Bos- 
uan capital Sarajevo. 

Russia accused the West of 
making the dedsion without 
consulting Moscow. The ind- 
dent caused a delay in Rus- 
sia's joining NATO's prog- 
ramme "partnership for 
peace,” espedaily designed 
for ex-Soviet republics and 
former Soviet 'clock states. 

Russia's conservative par- 
liament last month passed a 
non-binding resolution 
urging President Boris Yelt- 
sin to consider pulling out of 
U.N. economic sanctions 


against Serbs. 

Giving Mr. Karadzic, a 
poet, a non-government liter- 
ary award and inviting him to 
Russia is widely viewed as a 
demonstration of support for 
Serte by Russia’s influential 
nationalist groupings. 

Mr. Kozyrev made dear 
that in forming its poli^ to- 
wards Serbs his ministry 
would ignore any demands 
.from the nationatists. 

He said Russa would not 
unilaterally lift sanctions 
against Serbs unless this was 
accompanied by clear moves 
towards peace. 

“We wold not take un- 
ilateral steps which were not 
linked to peaceful settle- 
ments.” he said. 


Romanians launch marathon protest 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Thousands of Romanian 
workers Tuesday began a 
week-long anti-government 
street protest against plung- 
ing living standards and slug- 
gish economic reforms. 

Some 10.000 trade union- 
ists chanted "thieves, 
thieves” and handed out leaf- 


lets saying “how long shall we 
starve?” to back demands for 
protection from near per 
cent inflation. 

Prime Minister Nicolae 
Vacaroiu, saying the action 
would destabilite the coun- 
try, warned Monday he 
would deploy 10.000 anti-riot 
troops to prevent trouble, but 


the protest seemed orderiy 
and well-stewarded. 

About 1,500 miners in pit 
helmets were among protes- 
ters who filled Bucharest’s 
Aviator Square for the rally 
which began four years to the 
day after President Ion Dies- 
cu'^s bloody 1990 coalminers’ 
crackdown. 


Clintons 
quizzed by 

counsel on 
Whitewater 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Qinton and 
first lady Hillary Clinton 
were questioned under oath 
about the Whitewater ad^ir 
by the independent counsel 
investigating the case, the 
White House said. 

The interviews Sunday co- 
vered events related to the 
death last year of a senior 
White House lawyer and 
Clinton friend who had ac- 
cess to the Whitewater file 
and the failed Aricansas sav- 
ings and loan through wbidi 
the Ctintons became involved 
in tiie land deal. 

"Ind^endent counsel 
Robert I^ke, lAo is in the 
mocess of conducting the 
Washington phase of & in- 
quiries, conducted interviews 
yesteiday afternoon at the 
White House with President 
and Mrs. Clinton,” the presi- 
dent’s spedal counsel Lloyd 
.Cutler said in a statemenL 

Mr. Fiske interviewed the 
Qintons separately, speaking 
first for an hour and a haff 
the prttident and then 
for an hour with the first lady, 
a format chosen by Mr. 
Fiske, White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said. 

Mr. Cutier and the Clin- 
tons’ personal lawyer, Darid 
Kendw, were present, ai^ 
tiie presidaitial ocniple did 
not mvoke any kand of pri- 
vilege, Ms. Myers said. 

The interviews induded 
discussion of the events sur- 
rounding the death last year 
of White House Deputy 
Co n n<«l Vincent Foster, Mr. 
Cutler’s statement said. Hill- 
ary Qinton and Mr. Foster 
were both partners at an 
y^iitansas law law firm. 

Mr. Foster, whose death 
was ruled a suicide, bad ac- 
cess to the Whitewater file 
and questions have been 
laised about White House 
staff removing papers after 
this death, before police 
could begin their investiga- 

interview with the 
Qintons also covered com- 
tnunications between staff at 
Treasury and the White 
House altout a Treasury in- 
vestigStion into the Madison 
Guaranty Savings and Loan 
in Arkansas. 

The savings and loan was 
involved in the Whitewater 
venture, a failed land deal in 
which the Qintons invested 
while Mr. Qinton governor 
of Arkansas. 

7 ^ president and first la^ 
**are cooperating foUy whb 
- the independent counsel and 
voluntarily agreed when the 
ioterviews were requested,” 
1 /Ij. Cutler said. 


Philippine military prepares 
to attack Muslim Mdnappers 


2AMBOANGA, Philippines 
(AFP) — The Philippine . 
army is preparing to launch a . 
major offensive against a 
Muslim gang holding a Ro- 
man Ca^oUc priest hostage 
on the island of Basilan, a 
senior commander said Tues- 
day. 

“We are ready to laundi 
the big operation against 
them,” Lieutenant General 
Orlando Soriano, head of 
military forces in the soutii- 
em Philippines said of the 


ga^ 


kidnappers, allied to a 
Muslim fundamentalist 
gwirilla group, Abu Sayyaf, 
iadnwped 37 people on June 
8 and immediately killed IS 
male hostages. 

Tb^ released 20 of the 
remaining 22 hostages, most- 
ly sdiolt^cfaers, Monday af- 
ter local offidads {aid a ran- 
som repOTted to be as high as 
one million pesos and have 
demanded a three miliioa peso 
($1 12,000) ransom for the re- 
lease of the priest. Father 
Qrilo Nacorda. 

They are also holding 
another man. 

Gen. Soriano said three 
battalions of Marines were 
ready to take part in the 


campaign, but added that he 
was still encouraging govern- 
ment negotiators to try and 
obtain the release of the 
priest. 

The archbishop of Baalan 
Tuesday said no ransom 
would be paid for tiie pries^ 
even if it meant putting bis 
life at risk. 

Marine Colonel Victor 
Salazar, head of military 
forces in Basilan, said he 
believed the Muslims in- 
tended to use the priest as a 
shield to prevent the army 
from attacking and to give 
the kidnappers a chance to 
flee. 

The kidnapping and mas- 
sacre are believed to be in 
retaliation for a government 
offensive against the Abu 
Sayyaf on the nearby island 
of Jok) earlier tiib montii. At 
least 41 Abu Sayyaf members 
were killed in tte attack. 

Gen. Soriano, who earlier 
said the army wcMild refuse to 
pay for the freedom of the 
hostages, admitted a ransom 
had p^, but denied he 
bad been informed of the 
move beforehand. He reiter- 
ated the government position 
that no ransom would be 
paid. 


Exxon, tanker captain liable 
in 1989 Alaska oil spil 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AFP) — Exxon Corp. and 
^ cs^ptain the Exxon Val- 
dez acted tedclessly in the 
1989 accident off the Alaska 
coast that led to the largest 
U.S. oil a jury ruled. 

The jury ruling a gainst the 
oQ giant and Exxon Valda 
Cqtiain Josc|tii Hazelwood 
means they cook! be liable 
for $15 UUioo in punitive 
Attnagea in addition to $1.5 
hniwm in lost income and 

^ . .. 

Tbe plaintiffr m the case 
indnded more tiian lOJlOO 
commercial fishermen, pn^ 
oty owners and Alaskan na- 
tives. 

Tbe jmy of nine women 
and three men wili determine 
riamagwe in the federal court 
trial for the Mai^ 24, 1989 
spill of 40 million liters (11 
miiiirm gaJk^), of czude oQ 
into Prince WSUiam Sound. 

The claim for punitive 
riamagftg W8S bosed oo the 
plaintiffs cootentioB that 
C^jt. Hazdwood was drunk 
when he turned over the 
tanker to an iiie]q)erieDced 
oewman in hazardous condi- 
tions, and that Ex«mi knew 
ot tbe pilof s drinking 
lems. 

During die trial, Capt. 
Hazelwood — whose a^ons 
are at tiie centre of tbe efis- 
pute — was alternately por^ 
trayed as a “res p ectable man 
u4k> is being trashed” and as 
an alcoholic who was drunk 


on the job the ni^ of Mardi 
24, 1989 when the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince 
WnUam Sound. 

Exxon Chairman Lee 
Raymond said after the ver- 
dict: “We are CBsaraxnnted 
with tbe jury’s finding that 
Ejdhmi’s conthict was rMfcless 
and that tins recklessness was 
a l^al cause oi the accidental 
ting of the Exxon Val- 


“We believe... tiiat the evi- 
dence presented in tbe next 
of the trial sbowhlg 
that Exxon has already, spent 
and done will oonviiicmgly 
demonstrate that no award of 
punitive damagag shoukl be 
made,” he added. 

The tanker leaked nearly 
45 million titers (11 milikm 
g^ons) of crude ofl over 
some 2^400 kUometres (1,500 
miles) along the pratine 
coast. The foul, Uaw slick 
Hiied roughly half a milUon 
birds, fi^ and other wildlife. 

The (riaidtiffs* I«k 1 lawyer, 
Brian O'Neill, said Exxon 
bad discovered more than 
one year before the spifl that 
Opr Hazelwood bad re- 
sumed drinking after nnder^ 
gwifl treatment for alcohol- 
Sm in 1985. 

T<» Exxon executives tes- 
tifi^dnriiig tbe trial, which 
tytpin on May 2 here, that 
Op t. Hazelwood was mom- 
dosdy but presented 
no supporting 


Rao party 
defers 
election 
reform bill 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
a’s ruling Congress (I) Party 
suffered a setback Tuesday 
when it was forced to put on 
hold a bill aimed at curWling 
the powers of controveisiu 
duet election commissioner 
T.N. S^han. 

“The government does not 
intend to introduce the bill,” 
Minister of State for Law 
H.R. Bharadwaj told the 
lower house of parliament, 
saying a “consensus” had not 
been reached with the 
opposition, whose support 
was nee^ for passage. 

Tbe about-face was seen by 
political an^ysts as a serions 
embarrassment for the gov- 
ernment, which had been 
firantically lobb^g opposi- 
tion MPs until late Monday 
to back the legislation. 

The bill, which needed tbe 
support of two-thirds of par- 
liament to become law, 
sought to curtail the mercu- 
rial Seshan's authority by re- 
vamping the election oom- 
misan n to create three com- 
missioners with equal 
powers. 

The main opposition Bhar- 
atiya Janata Pi^ (BJP, Indi- 
an People’s Party) had come 
oat against the bill and the 
Congress was counting on the 
support of MPs from smaller 
emoshion parties in its bid to 
cup Mr. S^han’s wings. 

But opposition MPs said 
the proposed legislation was 
ambigDous. 

“Ine intricacies still have 
to be woiked out,” said Mu- 

S 'muddin Farooqi of the 
jmmunist Party of India 

(CPI). 

Mr. Sesbao, who has 
served as ^ef election com- 
missioner for the past 40 
months, was unavailable for 
comment as was Congress 
tookesman Vithal Nath 


Italy’s left in need of new leadership 


ROME (AFP) — A tough 
leadership contest was under- 
way within Italy's main 
opposition par^ Tuesday fol- 
lowing tbe resignation of its 
leader Achille Occhetto in 
the wake of his party’s poor 
showing in the European 
elections. 

Mr. Occheno. leader of 
tbe reformed Communist 
Party of the Democratic Left 
(PDS). resigned Monday af- 
ter results of the European 
elections put his party well 
behind Prune Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's right-wing Form 
Italia. 

The PDS woo 19. 1 per cent 
of the voce and Forza Italia 
30.6 per cent. 

Two other leftist leaders. 
Ottaviano Del Turco. the 
national secretary of the Ita- 
lian Socialist Party (PSI j, and 
Wilier Bordon, coordinator 
of the Democratic .Alliance, 
also resigned after their poor 
showing in the Euro-poll 
Sunday. 

Ibe PSI, linked to the 
alliance, got 1.8 per cent of 
tiie vote compared to 14.8 


per cent in the 1989 Euro- 
pean Parliament elections. 

Observers said results of 
tbe vote and Mr. Occhetto's 
ensuine resignation set up the 
stage for a tough leadership 
contest at a time when voters 
in Italy have swung to the 
centre-n^t as demonstrated 
during the Sunday vote and 
eeneral elections 'March 27- 
2S. 

The March elections left 
the PDS with 20.4 per cent of 
the vote and launched a be- 
hind-che scenes debate about 
the ivisdom of retaining Mr. 
Occhetto as leader and who 
should be hb successor. 

Massimo Cacciari, tbe phi- 
loso^ mayor of Venice and 
former dep'utv. fired tbe first 
volley recentfy by suggesting 
that the opposition set up its 
own structured shadow gov- 
ernment that could challenge 
tbe right. 

But Mr. Cacciari, who 
broke with the communists 
10 vears ago. is considered an 
outsider Within the opposi- 
tion and is unlikely to suc- 


ceed Mr. Occhetto. 

lliose tipped as likely suc- 
cessors include Massimo 
D'.Alema. tbe PDS number- 
two man, and Walter Veltro- 
ni. the editor of tbe leftist 
daily L'Unita. 

Mr. Veltroni, 40. has re- 
fused to discuss tiie matter 
but said in an editorial Tues- 
day that the left must renew 
its image with new ideas if it 
wants to be considered 
seriously by voters. 

Other press reports were 
more direct. Eugenio Scal- 
fari. editor of the daily La 
Repubblica wrote that if the 
PDS appointed as its --new 
leader Mr. D'Alema, a man 
who suffers from a humour- 
less public image, then Mr. 
Occhetto's "resignation 
would have been for no- 
thing. 

He added that the PDS 
must realise that it needs 
“leader capable of regrouf^ 
ing all the centre-left Oj)posi- 
tion. as Mr. Berlusoom man- 
aged to do with the Italian 
centre-right." 


Indonesia urged to improve human 
rights record in East Timor 


JAKARTA (AFP) — An In- 
donesian parliamentary com- 
mittee has called on the gov- 
ernment to respect human 
ri^ts in East Timor and 
aOow international monitor- 
ing groups into the terTitory, 
press reports said Tuesday. 

“Efforts to solve once and 
for all the East Umor issue 
should at least mean a 
damental improvement and 
restoration of human rights in 
East Timor,” said the Jakarta 
Post daily citing a report of 
tiie inter-pariiamentaiy coop- 
eration committee read in 
parliament Monday. 

The report, read by native 
East Umorese legislator 
vador Ximenes Soares, also 
urged the government to pay 
more attention to tiie aspira- 
tions of local leaders in 
Umor rather than to foreign 
opinicMi. 

Indonesia, which un- 


ilaterally declared tiie former 
Portuguese colony its 27th 
province in 1976, has been 
under continuous criticism 
for its human rights record 
there. The United Nations 
continues to view Portugal as 
the territory's administrator. 

Jakarta was strongly criti- 
cised iatemadoiially last month 
for trying to get the Philip- 
(Mne government to cancel a 
planned private conference 
on East Timor in Manila. The 
meeting took place but most 
of the foreign speakers were 
not allowed to enter tiie Phi- 
lippines. 

Mr. Soares said that invita- 
tions to visit East Timor 
should not be limited to Un- 
ited Nations and Porti^ese 
officials but open to inlerna- 
tional organisations, includ- 
ing Amnesty International 
and Asia Watch. The two 
groups are among leading cri- 


tics of Indonesia’s human 
rights record in East Timor. 

He said that dhnect dia- 
logue with such non- 
governmental organisations 
could reduce tiie existing dif- 
ference in perception and 
uoderstandii^ of Indonesia’s 
human rights policies. 

Foreign affairs’ spokesman 
Irawan Abidin said Tuesday 
that U.N. Spedal Rappor- 
teur on Torture and Extra- 
judicial Execution, Bacre 
Waly N'Diaye of Sra^al, is 
expected to visit East Timor 
in July. A date has yet to be 
set, he said. 

Mr. Soares said the par- 
liamentary committee also 
called on Jakarta to oontinae 
efforts to determine the fate 
of 56 people unaccounted for 
since Indonesian troops 
opened fire on a pro- 
independence demonstration 


Police asked to save Bangladesh feminist 


DHAKA (R) — The brother 
of Bandadeshi feminist wri- 
ter Ta^wia Nasrin has lodged 
a complaint with police 
against threats to Idll his sis- 
ter and asked them to ensure . 
tala' safety. 

Nasrhi has been in biding 
for airni^ two weeks since 
the government ordered her 
arrest and a fundamentalist 
leada offered a reward for 
her death for allegedly insult- 
ing Islam. 

Faizul Kabir Noman told 
the chief metropolitan magis- 
trate of the southern town of 
Khulna Mon^y that police 
most act promptly to save 
Nasrin, a physician turned 
writer. . 

He made the appeal three 
days after Mufti Naznil Islam 
announced at a Muslim rally 
in Khulna that he would give 
100,000 taka ($2,500) to any- 
one who killed Nasrin. 

Itiam said Nasrin “has 
committed an unforgivable 
offence against Islam and 
must be condemned to 
death.” 

Tens of thousantb of fun- 


damentalists have since de- 
monstrated in Dhaka and 
elsewhere in the country call- 
ing for her death and the 
punishment of those who 
supported her. 

Nasrin. in her early 30s, 
provoked the fury of Muslim 
fundamentalists in Bang- 
ladesh by allegedly telling the 
Statesman newspaper in Cal- 
cutta, India, that Islam's holy 
book, the Koran, should be 
“revised thoroughly.” 

Nasrin, who in the past has 
taken public positions against 
marriage and religion, has 
said she was misquoted. 

The government ordered 
her arrest after the Bang- 
ladesh Times reprinted the 
Statesman article on June 4, 
triggering an angry reaction 
from local Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups. 

Nasrin in a letter Hiursday 
to the speaker of the Bang- 
ladesh parliament urged the 
government to <ensure her 
safety. 

But she ignored calls to 
surrender to the High Court 
and to seek the protection of 


the law, police said Tuesday. 

“Not a single word in the 
Koran can be changed. I 
know that fully well and I 
have never said an>thing ab- 
out changes in the book.” 
Nasrin said in her letter to 
Speaker Sheikh Razzak AM. 

female reporter of 
Statesman failed to under- 
stand the difference between 
the Koran and Sharia (Isla- 
mic) Law. I asked for 
changes in the Sharia Law to 
ensure equal rights for men 
and women,” she said. 

The Statesman reponer. 
Sujata Sen. denied she had 
misquoted Nasrin. 

*T absolutely stand by my 
story.” said Mr. Sen, who 
had interviewed Nasrin when 
the feminist visited Calcutta. 

Police arrested two editors 
of the Bengali newspaper 
Janakantha, Toab Khan and 
Borhan Ahmad, li^ week for 
allegedly supporting Nasrin 
and opposing fundamental- 
ists. 

The Bangladesh Society 
for Enforcement of Human 
Rights on Tuesday protested 


their anest, saying the move 
was against freedom of the 
press and human rights. 

The sodety, headed by Sig- 
ma Huda. wife of Informa- 
tion Minister Nazmul Huda, 
also asked the government to 
withdraw warrants of arrest 
issued against two other 
Janakantha journalists. 

As police search nation- 
wide for the author whose 
comments have infuriated 
Islamic clerics, her family is 
receiving phone calls by peo- 
ple threatening to kill them. 

"We are receiving anony- 
mous death threats by phone 
every night ...We are consult- 
ing lasers.” a family mem- 
ber of Nasreen said Monday 

“Our phone is perhaps 
being bugged," the woman at 
Nasreen's house in Dha- 
ka said in a telephone inter- 
view. ^ 

She spoke on condition of 
anonymity, saying she was 
too ^raid to give her name. 
Ms. Nasreen shar« a ninth- 
floor apartment in downtown 
Dhaka with her Sister and her 


Pol iceihan fined 
for ‘cuffing’ 
youth on ear 4- 

LONDON (R) — O uq^tge d V 
British newspoieis offered 
Tuesday to pay the l^al costs 
of a poUceman who was fined . 
£100 ($15(0 for giving an 
unruly youth an "old- 
fashi oned cuff OO the ear.” A 
magistrates court in w e s tem 
England also ordered Steve 
Guscott, 42, a police ofSea 
for 20 years, to pay the 14-.; 
year-old £50 ($75) compensa- 
tion. The . teenager com- 
plained to poMce after Mr. 7 
Guscott sl^)ed him <m tiie 
bead. Ivfr. Guscott bad bem ' 
csdled to dispeise a rowdy 
gang of teenagos in MBne* , 
he^, sootinrest En^and, 
last March. “It was not more 
than chastisement of a child. 

It was certainly not premedi- 
tated,” Mr. Guscotfs lawya 
Ian Wilson said. "They 
sbemfo be givnig him a medal, 
not a fine,” said die DaOy 
Star newspiq)a, offering to 
pay his 6z^ for him. 

Sri Lanka applies | 
brakes on in- 

elephant sales 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Dingjii Banda Wljetnn- ^ 
ga has moved to disccMiiage 
the sale of elephants by 
Bocklhist temples, whkh r^ '■ 
oeive the animaiK as gifts 
from the state, a goveniment 1 
newspaper saicT Monday. ' 
Temi^es were selling off the 
elephants at about $20,000 
eadi and asking tbe govern- 
ment for reftiacemeiits from 
the state orphanage for 
elephants, tne evening 
Observa said. Tbe practice is i 
like^ to stop, with Mr. Wl- ’ 
jetimga ordering tiiat baby • 
elephants tiioold be ^ven , 
cmly to temf:^ that are in a r 
finan cial pc^tiOD tO feed the ' 
animals, tbe newjqia^pa said. 
Qephants are revora in Sri . 
Lanka and are decorated and 
paraded at Buddhist tempde ■ 
ceremonies. The elephant 
population in Sri l.anlca is 
believed to be dmndliiig as ■ 
many animals are slau^itered - 
by fanners. Ninsty-frw wild ' 
elq^iantswereslaiig^taedin * 
tbe island last year, aoemding 
to wildlife ei^uaasts. The 
cuirent ele{rfiant pc^iulation 
is estimated at between 2,000 ^ 
and 2,500. ^ 

Naked 

performance 
artist, onlookem 
arrested in 
Beijing 

BEUING (AP) — Beijing 
police de&Djied 11 people, 
including a German en- . 
ginea, wro attended a naked 
art perfonnance, and were 
stifl boldnig two of the artists . 
Monday, witnesses said. Ab- 
out a dc^ itiaindofhes and 
u n ifo rmed police raided tiie ' . 
home of artist Ma Lmming 
Sondajr, the witnesses said on 
conditKHi that their names 
not be used. Ma, 25, had just 
completed an eidiibition of ~ 
performance art that in- . 
volved stripping naked, cook- 
ing pototoes tc^etha with a 
watd and earrings, and then 
butying the potatoes. The 
police detained Ma, his assis- 
tant, Zhu Ming, 22, and nine 
people who watched the pa- 
fbnnance, inclocting a Ga- 
man national who works in 
Beijing. Police also seized^ 

rideo footage of the perform- * 

ance and earlier examples of 
Ma’s work, the witnesses 
smd. The nine spectators, 
who included a television 
filmmaker from Hong Kong, 
were freed afta questioning 
the witnesses said. But Ma. 
and Zhu were still in deten- 
tion late Monday, they 
added. Beijing has a smaU 
Dirt thnviog community of- 
uiGBpcndcDt dftists vi4io work 
outside of China’s state- 
controled art worid. 

Bogus Rothschild 
leads life of Reilly - 

fffiLSINKI(AFP) — Aman 

^***ned to be r elate tQ . 
foe Roth^d banking fan£ . 
ty changmg hU name 
has b^ sentenced in absen-' 

.and embezzlement, 
officials said here . 
Alexander-Marc de 
^nd,^Mark 

^siKWe*d in obtS 

^foestrengfoSflSi^ 
prosecutors saiTSora ’ 

•^aUy possible 
which does not pr 
nm^. He travef 
land and, 
asa weL _ 
mannered 
a life of luxury 
period 1990-91 i 

ly obtained good 
prosecutors sai« 
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Kohl predicts he will be reelected I Rwaitdaii Hutu militia blocks 


BONN (AP) — Charged by 
“?* party s strong diowine in 
European voting. Chancellor 
Helmut Kcriil has predicted 
Jat be win be re-elected in 
October and ridiculed his 
opponents* hopes of oostine' 
him. ^ 

While sometimes seeming 
like a man preparing for de- 
feat during the past few 
mks, Mr. Kohl was in fitt- 
ing fettle after his party won 
more votes than the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats in Sun- 
day’s election for the Euro- 
pean Paiiiament. 

**Ye5teiday was a good day 
for us and we are enjoying 
it,'* the diancellor told repor- 
t's. After losing three 
straight state elections, the 
European Parliament vote 
mark^ an important turnar- 
ound for the three-term lead- 
er who has served for 12 
years. 

“Fm expecting a clear vie-* 
tory’* in the Oct. 16 federal 
elections, said Mr. Kohl, who 
has made so many comebaclu 
in his career chat political 
dandits have become wary of 
counting him out. 

But with polls putting Mr. 
Kohl and Social Democratic 
challenger Rudolf Schaiping 
about even for the October 
vote, the chancellor said his 
party can’t afford to be smug. 

"There’s no reason to 
sound die all- clear. We must 
fight for every vote in the 
c(Mning weeks and months,” 
said Mr. Kohl. 

Election for the European 


Umm (EU) assembly have 
confirmed what everyone 
knew; Voters throughout 
Europe are unhappy with 
their governments. 

• ruling Conservatives 
»n Britain suffered their worst 
national election setback. In 
Spam, the Socialist govern- 
ment was defeated for the 
first time in 12 years. Gov- 
ernments in France, De- 
nmark, Greece, Portugal, 
Ireland and Belgium « lsn lost 
ground in Sunday's voting 
across the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Union. 

Only Germany and Italy 
bucked the trend. Mr. Kohl 
defied recent opinion polls to 
gain backing from voters, 
while new It^an Premier Sl- 
vio Berlusconi’s fledgling 
conservative party inerMsed 
its support. 

Nationalist parties gained 
ground in France and Bel- 
gium, but the far-right Re- 
pubb'ean Party failed to win 
any seats in Germany, and 
support dropped slightly for 
Italy’s National Alliance, 
which has tried to distance 
itself from its neo-fascist 
roots. 

Fmal results from most 
countries were released Mon- 
day in elections for the 567- 
seat parliament, which can 


amend legislation, control 
the EU’s billion budget 


and veto appointments to the 
union’s powerful executive 


agency. 

The ballot reflected the 


popularity of both individual 


governments and the EU, 
tiyring to bring member na- 
tions closer with a common 
foreign policy und a single 
currency by 1999. 

In a sepiarate referendum. 
Austrians boosted the EU’s 
expansion plans by voting 
overwhelmingly to join the 
Union. Austria will become a 
full member on Jan. 1. 

Across the Union. Social- 
ists were expected to remain 
the largest faction with 195 
seats, thanks largely to gains 
by Britain's Labour Party. 

The centre-right Christian 
Democrats were seen coming 
close behind — with 152 scats 
— boosted by Mr. Kohl’s 
good showing and the rise of 
the opposition Popular Party 
in Spain. 

Hnal results in Britain re- 
vealed his Conservatives suf- 
fered their worst showing in a 
national election since re- 
cords were first kept in 1982. 

They had won only 18 
seats, compared to 62 for the 
Labour Party, the centrist 
Liberal Democrats took two 
to win their first seats ever in 
the European Parliament. 

"The Conservatives have 
been overtaken by a political 
earthquake.” said Margaret 
Beckett, Labour's acting 
leader. 

In Spain, the ruling Social- 
ists. battered by political 
scandals and high unemploy- 
ment, acknowledged their 
first nationwide loss since 
1979. 

Taking only 30.67 per cent 


of the vote, the Socialists won 
22 seats, down from 27 in 
1989. With 40.21 per cent of 
the vote, the Popular Party 
secured 28 Euro-parliament 
seats, up from 16 in the out- 
going assembly. 

Mr. Gonzalez hinted he 
may give way to demands for 
early general elections after 
the Socialists slipped into 
second place for the first time 
in 12 years. 

Mr. Beriusconi continued 
his honeymoon with Italian 
voters three months on from 
the national election success 
of his Forza Italia (Let's Go, 
Italy) party. 

Complete results 
announc^ Monday by the 
Interior Ministry gave Forza 
Italia 30.6 per cent, com- 
pared to 21 per cent in the 
March national elections. 

In France, the centre-right 
governing coalition came out 
on top with 25.5 per cent 
after all votes were counted. 
Socialists leader Michel 
Rocard suffered a serious 
blow to his hopes to replace 
Francois Mitterrand in next 
year’s presidential elections 
by scoring a dismal 14.5 per 
cent. 

Maverick groups eroded 
support for the mainstream 
parties, charismatic, scandal- 
struck businessman Bernard 
Tapie took votes from the 
left, and the anti-EU "Other 
Europe” group scored 12.38 
per cent, signalling the em- 
ergence of a new force on the 
ri^t. 


Israel wins assurance of Italian friendship 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Israel has sought and won 
assurances fi'om It^y that the 
presence of five neo-fascists 
m the new Italian govern- 
ment would have no impact 
on relations between the two 
countries. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Antonio Martino told his 
Israeli connteipart, Shimon 
Peres, that the government of 
Prime Minister SiMo Berlus- 
coni would do everything 
possible to increase 
friendship and cooperation 
with Israel. 

The two men held talks for 
more than one hour in the 
aiargiDs of a meeting of 
European Union (EU) fore- 
ign ministers. Mr. Peres ex- 
pressed concern at the neo- 
fosdst element of the Italian 


government 

Mr. Martino replied that 


the Beriusconi 'cabtoet 
would be closer to Israel than 
any Italian government of the 
last 20 years. 

Mr. Martino pledged 
Rome's help in Doosting 
Israel's relations with the 
EU, and in mobilisii^ the 
G-7 group of industrialised 
countries to press for an end 
to the Arab boycott of Israeli 
products. 

Speaking to journalists 
afteasrards, Mr. Peres said 
the Jewish people were sensi- 
tive and uncompromising to- 
wards some political posi- 
tions a clear reference to 
fascism. 

"We'll do what is best in 
our judgment,” he said about 
relations with Italy, adding 
that Israel would judge the 
Italian government by its ac- 
tions. 

Mr. Peres said that the 


Italian government included 
some "good Mends” of Israel 
including the prime minister 
and his forei^ minister. 

Later, the Israeli foreign 
minister met his EU counter- 
parts for talks on relations 
between Issael and Brussels. 

Mr. Peres said the talks 
focused on EU support for 
Palestinian autonomy under 
the Middle East pe^ pro- 


Arafat would be allowed to 
visit Jerusalem, he said; 
"Arafat has not a^ed and we 
are not so quick as to give 
answers before we get the 
question.” 


cess, and Israel's campaign 
for greater access to EU re- 


search and development. 


After the meeting, the 
chairman of the EU’s cxnmdl 
of ministers. Tbeodoros Pan- 
galos, said the union aimed to 
strengthen political, scientific 
and cultuim relations with 
Israel along with trade and 
economic bnks. 


Responding to questions, 
Lr. Peres repeated Israel’s. 


Mr. Peres repeated Israel’s, 
insistence that the status of 
Jerusalem as an "Israeli d^" 
was not op for negotiation 
during the first two years of 
the Israeli-Palestinian auton- 


omy accord. 

Asked whether Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 


And the EU’s commisrion- 
er for foreign relations, Hans 
van den Broek, called on the 
international community to 
dig deeper into its pockets to 
make a Palestinian state vi- 
able. 

The EU has pledged 500 
million ECUs ($565 million) 
over five yeans to help pay for 
Palestinian autonomy. 


Majali leaves for U.S. Israeli torture 


(ContiDiKd from page 1) 


confirmed reports said it 
could take place on June 30. 

In a ^parture statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Fetre, Dr. Majali 
said the meeting between the 
King and Prudent Qinton 
was very important since the 
two leaders would discuss 
means to enhance bilateral 
relations and the Middle East 
peace process particulariy the 
developments in the 
Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations. 

"Progress on one track of 
negotiations win be good for 
other tracks,” Dr. Majali 
said. 

The prime minister reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s consistent 
riftrna pri for a comprehensive 
q^peace in the Middle East. 

Dr. Majali. however, said 


inter-Arab coordination in 
the peace process at this 
point in time was not up to 
the desired level. At the same 
time, he said, such coordina- 
tion “exists ntienever there is 
an opportunity.” 

“Whenever there are any 
developments, other parties 
are ke^ informed,” he said. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was 
' close to signing an agreement 
with Londem’s Llojw Regis- 
ter on observing ontgoing 
and incoming ca^ at Aqaba 
as part of the enforcement of 
the sanctions agai^ Iraq. 
"There is a minor issue” to 
be settled before the agree- 
ment is signed, be said, 
rigned, he said. 

Dr. Majali was seen off 
from Amman by Deputy 
Prime Minister Thouqan 
Hindawi, Cabinet membm 
and senior officials. 


(CoBliniied from page 12) 

ated, rigid and increasingly 
painfiil regime of physical 
constraints and psychological 


revoke clauses in secret 


police guidelines permitting 
physical force. 


E ressures” that 10 many cases 
isted a month. 


lasted a month. 

It said methods used in 
nearly all interrogations in- 


cluded prolonged deprivation 
of sleep, using blindfolds or 


tight-fitting hoods. 
”ln a large nu 


”ln a large number of 
cases, detainees are also 
moderately or severely 


beaten by their interroga- 
tors,” saief the group, former- 


tors,” said the group, former- 
ly called Middle East Watch. 

It based its report on inter- 
views with il6 Pmestinians in- 


terrogated since June 1992, 
including 10 Questioned since 


including 10 questioned since 
the September 1993 signing 
of the autonomy deal. 

The report said Israeli 
leaders could not claim ignor- 
ance that “ill-treatment is the 


Alarm grows over Korean crisis 


norm m mterroganon cen- 
tres." 

But the group, which 


(ContlBBed fttim page 1) 


month on a pro-Pymigyang 
Korean sdiool in Japan on 
suspicion of involvement in 
illegal land transactions, 
KCNA said. 

Police raided the Kyoto 
Chosen Gakuen sdiool in 
western Japan on June 6 sus- 


Yongbyon nuclear reactor 
"would be a new and very 
dangerous development.” 

U.S. Ambassador to the- 
United Nations Madeleine 
Albright said on Monday the 
first di^ of a sanctions re- 
solution might be distributed 
within 24 hours. 

Mr. Clinton expressed 
deep concern in a call to Mr. 
Hata about Pyongyang’s 
latest move, Japanese offidal 
said. 


documented alleged abuses 
between 1992 and 1994, said 


peering that its owners 
bought land illegally in 1990 
and 1991 to relocate their 
school building. 

Later, police said the 
school authorities — affili- 
ated to the General Assoda- 
tion of Korean Residents in 
Japan (Qiongryon) — had 
committed no offence. 

He and a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the south, 
v^di is this week practising 
air-raid and mass-evacuation 
drills, would not be intimi- 
dated. 

In a sign that montiis of 
uncertainty are finally taking 
their tdl, the Seoul stock 
market, previously immune 
to nuclear alarms, closed 
down 2.11 per cent. 

Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo said there was stiD a 
dianoes for the north to settle 
the issue ffirough dialogue. “I 
want to emphasise that 
peaceful settlement is still our 
hope. We will continue to - 
leave that possibility open 










Israeli secret police now re* 
sorted less to beatings — 
while relying more extensive- 
ly on psychological and 
physical pressures such as 
diackling detainees in con- 
torted i^itions. 

Israeli army interrogations, 
it said, had become more 
standaitiised, with beating 
still the norm but instances or 
extreme violence less com- 
mon. It said Israel should 


physical force. 

The army often used the 
"gas p^l,” the report said, 
in which an interrogator 
presses his foot into the 
crotch of the detainee who 
has his hands cuffed behind 
his back. 

It noted however that "the 
fluency and brutality of the 
violence appears to have 
diminished somewhat in re- 
cent years.” 

Body abuse positions in- 
cluded forced standing, 
shackling in bent positions, 
confinement in tiny cubicles 
for days at a time. 

Interrogators also induce 
fear, exhaustion and diso- 
rientation 1^ depriving 
Palestinians of sleep and ac- 
cess to toilets, isolation, 
hooding or blindfolding, ex- 
treme temperatures, loud 
music around the clock and 
threats. 

Human Rights Watch cal- 
led on European Union 
states to raise the issue of 


torture in negotiations to up- 

f irade a free trade accord with 
srael. 


"There are a few cases 
where soldiers are wrong and 
they are punished,” a senior 
military source said. 

"If somebo^ is tiying to 
be brutal it is not routine, but 


you have to know that those 
(interrogation) centres are 
not hotels.” 






In Washington,* the State 
Department said any removal 
of lA^ cameras or inspec- 
tors to monitor spent fuel 
removed from die North’s 


Hata described the situa- 
tion as grave but added: "The 
United Nations must respond 
in one way or another.” 

Nfr. Clinton also called Mr. 
Yeltsin and a White House 
spokesman said they “agreed 
on a general a^no^ tp 
sanctions.” Mr. Yeltsin him- 
self said he had linked sanc- 
tions with a call for an inter- 
national conference about 
the security of the Korean 
Peninsula, a propo^ tiiat 
arou^ little enthusiasm in 
Wa^ngton in -the past. 

"Our proposal was to put 
to the Security Council simul- 
taneously an international 
conference and sanctions, 
stage-by-stage, “Mr. Yeltsin 
t^ reporters in Moscow. 
"This is a very serious mat- 
ter.” 

China, North Korea's last 
major ally and its biggest 
trading partner, has the pow- 
er to veto a Seoirity Council 
sanctions resolution or to ab- 
stain but ignore any embar- 


Ibrahimi sees progress 


(Contiwed IkMn page 1) 


U.N.Secretary General 'Bour- 
TOs Ghali and the Security 
Council on his findings. 

A U.N. statement issued in 
Geneva on Tuesday said Dr. 
Ghali regretted that the two 
sides had failed to heed the 
U.N. ceasefire call. He said 
both ades had given repeated 
assurances they would accept 
the truce and resume talks to 
end the fighting. 

Spokeswoman Therese 
Gastaut said Dr. Ghali had 
received an interim reixm 
from Mr. Ibrahimi but would 
not give details. 

Ms. Gastaut said Dr. Ghali 
had once again urged both 
sides to ob^rve a ceasefire 
immediately to allow huma- 
nitarian assistance to reach 
Aden and other parts of Ye- 
men. 

"The door is open to 
typhoid,” said Frederique 


Chapuis, of the medical aid 
group Medicine Sans Fron- 
tieres (MSF — Doctors With- 
out Borders), as she helped 
to distribute buckets to ^ 
refuse families sheltering in 
the Hussein Abdelqawi 
school here. 


Dr. Chapuis said the dan- 
ger lies in the old artesian 
wells around Aden, where 
the city’s 500.000 residents 
were forced to collect water 
after northern troops 
bombed the Bir Nasser water 
pumping station 15 
kilometres away and cut off 
water supplies for a week. 


She said all sorts of vessels 
— including old dusttnns — 
were being plunged into the 
wells. "Even if we assume the 
water is clean at the bottom, 
it risks being contaminated,” 
she said. 


U.N. rescue of civilians 


KIGALI (R) — Hutu militia- 
men halted U.N. efforts 
Tuesday to rescue hundreds 
of Hutsi civilians trapped and 
in fear of their lives in 
government-held areas of 
Rwanda’s capital Kigali, aid 
workers said. 

The militias, widely 
blamed for massacres in 
which more than 500,000 
people have been killed, let 
the U.N. ferry around 300 
frightened Tutsi civilians 
Monday from the Sainte 
Famille Church complex to 
rebel lines. 

But the evacuation opera- 
tion, resuming after a 10-day 
suspenrion, ground to a halt 
Tuesday. 

"There will be no evacua- 
tion today (Tuesday), the 
militia has refused us permis- 
sion,” one aid worker said. 

Some 2,300 Tutsi civilians 
remain in the church com- 
plex, protected from the mili- 
tias hanging about in the 
streets outside only by a cor- 
don of police lo^ to the 
Hutu government. 

"There has been some dis- 
agreement about the lists of 
refugees to be taken out of 
the Sainte Famille,” said the 
aid worker. 

llie Hutu militia, who 
blocked earlier evacuation 
attempts, last month, 
threatened the U.N. Assist- 
ance Mission in Rwanda 
(UNAMTR) rescue operation 
Monday by milling about the 
four U.N. trucks taking the 
minority Tutsi away. 

After negotiations, the 
militia allowed the convoy to 
travel to the rebel Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF)-held 
town of Kabuga some 70 
kilometres to £e north of 
Kigali. 

Monday’s evacuation was 
the first after a suspension 
imposed because the Tutsi- 
dominated rebels fired on a 
convoy taking civilians into 
government territory. 

The U.N. had planned to 
continue the exercise Tues- 
day during a temporary truce 
•secured to fadfitate the op- 
eration. 

The guns fell silent half an 
hour after the 8 a.m. (0600 
GMT) deadline Tuesday, arid 
both sides seem to hold their 
mortar and artillery fire late 
into the morning but the 
crackle of small arms fire 
could occasionally be heard. 

Ceasefire talks between 
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A Ghanaian U,N. soldier evnenates a Tntsi chfld from a 
govemmeot-lield sectm- et Kigdi to KalxN^a, in Kigali’s 
outskirts (AFP photo) 


the two sides resumed at 10 
a.m. (0200 GMT) Tuesday. 
The two sides, however, 
seemed no doser to a break- 
throu^ in the talks to halt 
fighting that began after the 
April 6 assassination of Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana. 

The RPF says that before it 
agrees to a ceasefire with the 
Hutu government army, the 
mass kilUngs of Tutsis must 
end and the Hutu militias 
must be disbanded. The 
government forces want an 
end to the fitting before 
they order the army to stop 
the militias’ killings. 

These issues were discus- 
sed at talks between RPF 
chief negotiator Colonel 
Frank Mugambage and gov- 
ernment Brigadier-General 
Marcel Gatsinzi Monday. 

A government aimy' officer 
is reported to have confinned 
to the U.N. that Gitarama, 
one-time seat of the interim 


goverument, was 90 per cent 
m the bands of the rebels. 


"There is fighting,” said 
Gen. Gstanzi cnrtly when he 
arrived for Tuesday's cease- 
fire talks. 

The romp government has 
fied (ntanma for the nortb- 
westem town of Gisenyi and 
^rpeais to have little com- 
munication with its army 
leaders in Kigali. 

RPF military diief Major- 
General Paul Kagame, mean- 
while, said he still wanted 
more territory but that he 
was doser to a “political 
'strategy” to end the war. 

"First in line is our military 
strategy, but we are doser to 
tiie political one,” he told 
reporters. 

Gitarama straddles the 
road to Kigali 40 kilometres 
to the northeast, so 
thousands of government sol- 
diers and the Hutu militias 
can only escape frcHn there 
on foot through the hills. 

The town is historically a 
Thtsi village which is of great 
importance to the rebels 'who 


are mainly of that clan. 

Qauestioned about the 
situation in Gitarama, Gen. 
Gatsina simply confirmed 
that "there is fighting over 
there.” 

Col. Mugambage, howev- 
er, said the town was "under 
total control” of the RPF. 

A U.N. military spokes- 
man said he had b^n told by 
the RPF officer that the Un- 
ited Nations could visit Gitar- 
ama, probably Thursday. 

The head of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) delegation in 
Kigali, Philippe Gaillard, 
said his hospital had not been 
shelled for 24 hours. Two 
shells fell in the hospital com- 
pound and five or six just 
outside, *uui iio-one was in- 
jured. 

The RPF said it is firing at 
heavy artillery set up by gov- 
ernment forces near the 
'ICRC quarters. But Mr. 
Gaillard said the regular 
anny headquarters had told 
him there were no heavy 
weapons within 400 metres of 
the ICRC. 

The RPF is slowly pressing 
its advantage in the city. It 
bombarded the southern 
Gikondo district and is 
advancing on the dty centre 
and the Residential Guards* 
barracks. 

In Nairobi, rebel radio re- 
ported Tuesday that RPF 
troops had found a mass 
grave in Gitarama. 

Radio Muhabura, moni- 
tored by the BBC, said RPF 
fighters had found an enor- 
mous hole in which many 
people had been buried. Hie 
radio gave no further details. 

Meanwhile South Africa 
has a “difficult problem” 
with a U.N. request that it 
supply 50 armoured person- 
nel carriers for use in Rwan- 
da, President Nelson Mande- 
la said Tuesday. 

In an interview from Tunis, 
where he attended the annual 
summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU), 
Mr. Mandela also told the 
private Radio 702 station 
-here that South Africa was 
not in a position to send a 
military Iotcc to the strife- 
tom central African country. 

He said the United Nations 
wanted to hire the armoured 
vehicles from South Africa 
but had asked that they be 
accompanied by the troops to 
drive them. 


EU, Ukraine sign partnership deal 


LUXEMBURG (AFP; — 
The European Umon signed 
a erouna-breakine Dart- 


wards a free market eco- 


a ground-breaking part- 
nership and cooperation 


agreement with Ukriune here 
Tuesday, but warned Kiev to 
close down its Chemobvl 
nuclear power plant as quick- 


ly as possible. 

The agreement, the first 
between the EU and a coun- 
try of the former Soviet Un- 


ion, was signed fcw Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk, 
EU foreign and European 
Affairs ministers, and the 
European Commission. 

Mr. Kravchuk asked for 
continuing EU support and 
warned that instaoility in 
Ukraine could threaten the 
whole of Europe. 

"U the ship of the Ukrai- 
nian state should pitch and 
roll, this could create poten- 
tial fire of instability in 
Europe,” he said. 

The accord gives Ukraine 
easier access to Western 
European markets, and 
offers the prospect of a free 
trade agreement after 1SI97 if 
Ukraine makes progress to- 


nomy. 

A gmilar ^reement with 
Russia is to be signed by EU 
leaders and Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin at an EU 
summit on the Greek island 
of Corfu Friday next week. 

Hie two pacts are key ele- 
ments of Western attempts to 
bolster economic reform in 
the former Soviet Union. 

The chairman of the EU 
council of ministers, 
Tbeodoros Pangalos of 
Greece, said ratification of 
the accord with Ukr^e was 
conditional on Kiev <Esnand- 
ing its nuclear arsenal under 
the Nuclear Non-Pto^era- 
tion Treaty. 

He deniM that the EU had 
also made implementation of 
the treaty conditional on 
Ukraine closins down its 


world's worst-ever nuclear 
aeddent happened in 1986 — 
if it could be promised help in 
finding alternative energy 
sources. 

Hie EU is to mobilise the 
G-7 group of leading indus- 
tiiali^ nations — meeting 
at a Naples summit next 


month — to h^ pay for the 
dose-down of Chernobyl and 


Ukraine closing down its 
Chemobvl nuclear power 
plant, althou^ diplomats in- 
sisted that the condition was 


implidt. 

Mr. Pangalos said Ukraine 
had agreed to shut the 
dangerous Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant — where the 


the building of three new 
nuclear power reactors. 

Part or the project involves 
jdadng a new sarcophasus 
. over me Chernobyl Nomoer 
4 reactor which ejqdoded in 
1976. Mr. Pangalos warned 
of apparent radio-active leak- 
a^ from the existing sar- 
cophagus. 

He stressed that other G-7 
countries should help shared 
me burden of paying for me 
Chernobyl cloto-^wn. This 
was a clear reference to the 
United States and Japan. 

The EU ministers urged 
Ukraine to seek new energy 
potides based on internation- 
al standards of nudear safe^, 
development of alternative 
energy sources such as coal. 


and me more economical use 
of ene^. 

An ^ offidal noted mat 
Ukraine consumed twice as 
much energy as France 
aimough its economy was a 
quarter the size. 

According to EU esti- 
mates. the cost of dosing 
down me Chernobyl plant 
and completing three new 
nuclear reactors to accept- 
able safety standards would 
be nearly S2 billion. 

In recent weeks Ukraine 
has raised its own estimate 
from $2 billion to S14 biUion 
in what diplomats here called 
an attempt to exploit the 
Chernobyl scare by toueezing 
as much aid as possible from 
the West. 

Mr. Kravchuk told me EU 
ministers that Ukraine 
urgently wanted to bre^ its 
energy dependence on Rus- 
sian oil and gas. 

Diplomats reported differ- 
ences among the EU coun- 


tries over a strategy for press- 
ing Ukraine to dose down 


me Chernobyl station, wim 
some ccHnplaining of the cost. 


Russia launches peacekeeping operation in Abkhazia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Vehsm Tuesday 
agreed to sendiDg up to 2,500 
Russian peacekeepers to the 
separatist west Grordm re- 
public of Abkhazia, Heputy 
Defence Minister Generm 
Georgi Kbondratyev said. 

Gen. Khemdratyev, Rus- 
sia's pointman on peacekeep- 
ing operations in me Com- 
monweairn of Independent 
States, was quoted by ITAR- 
TASS as saying he would 
travel to me Bla» Sea region 
later Hiesday to oversee the 
deployment of a fost detadi- 
ment based in me Transcau- 


rious estimates and forced 


250,000 Georman refugees 
out of me Musum enclave to 


casus. 

'Hie deputy defence minis- 
ter said that parliamentary 
approval was not needed to 
dispatch troops already based 
in the Transcaucasus even 
thou^ me upper house of 
rarliament or Federation 
Council voted against me de- 
ployment of Russian troops 
mere on June 2. 

Lawmakers argued that 
Russians should not have to 
risk their lives in Abkhazia, 


central parts of me Caucasus 
republic. 

^e peacekeeping plans 
stirred controversy as Rus- 
sian troops covertly backed 
Abkhazian separatists in me 
fighting mat lead to the fall of 
Abkhttoa’s main city Sukhu- 
mi despite a Russian-bro- 
kered ceasefire agreemenL 
Georgian nationalists note 
mat aimou^ the Russian 
troops are officially dispatch- 
ed to stop me fitting, meir 

R resence also underscores 
loscow’s abUity to ^ain a 
toehold in regions outside its 
borders. 


zia and me rest of Georgia. 

The deployment of addi- 
tional forces to Abkhatia 
wo^d have to be submitted 
to the Federation Council, 
Gen. Kbondratyev said, 
adding that Defence Minister 
General Rivel Grachev plan- 
ned to address lawmakers to 
win support for more troops 
on June 21. 


em Azerbaijan will continue 
to be used by Russia free of 
charge, under an accord 
readied by me Russian de- 
fence minister and me Azer- 
baijani president, Azer- 
baijani News Aeency, Turan, 
reTOrted Monefay. 

The radar station was set 


The peacekeeping opera- 
m was to be completed and 


tion was to be completed and 
in fill] operation by June 26, 
according to Gen. Khon- 
dratyev who said mat U.N. 
militaiy observers were to 


supervise the deployment. 

He added mat officers 
from Ukraine, Belarus aud 
Kazakhstan might join Rus- 
sian peacekeepers as obrer- 
vers. 

The 2,500 troops were to 
be recruited on a volunteer 
contract basis, Gen. Kbon- 
trayey said, adding mat an 
ad^onal two billion rubles 


Gen. Khondra^ev said 
mat a first team of Russians 


site of heavy fighting last year 
between separatist forces and 


between separatist forces and 
government troops. 

Georgia lost Abkhazia in 
Septemoer 1993 after 13 
months of fjghtine -that 
claimed between 3,(^ to 
10,000 lives according to va- 


would be dispatdied from be- 
tween Wednesday and Tues- 
day to dear mines in Abkha- 
zia and to set up three com- 
munications and operations 
headquarters in Sukhumi, in 
me town of Gali on me fron- 
tier between Abkhazia and 
Georgia, and in me west 
Georgian centre of Ziudidi. 

Three detadunent oTRus- 
sian troops were to take up- 
positions on Thursday 
through Sunday along a 4^' 
kilometre buffer zone 
bordering the Inguri River, 
the frontier between Abkha- 


up just over 10 years ago to 
detect intercontinental mis- 
siles. 

The Russian Defence 
Ministry will continue to use 
me radar station without 
paying Azerbaijan, TUran re- 
ported, dting the press ser- 
vice of me Aznbaijaiii De- 
fence Ministry. 

Ad “informed source” at 
me ministry was quot^ as 
saying, however, mat in ex- 


change for using this station, 
Moscow woula make “cer- 


Moscow would make “cer- 
tain concessions on other 


military questions.” No de- 
tails on either the concessions 


($1 million) from the De- 
fence Ministry was put aside 


fence Ministry was put aside 
to finance the spedal opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree 
last week authorising me 
peacekeramg operation but 
be stated that parliamentary 
approval was needed for it to 
go mrougfa. 

Meanwhile, the strategic 
Gabali radar station in north- 


or me military questions were 
given. 

The agreement was signed 
Saturday during Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev's 


visit to Baku, me capital of 
me Caucasian republic. 


me Caucasian republic. 

The ^osit had strained 
by PresideDt Geidar Aliyev’s 
rebuffal of Moscow's de- 
mands for 1,800 Russian 
troops to be deployed as 
peacekeepers. 
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‘.MARTINSVILLE, N.J. 
(AP) — Time has come for 
; Italy to jAay good soccer for 
' ■ 90 minutes, after showing 
-'samfries of its potential in 
recent warmnp match^. 

Coadi Arri^ Sacchi said 
.. Monday that Italy’s opening 
r . World Cup pame against ire- 
;-land will give dear indica> 
• tions on whetiier the “Asur- 
‘.ri” can produce a steady 
. :quali^ of piay and earn a top 


Sacchi says it is time 
to play good soccer 

\WoHdCupUSA important 

1 soccer for 1 thi^ poin 

sr showing in the toi 

lotential in L 

latches. ^ ^ 

Sacchi said B 


for thaL We must improve. 


>spot m the one-montfa com- The match with Ireiand will 


: . petition. 

Italy, whidi has won three 
titles in 1934, 1938 and 1982, 
;'is rated among the top con- 
; tenders in the upcoming edi- 
';tion. 

**The field will give us the 
. : answers. The game will say if 
' we can play at good levels 
. tfaron^iout if we succeed, we 
1 .'will earn victory (against Ire* 
;iand) and the beli^ that we 
can go far away in the World 
%Cup,” the Italian coach said 
- 'at the Pingry School, Italy’s 
training camp. 

Italy takes on Ireland at 
iGiants Stadium in East 
‘ Rutherford Saturday in its 
. first game of a preliminary 
round also including Norway 
and Mexico. 

Sacchi was critical of Italy’s 
recent unimpressive perform- 
ances agmnst Switzerland a^ 
Costa foca. 

Both games — in Rome 
before tiie team departiire for 
. the United States and in New 
• Haven, Coim. Saturday — 
ended with 1-0 wins, on goals 
, • by striker Giuseppie Signori. 
.However, the Italian team 
' play was dull in the first 45 
•minutes and the midfield 
often erratic. 

“The team certainly has 
some problems, the piay was 
•not of top quality. We can’t 
.be satisfied with 15-20 mi- 
' mites of go^ play per game 
and can't think to earn praise 


be a decisive test,” Sacdii 
said. 

The coach said he'll 
announce the lineup on the 
eve of Saturday’s match, thus 
avoiding to fuel controversies 
about the possible use of 
Daniele Massaro in jriace of 
Dino Bag^ — no relation 
with the team star-forward 
Roberto Ba^o. 

Massaro’s inclusion in the 
second half with Costa Rka 
noticeably improved Italy’s 
play and helped a more 
offensive attitude by Roberto 
Baggio and Signori. 

“Dino Baggio was side- 
lined (by knee cap surgery) 
this year and is paying for his 
long inactivity. I keep him hi 
great esteem. He is not y^ in 
peak form, but other (Italian) 
players are not in their best 
form, too,” the coach said. 

Massaro, a 33-year-oid 
veteran forward of AC 
Milan, scored a streak of 
decisive goals in league and 
diampions cup matches this 
year, helping Nfilan power- 
house to score an unpre- 
cedented double triumph in 
the same-season. 

Sacdii said Italian players 
were growing a “normal, 
positive pressure” for the 
game with Ireland. 

“Many of them have 
learned to stand it in interna- 
tional games with their dubs- 
... Certainly the Iridi players 


Reporters-security battle 
is under investigation 


DAtLAS, Texas (AFP) — 
'FIFA have ordered an ia- 
qiiury into a battle between 
Brazilian soccer reporters 
and security g^ds Sunday. 

“We are waiting for a full 
'report," FIFA spokesman 
Stefano Pucd said Monday. 

Post-match interviews de- 
, generated into a free-for-all 
between journalists and 
■guards after Brazil beat £1 
Salvador 4-0 in a World Cup 
warm-up match in Fresno, 
California. 

“It was waiting to talk to 
Branco when a guard grab- 
bed me by the elbow," said 
dobo television reporter 
Tlno Marcos. 

“I puU^ my elbow away 


Properties 
for sale : 

The Embaasy of the United 
slates (tf America, Amntu, 
Jordan, is offering for sale 
llw following Two pn^ 


» 1) The former U.S. Ambas- 
r sador residence pared No 
;; (20S2) hi Block No (33) with 
■ the baBdhigs and construc- 
I tioas thereon aitoated in 
I Jnbd Annnan between die 
; First and Second drde 

• opposite Al Italliyab A1 

• Idamidi. 

I. 2) The ftMiner Americu 
!■ Bir**"— y warAonse pared 
■; No. (38) block No. (11) with 
' the bnBdkags and consCrnc- 
IkHis thereon situated in 

• Jabal Amman seventh dr. 

' cie, near Al-Waha stores. 

Vacant possesdon of the 
pri^ierties is expected to be 
' pr^ided on or about An- 
, gyst 25.1994. 

twftw mation diont the 
lawperties and instnictions 
- for interested buyers may 
be obtained by delivering a 
of taitcrest to Mr. 

: jmrph Coansdm* 

itor Administration at the: 

' American Embassy, Am- 
man, Jordan not laler than 
July 5, 1994. 

AB letters of faderest must 
be sdNiHtted by and in tbe 
of tbe bidders them- 

selves or their legaltyantho- ' 
ffmd lep r ese n toti v eg - (if s 
thsy are a rcglslered l^d ' 
^ty). Proof of agency Boy . 
he required from any aged • 
m* any time. 

The U.S Embassy wBI not 
pay tiny ^des, commis- 
sions or expenses to real 
estate age^ brokers of 
middleiiien of any sort or 
to aiv persons whoever, 
tfiey may be. 


.asd then be punched me in 
the stomach. Suddenly 
dozens of my colleagues 
started kicking the guard 
from behind." 

Security men and police 
officers called in to guard tbe 
dressing room door said thev 
had been given orders not to 
allow any interviews. 

However the Brazilian 
journaiists said the ban did 
not extend to interviews out- 
side the dressing room. 

“There are always prob- 
lems at the begi nnin g of any 
World Cup,” Pucci added. 

It was Brazil's last warm- 
up before their opening 
match in San Francisco on 
June 20 against Russia. 
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are tense, too. It’s a v^ 
important game, awarding 
thriee points and a good start 
in the tournament,” Sac^ 
said. 

Newly-enforced World 
Cup rules provide three 
points for each victory, and 
one for a draw, in prelimin- 
ary rounds. 

Sacdii sdd be hoped tiiat 
the new system *^vo^ force 
all teams to play for a win, 
rather than for a draw.” 

“Ireland is a team vrith a 
great fitting S|»rit, whidi 
greatly improved in the last- 
four years, after readimg tbe 
quarterfinals in Italy (in the 
1990 World Cup). It’s a real- 
ity in world soccer and is 
extremely dangerous for its 
aggressive play. 

“They like Irag passes and 
headers. We most not accept 
to play Irish style, we must 
impose the Itdian way of 
quick, dioit passes for over- 
coming a tcragh Of^nent,” 
Sacchi explain^. 

AC Milan’s key defender 
Paolo MalcGni, did not 
play against Costa Rica fol- 
lov^g a pulled ri^t tfai^ 
rnnsde, was likely to resume 
full-time training Wednesday 
and be fit for Satnitiay’s 
match. 

Roberto Baggio, the 1993 
world best player, still was 
nursing a li^t right acbilles 
tendon inflammation but 
team doctors said be was 
improring day riter day. 

Goalie Giariluca Pagliuca, 
who may transfer from Sarap- 
doria to Internazionale of 
hGlan soon after tbe World 
Cup, said be was happy widi 
the lack of fens presure in 
U.S. training sites. 

“Many Americans dearly 
do not luMw us.. .But this is a 
good condition for preparing 
for the cup. 1 like it,” Pag- 
liuca said. 


Reclusive 
Russians 
prepare 
for Brazil 


SANTA CRUZ, California 
(AFP) — Russia axe • keep- 
ing a low profile as their 1994 
World Cup opener against 
fevourites Brazil approaches. 

Security was ti^t around 
the Chaminacle Conference 
Centre vhere tbe Russians 
are staying, the training ses- 
sions at C^brillo College are 
closed to fens and in«lia. 

“We want peace and 
cpiiet,” said team administra- 
tor raidta Smonyan. “We 
don’t want reporters or fens 
bothering us while we pre- 
pare for this important open- 
ing match.” 

Russia is playing in the 
World Cup for the first time, 
though Rusaans were tiie 
badebone of the old Soviet 
Union sides. 

Their hopes were dimmed 
slightly by a players’ revolt 
against manager Pavel Sadyr- 
in, tberagh in feet only ^r of 
tbe original 15 rebels re- 
turned to Join the World Cup 
squad. 

Despite their tough §xnip, 
which also includes Came- 
roon and Sweden, the Rus- 
sians are caatiously optimis- 
tic. 

The matdi a gainst Brazil, 
m San Frandsco June 20, will 
be key, and Simonayan said 
his team may benefit from 
tbe pressure placed on the 
South Americans. 

“First matches are always 
very tou^ to play and some 
outsiders have beaten 
fevourites in the past,” he 
said. 

“No one should underesti- 
mate us,” said forward Sergei 
Yuran. “We can manage at 
least a draw against Brazil.” 



FIFA denies water 
claims of Irish team 


NEW YORK (AP^ — FIFA 
Monday denied daims by tbe 
Irish national team that play^ 
ers would not be allowro to 
drink water during Worid 
Cup ^mes, saying tbe res- 
trictions only includro requir- 
ing players to come to tbe 
si&lines for iL 

“FIFA encourages players 
to drink, but tiiey can't do it 
in the middle field,” FIFA 
spokesman Guido Tognoni 
said from Dallas. “We don’t 
want bottles thrown on tbe 
field.” 

British newspapers quoted 
Irish team ofSdak as saying 
FIFA was banning aU drink- 
ing during games. 

“Unless FIFA lift this wa- 
ter ban, there could be a 
fetality at this World Cop,’ 
Michael Walsh, chief medicri 
officer for Ireland’s football 
assodatioD, was quoted as 
saying. 

“When players lose 4 per 
cent of their body wei^t, 
which is about 8 pounds {3.5 
kilogramme), they quiddy 
get enunps, beceme diz^ 
and disoriented. If water is 
not bron^t to them very 
quickly, it could become 


sopiet htog serious. We requests,” Tognoin said. “I 
have made another repre- don't know, maybe som^ 
sentation to FIFA for this thing happened in prep 
ruling to be changed.” * games in Canada. 

But Tognoni was incredu- “Hicy (Ireland) know tte- 
loos that die Irish team came already. If they Imveprcmiem 
up with their particular inter- the^ can call FIFA. MeaiH ' 
pretation of tbe regnla^, whue, they have an e^p^ 
particularly since die regula- enoed WMd Cup team." 
tion is undianged from the Toenom said 
1990 world m laly. 

“1 h ave rro .to to Squipramt they 
c™ ft™ he S tte field - i 

Insh. exdmhiM^ CW ^r bottles. The 
ton, were at (FIFA s) New „ . 

YoA^ritshop (in ^eb^ 
ary). We even sent a circular 
le^r telling them to drink.” 

FIFA ctSdneted a week- 
k>^ workshop in New York 
STaU 24 tea!™ playing the 
Woild Cup, expiaining op- 
orations, inciSding new "»<»*«■ 

thin gs such as the “mixed “Whatever h 
zone” interview areas for field is provided 

playets and coadies. Bags m goalki 

“Tbe field is to play, not to ers, bags for n 

drink. The field is not a bar,” ment.” 

Tognoni said. “Also there is Tognoni sail 
a certain danger dirow- been no effnt oi 

ing^the bottles.” to contact Irda 

^^e issue has caused quite die issue. 
a s tir, sparking calls to “I dunk they 
FIFA’s W^d Cup headquar- undexstar^" b 

ters. wonid be cra^ 

“We have received several diem drink." 


Tognoni said FIFA sup- 
plies alt teams witii any 
equipment they need to take 
on the field — indudii^ wa- 
ter botdes. Hie reason s diat 
FIFA wants to avoid ai^ 
rmoffidal advertising. 

“Every team receives 20 
bottles,” Tognoni said. 
“They only have FIFA 
emblem, diafs not new for 
teams, teams knew this fi» 


“Whatever is carried on 
field is provided for by FIFA: 
Bags iof goalkeepers, ooi^ 
os, bags for medical treat- 
ment.” 

Tognoni said tte re has 
been no efient on FIFA’s 
to contact Irdand to tiarify 
die issoe. 

“I dunk they (Ixdand) do 
undexstar^" be said. “We 
wonid be cmy not to let 
diem drink." 


World Cup on course to turn a profit 


Spike Lee 
adopts 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — langua^. If you set out to of advertising operations. istered soccer players in the 

Widi $750 million in revenue match a global brand with a Both Mastercard and Unit^ States and their femi- t v » . « 

guaranteed, sponsorship global qxirt, there is no bet- McDonald’s will broadcast lies, a market estimated to be I M Q O TT11 

deals have met half of the terdioice,”saxda^kestnan ^obal television cmnmercials b^een 40 and 50 million. 


deals have met half of the 
1994 World Cup budget of 
$1.5 bQlion. 

“We have already met oar 
objectives,” World Cup 
spokesman Jedm Gri^ said. 

He estimated the Cup, 
which starts June 17 in nine 
cities across America, would 
realise a surplus of ^ mil- 
lion. 

To make the most of its 
sources of revene, the orga- 
nising coixmiittee instituted 
several levels of sponsortiiip. 

Eleven multinational cor- 
portions paid between $10 
and $20 million to join the 
elite group of official spon- 
sors. FIFA, football’s gov- 
erning body, will pocket all 
the revenues from this cati%- 
ory. 

Sponsors are counting on a 
cumulative audience of 32 
billion for the 52 matches 
althou^ their main target is 
the non-U.S. maricet. 

“Soccer is tbe universal 


ter dioice,” said a ^kesman 
for Gillette, winch has the 
longest history of World Cup 
sponsorship among U.S. 
companies. 

Coca-Cola, a Worid Cnp 
sponsor since ' 1978, is also 
focn^ng its fnomotions on 
the non-Ameiican markeL 

G^ Hart, Coke’s vice 
presidCTt in drarge of inter- 
national sports marketing, 
admitted they were not pri- 
marily attracted because the 
competition was taking place 
in the United States. 

“We bought into it because 
it is such a magnificent global 
event,” said. 

The credit card comp>any 
Mastercard wiD spend about 
$75 million on sponsorship 
and advertidng during the 
toumanrent. 

“We have targeted the 
Worid Cup as a platform to 
help 05 l^d brand aware- 
ness iotemationally," said 
Mava HefSer, vice president 


— using die same ads on 
every continent. 

General Motors plan to 
dxfterentiate their adwrtising 
messa^ matdx, using the 
advertising boards that sur- 
round the pitdi. 

During mabte of interest 
in Enirm and South East 
Asia, (jM will advertise 
Opel. For games involving 
Latin American teams GM 
will plug CbevToleL 

Ei^ firms are “marketing 
partners." They pmd $7 mil- 
lion each for tlk right to use 
the World Cnp logo. These 
companies are focusing main- 
ly on the U.S. market, but 
tiiey also hope to raise their 
profiles overseas. 

All revenues from this 
category go to Worid Cup 
USA. 

Tbe eight manufecturers of 
“official products" paid $2.5 
millioD apece and they are 
targeting tbe 16 million reg- 


between 40 and 50 million. ^ 

There axe IS eqinpment T -f^fTC 
suppliers, trim furnish tbe -L^lv/lXo 
organising committee with $1 
million worth of goods and ANGEl 

services in exchange for (aFP) — ^ / 
advotising^. Spil 

The “regioiKil partnra,' 

banks and oomp^ tto ac,hastuin« 
operate locally m the United «n<r u 
S^es,|^ 1^,000 ea^ for spe^^M 
advertising rights at the va-. in 

rious sites. t •• whe 

anto in bS 

bought tiie to manufec- 
hue “related products” such ^ik vjKnnk 
as T-shirts, key chains and wthafl Asso 
video cassettes beaimg piayoffe, host 
official logo. Sales of swh gnamaany-sti 
ite^ are expected to reaA Cameroon E 
$400 million. ■ eaqiected to • 

Revenues trwj^the last SST$50,000. 
fourrat^^wiDte^^ BwtLeesai 
equal y^ FIFA and World Uadt Ids im 

Cup USA. the scenes su 

The oisfflnsnw wmmjtta ..j 
have also siened a $100 mu- * 1 ^. 


LOS ANGELES, Cafifomia 
(AFP) — ^ American film- 
maker Spike Lee, long 
known as a basketiiall fena- 
tic, has tamed soccer siqipor- 
ter for tiie Wwld Cnp, with 
^leeial affection for tiie Afri- 
can teams in tiie finals. 

Lee, whose courtside 
antics <Mi behalf of the New 
Ycuk ' kniite have enlivened 
this seastm’s Natkmal Bas- 
ketbafl Association (NBA) 
playofEs, hosted a benefitfor 
finandally-strapped finalists 
Cameroon Frid^ tiiat was f 
esqiected to • generate more 
than $50,000. 

. But Lm said he wonid not 
limit his mterest to behind 
the scenes sapp o iL 

“I definitely want to make 
the BiazU-CamerocHi game,” 


bon broadc^globaUy during, ^ don’t tfaink^^ 


the competition. 


FIFA President Joao 
Havelange wins World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Joao Have- 
lange has saved his job as 
be^ of world football and 
written off the threat from 
Olympic soccer by turning 
the 1998 finals in France into 
a 32-team tournament. 

By promising Asian, Afri- 
can and Caribbean countries 
more places in the World 
Cup he pulled together 
enough votes to dissuade 
possible rivals from running 
at tiie FIFA elections in two 
weeks’ time. 

And by making the Worid 
Cup twice as big as the Olym- 
pic soccer tournament he en- 
sured that his competition 
would stay as tbe premier 
spoTtinp occasion. Even if 
(Olympic chief Juan-Antonio 
■ Samaranch finally forced him 
to let the world’s best players 
compete in the games. 

It was an old trick. Jean 
Marie Faustin Godefroid 
Havelange got himself 
elected in the first place in 
1974 when he deposed Sir 
Stanley Rous by promising a 
bigger World Qip. He fulfil- 
led his promise in 1982 by 
increasing the competition in 
Spain from 16 to 24 teams. 

The 78-year-old former 
Olympic swimmer and water- 


poio player had uielded un- 
disputed power in deciding 
bow and where football was 
played since 1974. 

But cracks started to 
appear in the facade when 
the European football un- 
ion’s 6S-year-old Swedish 
preadent Leimart Johansson 
hint ed he might stand in the 
FIFA elections. 

> Havelange appeared to be 
losing his grip when he ciadc- 
balled Pele from the Worid 
Cup extravaganza in Las 
Vegas last November when 
the draw for this year’s fin^ 
was made. 

The FIFA chief was furious 
tbe world’s best-known j^y- 
er should ignore his warnings 
and sue his son-in-law, Brazi- 
lian soccer confederation 
chief Ricardo Teixeira, for 
graft. 

Pele and Argentina’s way- 
ward star Diego Maradona 
are probably tiie only two 
soccer stars American sports 
fens know. 

Alan Rothenberg, presi- 
dent of the U.S. Soccer Fed- 
eration and the USA 94 orga- 
nising committee, tried in 
vain to get Pele on the Con- 
vention Centre stage. 

Pele and Havelange later 
shook hands in public in Tri- 
niifed and agreed to forget 


their differences. 

Havelange was in Trinidad 
making sure be got the vote 
of C^NCACAF President 
Jack Warner when the FIFA 
president’s job came up for 
election. 

Warner gave Havelange 
his backing on condition the 
Caribbean and North Amer- 
ican countries got an extra 
place in the 1998 World Cup. 

Trips to Kuala Lumpur and 
Tunis, where extra places 
were exchanged for plages 
of support, secured tbe Asmn 
and African bloc votes. 

The European challenge 
caved in and suddenly every- 
body was b^py to allow 
Havelange run for a rixtii 
term wfai^ will enable him to 
•retire in 1998 when, coin- 
cidentally, Johansson’s 
UEFA post expires. 

However, those eidt extra 
places at the World Cup 
ty are already causing strae. 

The Europeans, who 
already have 13 finalists, 
have suggested Africa, Asia 
and CONCACAF go from 
two to three each, Oceania 
gets a guaranteed place and 
South America four. 

They also suggest the hosts 
but not the holders qualify 
automatically and that tbe 
four remaining places go to 



tbe continent(s) whose teams 
fill the four semi-final slots in 
this year’s tournament. 

If the past two World Cups 
are anything to go by, 
Europe should get tmue ex- 
tra places and South America 
one more. 

B ut if Havelange could get 
FIFA to accept the United 
States as a plausible World 
Cup host, then deciding iriio 
sIk^ be invited to the next 
party should be w^l within 
his powers. 


This Summer 

Don't Miss the English Train !!! 

MES cultural center 
under the supervision of the 

A.U.B. 

American Universifyr of scfrai 
Gladly Presents The English Language Program for 
Summer 1994: 

- Juniors? English Summer Camp (ages 6-12). 

- English Summer Express (ages 13-18). 

- Speetpuns: Intensive General English'Program for 
Adults. 

- Conversation Courses. 

- TOEFL Prepartion Course. 


Tel 830638, Fax 831674 






L'\toa.g,e 

Studio & Photo Finishing Laboratory 
Gardens Street (Wasfi Tall St.) Tel 693939 

BnOdiiigNo. 137 

Welcome you to visit our premises and enjoy our 
excellent photographic studios, and highly 
advanced photo finishing technology, with the best 
quality and competitive prices. . 


allow me to be dose to tiie 
fi^, rt^ different than wttii 
dm Ernds." 

Lee, whose films xnchide 
the radaDy diarged “Do the 
Right “Jangle Fev- 

er” and *11111^' X," said be 
hoped tiie U.S. black, com- 
.mnnrly wonid back Came- 
roon and tbe other African 

finalists. 

“I*m trying to get the 
'AMcan-Ameiican commnn- 
ify bdnnd African teams,” he 
“Fve seen tiie way th e. 
Italian and hish oommunities 
have embraced their teams. 
Fve seen 2y&X> fens at tiie 
airpart to greet tiie Italian 

team," he said. 

Mi^ has been made of tbe 
oontribntions of gthnir com- 
munities to football in the 
United States, but Lee said 
most black Americans were 
relative newcomers to the 
game. 

“I hope this brings aware- 
ness.” he said. “Soccer is the 
world’s most po pular sport. 
It's an opportunity to get 

: rntrodoGed.” - 

• said the sports heroes 
of his youth were basketball 
ra]«rs like Karemn Abdni 
Jrobu, Julios Erving and 
Magic Johnson, white the 
feate of Pete were unknown 
to mm. 

‘That ugly 

American 

sport’ 

P^CETON, NJ.(aP)_ 
ilo™ Europeans 

JfSf^Egfl Olsen S 
Of OM game he has devoted 
^ hfe to as ‘YootbaU^ So 
what would he caiiAtL ■ ^ 
football? . 

the «*a^’****^ SOne tO 

of tile Worl?o? 

SSTiSF'FW 


was th^ '-’iscn. 

it? “TTi-v 






%■ 



Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 19»4 11 




i "a-Tj, 

:V-:':4^«s 

. . ‘-a=s kaet ^ v» 

- ^or.-js^«S5 6» 

^fieVriig, • 

£i’i lb 

■; W ’ 

,.a,,VV-nRFAW 

ii ■*( 

^ “ki 

3 ike Lee 
iopts 
^domitable 
sons 

5 ASGELrS. Caliionu 
'• • ~ Aratricaa fib- 
fc27 Sci^e Lee, loij 
-T5 AS i baiksiM ^ 
^ X rur'ed sxcsr suppor- 
; ^ : '.■■■.• 'A'orli Cup. vn 
r.i. cT'erJcn forieAio- 

'■U.T'.s ,? as finak. 

iz 'An:.$e coumidc 
ii*- c^. r^:.al: of tbeNw 
'?k K:::t: hive enliveud 
■^Mi r.''. Nations] Bs- 
''3: .Assxason (NBAj 
) :rv ::v.siab3nefiim 
ir.ij'.a.'A-sL’ipped finsfc 
zf7:<T Fnaij Uiai ra 
‘.■“e: !i' jfMraie nw 
• 55 . ji;. 

L: Lee jiJC M uonldnB 
,: .r.:s:tt: lo betni! 

...rpon, 

; iifl-tei' *i3i 10 BOB 

. virl-Cir.erMa sactt.’ 
..L-' ■; J::.':'.hickt£!ffl 
-1 r? :: :s 
.'; .' i,“e:4:'. liian "iik 

f*"' .*ti ’ . . 

-- •-.".■se Siss 
rV. .. . i "Do ^ 
,,'•''■^.12' ‘Juaak F*^' 

-.r I S r;aA“^ 

-ry _-aer 


riiic^ 


: ,.j -fc.' ^"^piNTjje ^ 

■^V. ■■-■''/.b.fc * 

r*» * 




■That 

' V 


b - 


'a*^: . 




.r nyj ^ J,« ' 

i-T-' 

. . .••- ‘ • . _. tO .y 




....,- >hi^' 

m-tf- 


-*y 


UA- 


j>-.: 


■ i:J > 

-r ^1', 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Curry’s medals to be auctioned 

LOI^ON (AP) — The three gold medals won by the late 
Bnn&h figure skater John Curry in 1976 will be sold at 
Someby s auction bouse next month to raise money for his 
wndow^ mother. The medals, from the European efaam- 
pion^ps, Olympic games and world championships, were 
ronsigned to auction by Curry t^fore his death from an 
AIDS related illness April 15. The proceeds from the sale, 
to be estimated around £10,000 ($15,000), will be used 
“according to Curry’s wish n^cb was to benefit his family 
and in |»rtiralar his widowed mother,** a statement from 
^theby’s said. ’’John tost a terrible amount of mcmey,** 
70-year-old Ruth Curry told the DaUy MaO. “We had no 
sa^ngs, no investments.** Curry, 44, was the first Briton to 
win an Olympic figure skating title. 

Walker rejoins Celtic 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AFP) — Andy Walker rejoined 
Celtic here Monday, just two years after quilting the club 
to join Bolton in England. The 29-year-oio striker signed a 
three-year contract at Parkhead. The fee has yet to be 
decided between the clubs. Walker, an FA Cup hero for 
Bolton over the two seasons, is currently out of 
contract. Walker said: “I have l^en back to see Celtic jriay 
a few times but I did not think I would be back as a player. 
It has always been the club dosest to my heart and I always 
looked for their result. My plan would be to be part of a 
Celtic side that is back winning trophies and leagues sorni.** 
Tottenham defender Cob'n Caiderwood has al<m> arrived at 
Celtic. Park for transfer talks with Macari. 

Holyfieid ‘better’ after healing session 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The three-koockdown rule 
app^ntly was not in effea for Evander Holyfieid during a 
Christian healing session. In feet, Holyfieid fdt so good 
after the service that be is considering a remni to Ixrang. 
Holyfieid dropped to a stage three tunes Friday night and 
prodaimed himself ready to resume his career. The frrnner 
heavyweight diampion, who retired in April b^use of 
■what doctors call a stiff heart, said be had “a warm feeling** 
go through his diest after fai^ beaier Benny Hinn touched 
b^. “I was searching for a reason to come back, but the 
ri^t reason," Holyfieid said. “I know I can go back and 
win, but win for the Lord. Pm healed.** 

Jaskula out of Tour de France 

PARIS (AFP) — Polish rider Zenon Jaskula, third in the 
Tom' de France last year, will not taif<» part in tl^ year’s 
race after the team line-up was announced Tuesday, 
Twenty-one teams and 189 rideis will be at the start July 2 
at Lille — but Jasku!a*s Monaco-based team Jolly were not 
included in the starters. Tour director Jean-Maris LebliuM 
said: “We regret losing hhn but be and his team have do» 
nothing this year to justify takingpart." Jaskula friil^ tq 
finish both ±e Tour of Spain and lour of Italy feis season. 
The best represented conntry is Italy until e^t teams, 
followed by France's four entrants anid three ^m ^>ain. 

lAAF axes indoor walk races 

PARIS (AFP) Indoor race walking has been axed by the 
International Amateur Athletics Federation (lAAF), it 
was aonounced Tiiesday. A meeting of the lAAF oonndl at 
Monaco led to the de^on, which out that indoor 
Walknig'- had little public- support. The meeting also 
rubber-stamped dedaons th^ the 1998 World Cup would 
be staged in Johannerfwirg, with Cape Town hosting the 
19S4 World Cross Country Championships. 

Courier, Stich advance in straighteet victories at Halle 

HALLE, Germany (AP) Jim Courier and Michael Stidi 
marched to easy victories Monday in first ronod matches at 
the Halle Grand Prix — a tournament that serves as a final 
tuneop before Wimbledon. Stich, the 1991 Vl^blajkjo 
diampion and top seed, needed only one break in eadi set 
to oust Venezuela’s Nicolas Pereira 6-3, 64 in just 73 
minutes. Courier, seeded third, downed Rodolpbe Gilbeit 
of Bance, 6-4, 6-4. Fourth-seeded Cedric PfoKne of France 
and No. S Marc Rosset of Switzeriand also won easily, 
while No. 6 Yevgeny Kafelnkov of Rusaa stmg^ed past 
France’s Oliver Delaitre 7-6 (7-4), 3-6, 6-3. 

Boli set for Glasgow Rangers 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Olympique Marseille defender 
Basile Boli is set lo sign for Glasrow Rangers, it was 
revealed here Tuesday. Marseille said their Frendi interna- 
tional was contacted ^ the Scottish diampions Monday and 
is expected to fly to Glasgpw for a medial before 
Rangers are reported to have offered £2.7 million 
million) for Boli, who headed the only goal in Marseille’s 
European Cup win over AC Milan last year. Lazio, the other 
contender for Boli’s signature, have been hesitating over 
whether to go ahead with die transfer. 
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horta waa a distmet overbid. But 
tbai, who ore we to qoatrri with 


Opeoiog lead: Two of 7 
Ib the ■"""■* Letwnu Ae 
two BritiA Hoosee of PariiBiiieat, 
the CoBBioDS beat the Loida to nar- 
row the grp to 10-9 in Civor of the 
laBer. Hw event was originated by 
the late Risi Madras, bridge corre- 
spondent br TAe Guerdimt, and ie 
^ ^KHiiored in part by that p^MT. 
'Hie award for the beet-played band 
won CO the Duke of AAoD for this . 
eflbrt. 


West led a tn uy to Beot^ aee 
and a trunp waa ratnmecL Dedarar 
drew one — tii,^ 

enemy fuga. Faced wiA an abnoat 
fiOK Inter, Ae aoeccat of 

the e o ntract on the 

spade loam ‘to one. 

Dedarct eaabed tbe king and ace 
of duba, tr ie d the diaBond S- 
nem. That lom and Bam returned 
the jack of duba, ibidng dedarar to 
ruff 

Hk moment of tiuA had arrived. 
However, dedeier had learned 
■oniFthitti fiom the play. Beet had 
already iBown op wiA Ae ace of 
hearta, Ae king of and 

jaA doba. WiA the aee of 9 adm 
ae w^ East might have co nd dared 
e n terin g the Wddin^ b any event, 
dederer electrd to ^ 

■cee, eo led a qiade b the ki^ and 
contract rolled tumia ironiea^, 
aittiu Bart waa Dr. Lewie Mooie, 
. ankff bom Scetiend. edw last ymr 
mm the Bem-Played Hand award 


Mansell 
mystery 
goes on 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Nigel Mansell mystery 
deepened Monday after 
Wiliiams-Renault denied 
they were about to meet the 
former Formula One world 
champion for secret talks. 

Mainsell, who quit Williams 
after winning the 1992 crown 
and defected to Indy Car 
racing, is currently in Eng- 
land and has been linked with 
a return to the team following 
the death of Ayrton Senna at 
Imola last month. But Wil- 
liams Renault spokesman 
Ann Bradshaw said: “At this 
moment. Nigel Mansell has 
nothing arranged with 
Wiliiams-Renault and we 
have no details about his 
trip.'* 

Mansell, who won the Indy 
car crown last year in his 
debut season, is reportedly in 
England for family reasons 
but speculation has been 
oiowing he would contact 
Wiliiams-Renault at their 
Didcot headquarters near 
Oxford for negotiations. 



Judges No shortened prison 
sentence for Mike Tyson 

i 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) A 
Jndge Monday refused to free 
former heavyweight cham- 
|Mon Mike Tyson, turning 
aside som)orters* arguments 
^t be hiu grown up since 
bei^ iinpristM^ for tiie rape 
of a teen-age beauty pageant 
emttstant. 

Tvson. who refuses to 
apologise or admit he com- 
nutted a crime, appeared in 
superior court to ask ju<^ 
Patricia J. Gifford tiiat his 
six-year sentence be reduced 
to tile 26 months he has 
already served. 

With time off for gof^ 
behaviour, Tyson now is 
st^crioled to released in 
May 1995. The Indiana and 
U.S. supreme courts have re- 
fused to hear his appeals. 

Gifford said Tyson failed 
to meet the legal requirement 
of oompletuig an education 
programme of a vocational 
programme. 

Tyson was imprisoned af- 
ter he was convicted of raping 
teen-age beauty pageant con- 
testant Desiree Washington 
in tris hotel room in 1991. 

Three wintesses testified 
Monday that he has im- 
pro^ his attitude and be- 
come interested in self- 
improvement since entering 
prison. 

Under cross examination 
by deputy prosecutor Mark 
Sullivan, hwever, each of 
the three said they had never 
he^ Tyson admit in rafNng 
Washin^on. He has con- 
tended all along that their 
s«c^ encounter was consen- 
sual. 

In ber ruling, tbe judge 
said she behev^ Tyson has 
begun a rehabilitation. But 
she sud tile wanted him to 
acknowledge that bis “con- 
duct without even admitting 


guih was inexaisabie, and I 
have not heard that." 

Before Gifford’s ruling, 
Tyson admitted he behav^ 
rudely toward Washington 
and used “bad judgment.** 

Asked by Siillivafl if be 
would now admit to rape, 
Tyson replied, “No, not at 
all. 1 don’t take any responsi- 
bility for raping anyone. I 
have done no criminal con- 
duct.... 1 committed no 
crime. I never violated any- 
one's chastity.” 

“I believe I’m innocent of 
this charge and I oon'i have 
any reason to apologise,** be 
said. 

Tyson accepted the ded- 
.sion with apparent resigna- 
tioo. He had his arms on the 
defence table, resting bis 
head on his hands, when the 
decision was announced, and 
he remained motionless. 

A few moments later, de- 
puties led him from the cour- 
troom for the trip back to 
prison. 

Although Tyson failed a 
high school equivalent exam 
in March, he has continued 
taking courses and plans to 
retake the e.xam later this 
month. A passing grade 
could qualify him for a six- 
month sentence reduction. 

One of Tyson's wioiesses 
Monday was Evan Ph«nster, 
a unit manager who supu*- 
vised about 500 inmates at 
the Indiana Youth Centre. 
He testified Tyson had made 
a great deal of progress since 
he was sent to prison in 1992. 

**His attitude and de- 
meanor are much better,” 
niemiter said. He said Tyson 
had been withdrawn but later 
his attitude began "more up- 
beat.” 

Phemster testified that 
yrhen Tyson learned he had 


% 



Mike TystNi 


failed the exam, he “men- 
tioned ihai he was gping to 
have to work harder. He was 
not sullen. He was not bitter. 
'I was impressed with the way 
took the news.** 

Camille Ewald, who had 
been Tyson’s guardian and 
has visited him several times 
in prison, said she still be- 
lieves Tyson is innocent but 
that prison has been good for 
him “because it has helped 
him to grow up.** 

“He’s interested in study- 


ing, he’s interested in bocdcs. 
He’s interested in making 
something of his life once he 
gets out,^ she said. 

Mohammad Siddeeq, who 
has tutored Tyson in prison, 
said, “I see growing m Mr. 
Tyson and a sincere desire 
and love for knowledge.** 

Sports Illustrates bad re- 
ported its June 13 issue that 
Tyson’s lawyers bad cut a 
deal for bis early release that 
include a cash settlement 
with Ms. Washington. 


AN EXCELLENT CAR FOR SALE 

RENAULT 5 GT Turbo, 1989 model, 5 
speed gearbox, cxjlour light navy, alloy 
wheels, expensive compact disc, Sony 
radio + cassette, Kenwood speakers, 
excellent alarm. Taxed and insured fully 
comprehensive until 25/6/95. Very good 
value for this little Ferrari. 

Call 664 839 
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FOR REMS 

Deluxe apartment for rent 
Great and secure location, behind the U.S. Embas- 
sy, Abdoun. 

F6r Information call Rushdl any time, 
Tel. 862944 


DEUIXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, hwo salons, two bathrooms, modem, 
deluxe furniture. Ground floor with own garden. Queen 
Zein A! Sharaf St., close to the American Embassy. 

For more information, please call 687985 


NOUBANl A« CARGO 

Import — Export 



5DI 

airfreight and packing, 

incoming and outgoing shipments. Contact us 
for any services you may need. 

Tel. No. 692175 


a I//5 rentacar 
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UNFURNISHED VILLA WANTED 

The villa should have 3 or 4 bednxvns. at least three very big 
halls, good for receptions, a suitable garage, a garden, etc... ITie 
locabon is to be between 4th and 5th Circles. Jabal Amman, 
Um-Uthaina, Abdoun. or Sweifiyeh. 

P l o a so contact tel^hone 671526/30 
every day exc^ Friday, 

from 6M bjil to 1510 pjn„ and from 2:00 pan. to 4:30 pjn. 


Weil-furnished, two-bedroom flat vrith sitting and 
living room, large terrace with nice view, central 
heating, JO 250 monthly. Jabal Luweibdeh, beside 
Terra S^ta College. 

Tel. 639877 


Wimbledon shuffles 
‘men’s seeds 


WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — Andre Agassi and 
Todd Martin were tbe main 
beneficiaries Monday when 
the seedings were announced 
for Wimbledon. 

Agassi, champion two 
years ago. was seeded no. 
12 five places above his 
world rankings. The flam- 
boyant Amencan has drofH 
ped in the rankings due to a 
long layoff at the stan of the 
year following wrist surury. 

Martin, who beat Pete 
Sampras Sunday in tbe final 
of the Queen’s Qub louma- 
ment. was rewarded with the 
no. 6 seeding, three spots 
above his world ranking. 

As expected, defending 
diampions Sampras and Ste^ 
fi Graf were named the top 
seeds for the tournament, 
which starts next Monday. 

But, while Wimbledon 
offidals stayed with the world 
rankins for all 16 women's 
seeds, they departed from the 
men's list to Moefit players 
such as Agj^i, Martin, Boris 
Becker, Jim Courier and 
Goran Ivanisevic at the ex- 
pense of higher-ranked day 
coun spedusts. 

Wimbledon is the only one 


of the four Grand Slam 
tournaments which reserves 
the right to deviate from the 
world rankings in the seed- 
ings. The changes are de- 
signed mainly to take into 
consideration a players’ re- 
cord on grass. 

The top three men's seeds 
went according to the rank- 
ings, Sampras. Michael Stich 
and Stefan Edberg. But from 
then on, the seedings varied. 

Three time Wimbledon 
champion Becker's proven 
g^s-court prowess earned 
him the no. 7 seed, though he 
is ranked 10th. 

Courier, runner-up at 
Wimbledon last year, was 
seeded fifth, two places 
above his rankizm. Ivanisevic, 
niner-up in 1992, was seeded 
one spot ahead of his ranking 
at no. 4. 

Three players who are not 
ranked in the top 16 were 
seeded, Switzerland's Marc 
Rosset (14). Russian rensa- 
tion Yevgeny Kafelnikov (15) 
and Frenchman Arnald 
Boetsch (16). 

Clay-couTt specialists with 
little success on grass were 
demoted in the seedings. 


Sydney Olympic 
chief says no 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney’s 
Olympic preparations suf- 
feiu a seAaek here Tuesday 
after the man chosen to head 
tbe event puDed out at tbe 
last minute. 

.Organising committee 
president Gary Pemberton, 
expected to reveal who had 
bMD chosen as the 2(X)0 
'Games chief executive, in- 
stead revealed the hitch, 
adding he suspected the sal- 
ary on offer was too low, 

Pemberton said $295,000 
was probably not enough to 
attract top^libre candi- 
dates. 

- He revealed the chosen 
man had withdrawn “in 
fevour of an alteinative off^ 
from his current employer.** 

Pemberton, chaiiinan of 
the Australian national air- 
fine Qantas as weD as the 
Sydney Organisiiig Cmninit- 
tee of the Olympic Games 
(SOOOG), went on a “seven- 
figure paduge” would be 
for tbe equivalent posi- 
tion Id tbe pnvate sector. 

But tbe SOCOG would not 
be offering that much and 
would not ask the New South 


Wales state government for’ 
permission to give more 
money. 

The SOCOG would ^o 
back “to square one” in its 
bid to find a diief executive 
officer, Pemberton said, 
adding tiiat in the meantime 
he would take over the 
himself. 

He also argued: “Sydney is 
generally ahead of sdiedule 
for the staging of the games,” 
Pemberton said in a state- 
ment. “It is important that 
this setback does not affect 
our pr ogr es s .” 

New South Wales state 
Premier John Fahey said tire 
proposed SOCOG chief ex- 
ecutive officer had been 
offered “megabucks” to stay 
with bis current employer 
and tbe government would 
not be engaging in a. che- 
quebook competition to gain 
bis services. 

He said: “I don't see there 
is any loss or any hiccup in 
tbe process. 

“It does indicate of course 
that out there in tbe big wide 
world there is always a dollar 
that will buy back someone.” 


Three years of excavation at Humeima, ancient Auara, 
in Jordarx’s southern desert 
Dr. John Oleson 
with reports on 

Qie Ceramics by Dr. Khairieh Amr 
and on 

the Marble finds 1^ Dr. Robert Sdiick 

ACOR lecture room 

Tbursday, June 16, 1994, at 7 p.m. 


ONCE YOU'VE TRIED IT, 
THERE'S NO TURNING BLACK 


Our Jewellary. fine designs. 18 k. gold, 
all gems and birth stons. 
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Amra Hotel 
Amman 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, deluxe apartment, located in the 
Gardens area. Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
living room, guest room, dining room, large kitchen, 
central heating, telephone, central antenna. 

If interested, please call 673348 


BUSINESS MINDED & 
INDEPENDENT? 

5 Key Opportunity Seekers Needed Now! 

(Male or Female) 

Phone 815071 (ask for No. 916) 
(Today and Tomorrow) 


1 

T 

2* 

Y 

Qnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Qnema Tel. : 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.; 618274 - 61827S 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Habfi Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.; 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Tom Cruise & Holly Hunter 
in 

The Firm 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 9:00 

Farouq Al Fishawi/Fifi Abdo 
in 

The Night of Munier 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5:00, .6:30. 8:30, 
10:30 

CONCORD ‘I' 
LOVER BOY 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8J0, 10:30 
CONCORD *2’ 

'THE OSTAWAY 
Shows: 12:30, 3:45. 6:00. 8:15. 10:15 

Rood the new playll! 

Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy 

«*PUNCTURED BAG” 

Present their play: 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Salam Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues- 
days. 
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Iran to free German sentenced to death 

BONN (AFP) — Iran is to free a German national who had 
been rentenced to death for spying for Iraq, German 
audiorities said Tuesday as the Iranian forei gn minister 
held talks with his German counterpart. Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl had app^ed for demency for 5S^year-old 
Helmut Szimkus during a tneeUng Monday with Forei^ 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, who is on a private visit to 
Bonn. Mr. Szimkus, a medanical engineer arrest^ in 19^ 
and sentenced to d^th last year, is to be released in the 
next few weeks and sent back to Germany, officials said. 
On Tuesday. Mr. Velayati conferred wiA German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel, a former BND intelligence agency 
chief who had given hi^ priority to the Szim^ affair and 
had even visited the prisoner in jail during a trip to Iran in 
1992. The Iranian new^aper Ressalat quot^ an inform^ 
source as saying the Velayati visit would help **the two 
countries lift some obstacles in thdr relations.** It did not 
elaborate. 

Sudanese rebels confirm fall of HQ 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Sudanese rebels on Tuesday con- 
firmed that government forces had ovemin their ad^nis- 
trative headquarters in die army's latest advance since it 
launched a major offensive six months ago. A ^kestnan 
for the southern rebels fighting the Khartoum government 
said the rebels had abandoned their base at Kmo Kaji, near 
the southern border with Uganda, without ofiering resist- 
ance. “We have decided to diange from defence to siege in 
Kajo Kaji," said Steven Wondu, a spokesman for the rebel 
Sudan People's Uberation Army (SPLA). Khartoum 
announced Sunday that its forces had captured tte town 
last week. Mr. Wondu said the rebels were tryii^ to 
surround the town and cut the government's supply hnes. 

U.N. suspends relief flights in Angola 

HARARE (AFP) — The United Nations relief agei^, the 
World Food Programme, has cancelled all relief flights in 
Angola after the rebel UNITA's refusal to grut security 
guarantees for this week, a WFP regional infbnnatioa 
officer anncuncec Tuesday. Mercedes Say^ues told a 
news conference here that the blanket suspension, die first 
this year, was effective from Mon^y because UfihTA 
not give it the weekly clearance to fly to die various 
destinations of the war-torn country. The clearance, done 
once a week, was supposed to have been granted Friday, so 
Monday, the WFP decided to cancel all die air Itft 
operations. However, overiand deliveries are not affected 
but these are quite restrictive and account for only one 
third of the agency's total food aid distribution. 

Pakistan denies illegal nuclear transfer 

BONN (AFP) — The Pakistani embassy Tuesday dismis- 
sed as “rubbish" allegations that some of its diplomats had 
oreanised the illegal transfer of nudear material to 
Pakistan and accused India of spreading such rumors. In a 
broadcast aired Monday, the German public televmon 
channel ARD reponed that a German company had 
supplied Pakistan with ^ ultra-centrifugal parts used to 
produce enriched uranium as well as sensitive rod:ct 
equipment. It charged that the transfer had been coordin- 
ated from the Pakistani embassy here and tl^t two 
Pakistani diplomats had recently been ordered to leave 
Germany. A ranking embassy diplomat. askolnot to 
be named, told AlFP that it was “unthinkable*' tiiat 
embassy staffers would be involved in such activities which 
are 'against diplomatic norms. “Nobody (no Pafastani 
diplomat) was told to go away, or dedam persona non 
grata" In Islamabad, a foreign ministTy spokesman also 
denied Monday that Pakistani diplomats had been expeU«l 
from Germany. 

Poll shows Japanese government shaky 

TOKYO (AFP) — A majority of membeis of parUament 
(MPs), would support a non-confidence motion against the 
government of Japanese Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata, 
although almost as many said they would not and a large 
number were still undecided, a poll showed Tuesday. The 
poll by the Asahi Shimbun new^per June 4-11 covering 
47S of the 51 1 lower house membi^ of paiiiament fwd 
that 179 of them would support a no-confideitoe motion 
while 173 said they oppos^ it and 123 were undecided. 
Leaders of the main opposition Liberal Democratic ^ty 
(LDP) have said the party was ready to sulmiit a 
no-confidence motion against Mr. Hata's minority cabto 
as soon as the government's fiscal 1994 budget cleared 
parliament. The second laig^ oppoation group, the 
Social Democratic Party (SD^, fono^y a loemtm ^ ttw 
coalition government, h^ also said it might sm^KW t tiie 
motion. 


Would-be members attend EU summit 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — Four countries whidi have 
negotiated to join the European Union (EU) in 1995 are to 
take part in an EU summit next week as though they were 
already members, the union said here on Tuesday. The 
current chairman of the £U*s council of foreign ministers, 
Theodoros Pangalos, said the leaders of Austria, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden would join the summit on tiie Greek 
island of Corfu on Friday next week. Also invited to the 
summit is President Boris Yeltsin, who is scheduled to sign 
a partnership and cooperation accord betwen the EU and 
Rustia. 

Ramzi named to head radio and TV 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The CouncS of Ministers on Tuesday 
announced the appointment of Disan Ramzi as director 
general of the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation fo 
succ^ Radi AIKhas who resigned earlier this year. Mr. 
Ramzi had served as director of programmes at Jordan 
Television and Radio before going to Oman where he was 
head of the Omani Radio's programmes departmenL Later 
be joined the Londoo-ba^ Middle Eak Broadcasting 
Centre (l^C) and served as its director general until his 
appointment in Jordan. 

Arafat, Rabin and Peres to meet 

PARIS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO> 
diairman Yasser Ai^at and Israel's prime minister and 
foreign minister, Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres, win 
meet at the Paris headquarters of UNESCO on July 6, 
officials at the worid cultural body said on Tuesday. The 
three men will attend a ceremony to receive the U.N. 
Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organisation's Felix 
Houphouet Boigny Peace Prize for 1993, which they were 
awarded last September four days after signing an historic 
peace agreement. French President Francois h^tterrand 
^d on^esday that the Israeli ^ Palestiman people 
wold lose confidence in peace if their leaders did not 
up the implementation of their historic agreement. Mr. 
Mitterrand was speaking in the presence of the Israeli and 
PLO negotiators of last year’s Oslo peace accord, Uri Savir 
and Ahmad ^uriea (Abu Alaa) at a ceremony in which he 
presented the European of the Year award to Mariune 
Heilberg. widow of the late Norwegian Foreign Mini^ 
Johann Jorgen Holst. Mr. Holst and his wfe acted for 
months as secret mediators between Israel and the PLO, 
hosting talks at their private home and at a governmmt 
residence outside Oslo to promote Is&t September’s accord. 


Israeli torture goes on — rights group 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli interro- 
mtors continue to torture 
Palestinians on the occupied 
West Bank after withdrawing 
from most of Gaza and 
Jericho, a human rights 
grow charged Wednescuy. 

“Both the Genera] Secur- 
ity Services and the Israeli 
(army) systematically and 
severely abuse Palestinians 
who are being held for incer- 
rogatioD," Huipan Rights 
Watch says in a 316-page 
study. 

“ouch practices could 
undermine the C^iro agree- 
ment of May 4 ufrich requires 
Israel and the Palestinian Au- 
thority to exercise tiidr jiow- 
ers *1661 due regard to inter- 
nationally accepted nonns 
and principles of human 
ri^ts and die rule of hw’," 
die New Y<Hk-based body 
said. 

“A remarkable aspect of 
Israel’s ill-treatment of 
Palestinians under interroga- 
tion is the huge number of 
persons who ejmeiienoe it," 
said Human Right Watdi's 
Goldstein. 

“Most” of several 
thousands of Palestimans in- 
terrogated in ^e last siz 
year's suffered a oomUiiation 
of abases often over three 
weeks or more, whidi are not 
“isolated excesses but consti- 
tute a patCeni that ootdd per- 
sist onfy with* the acquiesc- 
ence of die government." 

The army is stfll deqriy 
involved arc its intenomtors 
“inflict fwaringt routing *n 
combination with methods of 
abusive body positi<»s wd 
sensory dqnlivation." 

“Israel's two main inter- 
rogatkra agencies in the oocu- 
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Irks Id bald bock fhainwi Palmtfiilan pretesters hi Jerfcho deaaaiiding dm* release of Palesthdan 
iD teadl jA (AFP photo) 


pied territories engage in a 
systematic padern of OJ-treat- 
ment and torture — accord- 
ii^ to internationally recog- 
nised definitions of the terms 
— when trying to extract 
.Voffl Palestinian security siis- 
ects ctMiieations or informa- 
ion about third parties," the 
-port said. 

“This pattern has con- 
tinned in 1994, despite the 
peace process now under 
way." 


A^ed on Tuesday about 
the report after Human 
Rights Watch provided adv- 
ance copies to journafists, the 
Israeli general in charge of 
the West Bank denied physic- 
al abuse was routine in inter- 
rogation centres. 

“Forget h. It is not true. 
We are doi^ our best to 
prevent it anoto behave tike 
human beinzs.'' Major- 
General Han Birao, chief of 
Israel’s central command. 


told a news briefing on the 
eeneral situation in the 
Jericho area. 

Hus^ Rights Watch cal- 
led on Washington to say 
poblidy that Israeli prices 
amount to “systematic tor- 
tnre" and that one of the 
state bodies involved is the 
Israeli army, the main be-* 
nefidary of S1.8 bilhon in 
annual U.S. military aid. 

The United States, the 
group said. ^ouJd tell Israel 


that future aid levels would 
depend on palpable progress 
towards curbing abuses. 

“U.S. law prohibits the 
government from providing 
Buhtary or econotme aid to 
any government that engages 
in systematic torture.'^ foe 
report said. 

Homan Ri^ts Watch said 
oncooperative detainees 
were subjected to a “coordin- 

(Continiied <m page^ 


Senate, House hold joint session 
today to thrash out disputed law 


AMMAN (Petra) ^ Ike up- 
per and Lower Houses of 
Parfiament bold a joint ses- 
son today to dtouss and 
s^rec on ce r tain diyited 
c i aoses and or articles m the 

wMmtcwH tw miMTipal Imw anH 

lancOords and tenants law. 
The Lower House had refer- 
red flm two laws for foe 
Upper House (Senate) after 
proposing some amend- 
menfs. 

The Senate met Tuesday 
under foe chahmanship of its 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi 
and endorsed most of foe 
amendments proposed by the 
Ifouse. 

It endorsed an amendment 
proposed by th.' er 
House, setting t: st- -.jm 


fmr contestants 
mayraal posts. According 
to flie amendments, contes- 
tants for ma^rral posts in the 
centres of governorates 
sbooid betid a anrversity de- 
gree. Aspirants for such posts 
at foe di^ct levei should 
have a general secondary esr- 
titote; at foe sub-district 
leveb they should be literate. 

The Senate sdso endorsed 
an mnendment proposed by 
the House under wUcb dec- 
tioos of mayors will be held 
simultaneously throughout 
Jendan during the first half of 
July 1995. 

The amendment autho- 
rised the miflister of municip- 
iti «id rural affairs to post- 
pone the elections for a 


period of no more than six 
memtfas if such postponement 
would serve pubUc interest 
and the integrity of elections. 

However, the two Houses 
differed for foe second time 
over certain clauses in foe 
two draft laws thus making it 
constitutioiially necessary' to 
hold a joint session. Mr. 
Lawzi said, 

Mr. Lawzi said that foe 
session shall be considered 
legal if an absolute majority 
of the Parliament members 
attend. 

Tbe dedsioD reached at the 
joint session will be valid, 
provided it is endorsed by a 
twQ-foird majority of tbe 
members present, Mr. Lawzi 
added. 


Kurds say 51 killed in attack 


ANKARA (R) — > An Iraqi 
Kurdisfa Action said on Tues- 
day that gunmen from a rival 
group killed 51 people in an 
attafo on a frinmal p rocesaon 
in uoftbeni Iraq as leaden 
from foe two groups held 
peace talks in Thrk^. 

But U.N. sources in 
Soleimaoiyafa, where the 
foooting took ^ace on Mon- 
day, put foe d^fo toll at just 
14 and said the town was 
quiet on Tuesday. 

A statement from the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(^P) said fighters of foe 
TTvd Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) had fired from 
rooftops at mourners in the 
centre of Suleimaniyah. 

“As a result, 51 persons 
were instantly killed and over 
40 were injured.” the state- 


ment, issued in Washington, 
said. “The victims included 
many women and youngs- 
ters.'' 

A London-based repre- 
sentative of the PUK. Latif 
Rashid, described the KDP 
account as a “complete fab- 
rication” and accused KDP 
fighters of killing 12 people 
and wounfong 46. 

KDP fighters escorting the 
procession had fired on PUK 
offices in Soleimaiiiyab with- 
out provocation, causing the 
casualties, he said, adding 
PUK guerrillas had not fired 
back. 

“I hope this was an isolated 
incident, not premeditated. If 
it was planned, the consequ- 
ences would be ven bad," he 
added. 

A qx)kesman for the U.N. 


guards’ contingent in 
Suleimaniyah said: “Only 14 
were kilM but around 42 
were injured." 

He bad no clear details on 
precisely what happened but, 
speaking by telephone from 
Suleimaniyah, he told Reu- 
ters the town was “back to 
normal” on Tuesday. 

The KDP statement said 
foe attack occurred during 
the funeral for a KDP com- 
mander, Osman Kader 
Munawwer, killed in clashes 
with the PUK in the Penjwin 
area a few days ago. 

“The KDP and ah these 
who have been crying to con- 
clude a settlement and recon- 
dliadon are shocked at this 
appalling massacre of inno- 
cent civilian mourners by the 
PUK.'’ it said. 


2 journalists fined for 
violating press law 


By Rana Husseini 
Specif to the Jordan Tunes 

.A.VIMAN — The former edi- 
tor-in-ebief of A1 Ahah week- 
ly newspaper. Jamil Nunri. 
and reporter Ramadan 
Raw ashoeh were found guilt) 
Tuesdav of violating one arti- 
cle of the Press and Publica- 
tion Law and were ordered to 
pav fines amounting to JD 
each in addition to court 
costs. 

Defence lawyers look im- 
mediate steps to appeal tbe 
decision, which was taken by' 
Amman's first instance court, 
Mr. Rawasbdeb told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

Tbe case would now go to 
the Court of Appeals, which 
can either upbola or overrule 
the decision, and later can be 
beard by foe Court of Cassa- 
tion. the highest legal author- 
ity in the Kingdom. 

The ruling came after a 
two-month in which AI 
Ahali newspaper stood ac- 
cused of violating artide 40/ 
AJ2 of the Press and Publica- 
tion Law. which was passed 
by foe 11th Parliameut and 
came into effect in tbe middle 
of 1993. and article 191 of tbe 
penal code. 

'The first article forbids 
publications of “news items, 
drawings or commentaries 
disparaging the Armed 
Forces or the security appar- 
aia.” Article 191 forbids pub- 
lications that slander govern- 
ment organisations. 

Mr. Nimri and Mr. 
Rawashdeh had pleaded not 
guilty to the charges, which 
are punishable by a max- 
imum fine of JD 1 .000 or 500 
days imprisonment. 

Ai Anil is the mouthpiece 
of the Jordanian People's 
Democratic Party (Hashd). It 


S. 


Under foe Press and Pub- 
lications law, several cases 
have been Sled a^nst main- 
ly tabloid and ptwtical party 
weeklies. The judge who 
beard tbe AJ Ahali case, 
Mansour Al Hadidi, was re- 
centiy appointed to handle all 
legal cases pertaining to press 
and publications. 

The AI Ahali case is tbe 
third of its kind. 

On May 16 the Jordan 
Times chief editor and one of 
its reporters were also sent- 
enceef to JD 300 each. 

Al Bilad weekly newspaper 
editor and one of foe repor- 
ters earlier in May were also 
sentenced and ordet 
JD 1,400. 

All four have appealed the 
verdicts. 


:red to pay 


Iraq hikes travel tax in moves to control chaotic economy 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In its latest 
move to curb the flight of 
foreign currency and the drop 
in the value of the dinar, the 
Iraqi ^wernment has hiked a 
travel tax imposed on Iraqi 
narinnals along wifo Other 
OMves to shore up the eco- 
nomy, Iraqi officials and 
travellers stud Tuesday. 

Hie increase of the travel 
tax to 40,000 Iraqi dinars 
($128,000 in the ol^al rate 
of $3.2 to the dinar but worth 
$k) in the widely used unoffi- 
cial rate) from 15,000 dinars 
took effect on June 8. they 
said. 

In terms of Iraqi dinars, 
the- amount is beyond the 
reach of foe average wage- 
earner in tbe country, where 
monthly income ranees be- 
tween 600 and 3,(Xn Iraqi 
rfinaT< in foe civil service. 

Anny volunteers get a 
starting salary of 1 ,(XX) dinars 
and conscripts half of that. 

The increase ensures only 
those wifo income in foreign 
currency from abr<^ and 
foose in emergenqr situatiofts 
would leave Iraq, observers 


noted. Officials travelling on 
assignments are exempt. 

The Bagdad gwemment 
imposed the travel tax in 
early 1993 in a bid cbe^ 
the mastic exodus of Iraqis 
into Jordan, carrying with 
them foreign currency that 
the government neefo badly. 

The tax led to an immedi- 
ate drying up in the number 
of Iraqis coming to Jordan. 
According to border and mr- 
port suUstics. 233.000 Iraqis 
crossed into Jordan and 
245,990 left the Kingdom 
compared with 570,000 and 
585,000 respectively itr 1992. 
It was not known how many 
of the travellers were officials. 

Hie increase in travel tax 
came as part of Iraqi moves 
to restore some order to the 
chaotic state of its economy 
and was coupled with incen- 
tives to govemmem officials 
and military personnel. 

Iraqi media reported Sun- 
day that President Saddam 
Hussein, who took over the 
prime ministry late last 
month, has ordered a salary 
increase for civilian and milit- 
ary officiaJs vrich effect from 
July 1. 

In addition, military offic- 


ers were given extra allo- 
wances. However, the in- 
censes were not expected to 
bring about any major shift in 
the way of life for Iraqis, who 
have seen prices rising 
several-hundred-fold since 
the imposition of internation- 
al sanctions in Augitft 1990 
following tbe Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

For instance, observers 
said. 200 dinars ($640 at the 
official rate and 23 cents in 
the unofficial market) could 
buy half a kilogramme of 
meat. 

A senior Iraqi minister was 
quoted as saying on Monday 
that tbe government was 
spending up to $90 million, or 
40 billion Iraqi dinars at the 
unofficial rate, in subsidies 
for food and other essential 
commodities. 

Government subsidies are 
foe mainstay support for 
Iraq's IS million people. 
whoW country is denied its 
vital oil exports for forei^ 
exchange. However, subsi- 
dised can meet only half 
of an average ftuntlies' needs 
and Iraqis have to tprn to the 
open market, where prices 
have gone up several- 


hundred-fold since the Gulf 
crisis. 

t/finister of Trade Mtfoam- 
mad Mehdi Saleh was quoted 
as saying by foe Jordan News 
A^ncy, Petra, that the sub- 
sidies cover flour, rice, sugar, 
cooking oil, salt and deter- 
gents as well as “other 
needs" of the Iraqis. 

The It^i government is 
also offering incentives to en- 
courage fanning in the coun- 
try through subsidised .seeds, 
pl^ and pesticides, he said. 

Government agencies also 
buy up all grain and agri- 
culture produce and do not 
allow any private marketing 
of these items with a view to 
bUKking higher prices in the 
'market, Petra reported. 


this week, dealers in Amman 
said. 

“People expected Sad- 
dam's moves to bring about 
overnight changes and de- 
cline in prices,” said an ex- 
pert on the Iraqi scene. “But 
when it appeared that foe 
president was trying to man- 
oeuvre around without 
adding any input tothe eco- 
nomy to stabilise the dinar 
and prices, and traders were 
TOntinuing to exploit the mar- 
ket, people were dis- 
appointed," said the expert 
a frequent traveller to Iraq! 

According to the expert 
Md other watchers. Presi- 
dent Saddam is trying to 


js licensed under a provision 
to the law which allows every 
re^tered political party to 
have its own publication. 

' Mr. Nimri restmed from 
bis job as chief efotor of Al 
.Ahmi late last year at foe 
same time when the paj^ 
was planning to relieve him 
of his duties for writing arti- 
cles that foe party felt md not 
serve its interests. Hie coun- 
cil had nothing to do with tbe 
law suit, Mr. Nimri said. 

The trial of Mr. Nimri and 
Mi. Rawasbdeb began on 
April 18, several months af- 
ter a legal complaint was sent 
by bead of the Press and 
Publications Department 
Mohammad Amin to Am- 
man's public prosecutor who 
in turn pressed charges. 

Mr. Amin im'tiated foe 
case over foe newspaper's 
coverage of a State Seoirity 
Court trial where 10 men 
were accused of allotting to 
assassinate His Majesty &'n ; 
Hussein. 


Princess Royal . 
‘groomed’ as 
consort 
to future king 

LONDON (AFP) — Anne, . .- 
foe Princess Royal, m fo: . • 
receive Britain s highett^^*; 
order .of chivalry annd- -fo^ '>; 
ports she was being groom^ . > 
as consort for the Prince 
Wales when he become^;- 
king. The 43-year-old prin- . 
fy ss was to be invested by her ,.: ' 
mother. Queen Elizabefo IL/ ^ 
with the Order of the Garter: 
in foe Throne Room at Wind;..: ., 
SOT C^e. A report in foe • 
Daily Express suggested tltt' - 
honour was part of a se cret 
B nriring ham Palacc Strategy 
to make Princess Anne' a 
consort for her brother ifoen - 
be foe throne with- ' - • 

out his wife. Princess Diana, v 
at his ride. Prince Qiarite.T 
and Princess Diana have 
been fonnally separated fora - 
yem-and*a-half . The paper . 
said foe move was prompted - 
by fears tiiere would soon be ' - 
no senior royal women to . ■ 
help shoulder the responrii^ 
lilies of tbe monarchy. It was . 
reported tbe consort role ^ 
would allow the Priucess ' ' 
Royal to represent the royal ' 
family on an increaring num-. - 
ber occasions. Princess Di-^ 
ana late last year announced .' 
she was withdrawing from"': 
public appearances, saying- 
she was upset by foe glare m * 
pnblid^ and foe constant 
attentiem of the press. The 
Oid^ of the Garter, to be 
■granted amid pomp and cere- ■ ; - 
mony dating back to the hfid- 
dle Ages, was also seen as V 
recognition for Princess 
Anne’s public and diaritable . 
works, in being invested as ■ 
Lady of foe Garter, she 
joined the Queen, 

Mother, Prince of Wales and 
Duke of Edinburgh among- 
foe elite ranks of an order 
fonnd^ by King Edward m. : 
Unlike nzale metnbeis (d the . .. 
ordm, who wear tbe garter 
just below the left knee, foe 
Princess Royal wfl] ttear hers 
on the left arm. 




20 win ’genius 
grants’ 

CmCAGO (AP) — Before 
he was offioally decUued a 
genius, Willie Reale was sit- 
.ting in Hell’s Kitchen, a 
rough New York nei^bour- 
hood, thinJdng about baying 
apairofblack shoes. Then be 
beard tbe news: He was one 
of 20 Americans named as 
1994 fellows of foe John D. 
and Cafoerine T. 'MacCar- 
four Foundation. With the 
honour came a $235,000 
'genius grant,” no strings 
attached. Mr. Reale, a 31- 
year-old plairarigfat, said be 
Just might use ute money to 
buy foose black shoes. “I 
don't imagme FU be chanoing 
my lifestyle much,” Mr. 
Reale said from bis office, at 
the 52nd Street Project, a 
theatre company he foumM 
for inner-city children. ‘Tm 
already dmng what I want to 
do. I’ll just be breathing 
more ^ly.” Since 1981, the 
MacAifoor Foundation, 
whose founder made ins for- . 
tune in insurance, has given 
out more than $120 niillion to 
414 fellows. 

Man charged with 
beating baby to 
death 

( ArP) — A truck driver ag^ 
^ was arrested on charges of ' 
^ting his two-month-old 
daughter to death, alleeedly 
because she would not stop 
crying, police said. The- 
mother was away when foe 
bating IS said to have occur- 
rM, came home and 

The baby later died in a 
SSf ■ offidals 

Policenab 
Georgian grave 
robbers 

TBILISI (AFP) _ 


of the head 

an^ and chail^ ,S5?« 
Mid Sunday, a 

months. The thr£.*** ****‘cc 
*y’s Sannnri ^2? ” ®" 


President Saddam after tak- 
ing over the prime ministry 
was empowering members of 
foe ruling Baathist Party to 
crack down on the black mar- 
ket and profiteering traders. 

The move led to a tempor- 
ary rise in the value of the 
Iraqi dinar. The exchange 
rate in the Baghdad market 
was 420 dinars to the dollar 
last week, but the rate rose to 
450 fonars to the greenback 


sanctions. 

“An easing if not outrieht 
lifting of the sanctions 
appears to be a basic coano- 
nent of the Iraqi leader's 
strategy,’' said a western di- 
plomat. “Unless and until 
Iraq could resume oil ex 

I»ns, ihere is little Chance that 

government 
TOuld do anything significant 
to imprwe the living stan- 
dards of Its people.” 
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